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ABSTRACT

KNOWLEDGE GAPS IN DEMOGRAPHIC, SPATIAL, AND BIOLOGICAL
CHARACTERISTICS OF CANADIAN AT-RISK PLANT SPECIES

Rebecca Judith Marie Parker for Ryerson University
Master of Applied Science
Environmental Applied Science and Management, 2014

There are gaps in abundance, distribution, and biological information for many at-risk
species, likely because of surveying difficulties. I outline these gaps for Canadian plant
species and also suggest species-specific traits that hint at which species are difficult to
assess in the field, therefore making them more likely to report missing data. A metaanalysis of COSEWIC listed plant species revealed that only 103 (60%) species had
available status reports in 2013. Furthermore, 20% of those species had at least one
missing population. Fifty-eight percent of missing information was attributable to
missing abundance estimates, 24% percent to geographical information, and 18% to
biological information. Finally, a Poisson distribution ANCOVA revealed no significant
differences between species reporting uncertain populations and species not reporting
such populations, nor in the amount of missing data they reported, with respect to any of
the traits identified as potential indicators of surveying difficulty.

Keywords: COSEWIC, SARA, quantitative, ephemerality, demographic stochasticity,
isolation, fragmentation, abundance estimates, distribution, at-risk, missing information,
status reports, conservation, survey inefficiencies
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KNOWLEDGE GAPS IN DEMOGRAPHIC, SPATIAL, AND BIOLOGICAL
CHARACTERISTICS OF CANADIAN AT-RISK PLANT SPECIES
REBCCA J. PARKER

1. INTRODUCTION
The creation of the International Union for the Protection of Nature, later the
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN), was the first attempt at
implementing an international species protection program in response to an observed
increase in extinctions and anthropogenic environmental harm around the world. The
IUCN was responsible for assessing extinction risk and assigning a formal status
designation to each species listed under its program. The process by which the IUCN lists
species has since been adopted by many nations worldwide for its reproducibility at a
regional scale and scientific objectivity. At first the process was difficult to implement
because, traditionally, species protection made heavy use of subjective and widely
varying ecological observations. Later though, partly based on Mace and Lande (1991)
and Mace (1992), a new system was implemented by which the probability of extinction
for any given species was determined by the objective assessment of ecological processes
at the population level, later definitively described by quantitative variables (Sleep and
Trout, 2013). These include data describing total and regional abundance values,
abundance over time, and population sizes and distributions. These criteria are now the
formally accepted standard for species assessments in all nations with some kind of
endangered species act, including Canada.
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1.1 Species Conservation in Canada
1.1.1. Legal Obligations of the Government and Process for Conservation
When it was created in 2002 in the wake of widespread adoption of the IUCN
criteria for species protection, the Canadian Species at Risk Act (SARA) required the
federal government to firstly, identify species in danger of significant population
reduction or harm in Canada and secondly, define recovery strategies and provide
conservation action guidance for those listed species (Justice Laws, 2002). It
simultaneously ratified the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada
(COSEWIC) and charged it to identify species at-risk, develop status assessments, and
create recovery plans. According to C.29 – 15 of SARA, COSEWIC must continually
identify species for protection and classify them as extinct, extirpated, endangered,
threatened, or special concern (Justice Laws, 2002). They must then rank species by
conservation priority according to which are more likely to become extinct and identify
the current state of each species as well as existing and potential threats to that species in
the form of a status report (Justice Laws, 2002). Recovery strategies and action plans then
follow based on the information in the status reports. Extirpated, endangered, and
threatened species must have recovery strategies, which outline the technical and
biological aspects of recovery if recovery is deemed possible. New status assessments
must therefore be conducted for listed species every ten years unless there is reason to do
so earlier to ensure there is up-to-date and relevant information available to inform
recovery strategies (C. 29 – 24).
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The criteria by which status is assessed have largely been adapted from the IUCN
quantitative criteria for species assessment and include information on population
decline, abundance, and geographical range (Mooers et al., 2007). These must be
reviewed internally and best practices recommended to the Minister on a regular basis
(Justice Laws, 2002). The Act specifically states a requirement in all functions for the
best knowledge available, including scientific, community, and aboriginal knowledge, to
be used in every report for listed species (C.29 – 15, 2, Justice Laws, 2002). Therefore,
recovery strategies must determine whether the recovery of a species is technically and
biologically feasible, as well as create action plans, using the most up-to-date status
information about that species, from both government and academic scientific sources.
This includes a description of the species itself, both in biological and known spatial
terms, identification of the species’ critical habitat, and identification of the threats to the
species. A recommendation section must be included that comments on goal setting for
abundance and distribution objectives (Justice Laws, 2002).
Most provinces and territories have their own acts for managing species at risk as
well, typically based on the practices of COSEWIC. Ontario for example created the
Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in Ontario (COSSARO) with its 2007
Endangered Species Act. Like COSEWIC, COSSARO is responsible for maintaining and
prioritizing species lists (4,1, Ontario, 2007) and preparing recovery strategies for those
species (11, 2, Ontario, 2007) based on the best available status information (1, Ontario,
2007). While jurisdiction of non-federal lands technically belongs to the concerned
province or territory, the federal government can intervene when particular species
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appear inadequately protected. Therefore, the federal government, in a sense, is
responsible for the listing and management of all Canadian species at-risk.

1.1.2. Data Needed to Conserve Species
While the Canadian Species at Risk Act does not specifically state data
parameters that should be collected for listed species outside of general counts and
distribution measures, most recovery strategies directly cite a need for detailed and
quantitative population abundance and distribution estimates. This is because extinction
risk is assessed via population viability assessment, which compares information on
population size (both in numbers and geographical size), instantaneous or long-term
population growth rates, recruitment rates, survival rates, and threats to survival, whether
natural or anthropogenic (Sleep and Trout, 2013). More broadly, many researchers stress
the importance of having quantitative data to properly assess the status of plant species,
such as abundance, available for these purposes as well as the reporting of error in
estimates (Haines et al., 2013; Schemske et al. 1994; Boersma et al. 2001; Lodge et al.,
2006). Qualitative data, such as whether a range is thought to be expanding or receding,
for example, related in terms of geographical or taxonomic trends may be sufficient for
managing species at a large (national or regional) scale (Leidner and Neel, 2011).
However, finding single populations and predicting population growth at smaller scales
important for local planning initiatives may require quantitative information and many
still argue that quantitative data are necessary for creating large scale predictive models
(Newton, 2010). Similarly, misidentifying the center of a population, as often happens for
highly dispersed populations, can result in missed individuals in later surveys and false
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absence data. This often results in qualitative information being used in reports, limiting
spatial modeling capabilities (Engler et al., 2004). Population trajectories (recovering,
declining, or neutral) are unknown for many species (Gordon et al., 1997) and reports
often lack information directly cited as needed by the recovery objectives in the strategy
document. Sometimes, educated estimates stand in place of actual quantitative data or the
parameter is simply left out. This is particularly true for abundance estimates (Tear et al.,
1995). Assessing recovery success and evaluating the success of conservation programs
is therefore subject to a lack of reliable data (Male et al., 2006).

1.2. Methods Currently Used to Find and Collect Data from Plant Populations
1.2.1. Species Specific Information
Information about plant population distributions and abundances comes from
many sources including formal survey work by scientists, happenstance findings from
amateur naturalists, and indigenous and traditional knowledge. General knowledge of
landscapes comes largely from amateur and traditional sources, with more information
being held in aboriginal knowledge transfers than previously thought (Karst, 2010).
Traditional-to-scientific sharing is being facilitated more throughout Canada as scientists
realize the potential of having a qualitative base understanding of natural processes
(Jacqmain et al., 2012). Implementing national conservation programs however, where
there are specific criteria to implement in achieving national goals, requires detailed
quantitative estimates of population distributions and abundances (Justice Laws, 2002).
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1.2.2. Technical Approaches to Data Collection
When designing formal surveys, the size and heterogeneous nature of the study
area must be considered. Comprehensive surveys of small areas, for example, may use
quadrats, smalls grid which themselves can be subdivided into small or large sections
depending on the detail needed. These achieve highly detailed information for a small
area. Quadrat size is important in determining survey type, as investigators must
compromise between trying to reduce error, save time, and obtain high representation
(Archaux et al., 2007). In some cases plot size may be best varied across the study area to
achieve the best results, given resource constraints and a desire for large sample size
(Barnett and Stohlgren, 2003). The total area covered and distribution of quadrats must
also be taken into account, as randomness may be important (Hatcher et al., 1999). In
most cases where a species is nationally important though, other techniques must be used
for searching larger areas. Quadrats can be arranged in continuous lines, called transects,
so that the total area covered by the survey increases. However, this technique still
requires that the whole quadrat be inventoried, requiring a lot of time spent at groundlevel identifying species and counting individuals. Other transect-based techniques use
line-of-sight as the only on-site search method, effectively reducing the width of the
transect while increasing the total length. This may include biased or unbiased treatments
and random or targeted distributions, and for at-risk species are usually centered around a
predictor habitat (see Rew et al., 2006 for a review of these sampling techniques). The
exact technique used often depends on the species and landscape under investigation but
targeted transect methods are often employed for species at-risk.
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In an effort to curb spending and time devoted to searches, spatial modeling has
become commonplace in species management both to identify areas of likely habitation
for searching and also to estimate population parameters for the whole species based on a
limited number of samples (Heppel et al., 2000; Holmes, 2001). Targeted surveys that
make use, in tandem, of presence/absence data and environmental associations can be
more effective at locating species of interest (Crall et al., 2013). Using line-of-sight, the
surveyor might choose to collect data only from populations that are directly intersected
by the transect. Or, when a population is encountered, the surveyor may conduct a radial
scan of the surrounding area for other populations, and then another if an additional
population is found, and so on, referred to as adaptive cluster sampling (Thompson, 1990;
Roesch, 1993; Thompson, 2004; Conroy et al., 2008). Targeted transect surveys in
general are popular for both invasive and at-risk species. The choice of exact survey
method ultimately depends on species biology, landscape, and scope of the problem they
are trying to resolve, so it is difficult to describe best practices. Furthermore, there are a
number of difficulties encountered both in the field once a survey design is chosen and at
the analysis stage when population characteristics must be estimated from a limited
sample of the landscape.

1.3. The Difficulties in Obtaining Accurate Data for Plant Populations
1.3.1. Resource Constraints Limit Resolution in the Field
Plant survey efforts are inherently complicated by two factors; that it can be
difficult to find populations in the first place, and also that plant species identification is
often prone to error. All survey techniques are limited in their ability to detect individuals
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simply due to the complex natures of field science and large-scale environmental
management. Firstly, plant identification requires expert knowledge that is limited in
large field studies. Species that exist in a non-showy form over winter or that have
cryptic morphologies, such as grasses and sedges, may be too difficult for even a
seasoned botanist to identify confidently, requiring further morphological or genetic
analysis (Buckland et al., 2007; Pang et al., 2011; Nock et al., 2011; Chakravarthy et al.,
2008). Secondly, even a commonly used transect approach that takes place over a large
area will compromise between the resources spent looking for the population and the
precision with which the area is searched, meaning that small populations or those with
patchy distributions, either in number of populations or number of individuals, may be
missed entirely (Barry and Welsh, 2001; Melville and Welsh, 2001; Rew et al., 2006).
Furthermore, even when populations do happen to be located by a survey, their
characteristics are often not accurately recorded. Abundance estimates and geographical
extent may be difficult to obtain for populations with highly dispersed individuals,
populations that extend over a difficult or dangerous terrain to work in, and when search
scale is large (MacKenzie et al., 2005). For missed populations, the issue is
representation, while for those that are found, the issue then becomes accurate estimation
of population parameters.
While spatial modeling for targeting search areas does reduce the time and effort
needed for plant surveys in some cases, these models often require that biological
information for the species be known to the investigator (Guisan et al., 2006),
environmental variables be known across the entire landscape (Rew et al., 2005), a large
sample size be present, and that sampling be done randomly (Araujo and Guisan, 2006;
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Fortin et al., 1989). These conditions are rarely met in reality and, as a result, spatial
models tend to be prone to bias (Franklin, 1995). As the vast majority of surveys for
important plant species are not random, models that attempt to target areas for searching
must subsample to reduce bias and ultimately end up reducing sample size. Investigators
can add additional samples from the landscape according to the spatial distribution
wanted, but this can lead to a situation where even more surveying is needed to create a
model to target more survey sites. Furthermore, because gathering abundance data even
at a few sites for plant populations is so difficult, many models for distribution or habitat
suitability are based on occurrence points, which do not necessarily represent population
sizes (Bradley, 2013). These models therefore are not themselves giving a quantitative
estimate of the abundance for each modeled population, but rather are helping to target
additional surveys by estimating the likelihood of location, regardless of how many
individuals might be at that location. In many cases population size may be crucial to
prioritizing further investigation into the population, as the investigator may be more
interested in either large or small populations. In these ways, resource constraints,
whether financial, expertise-, or time-related, inevitably hamper the collection of highly
representative field data for plant species at risk.

1.3.2. Estimating Population Characteristics is Difficult When Data Availability is
Limited
Models that do try to estimate abundances from a subsample of known
populations are also subject to a number of statistical errors. Two-step target surveys
(Thompson, 1992; Conroy et al., 2008) allow for the re-investigation of a subset of
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presence points to achieve abundance data, potentially allowing better prioritization of
further survey work, but this requires at least two sampling days and assumes that a
suitable presence signal was found during the first survey. This is a problem as targeted
searches are the ones frequently used by conservation managers.

1.3.3. There Has Been Limited Review or Application of Best Practices for Plant
Survey Techniques
Because there are so many options to choose from when designing a survey,
there is little standardization in model or survey choice among land managers and no way
to account for the differences in quality among data from different sources. Additionally,
field data and modeled estimates are rarely reported with any estimation of error (Sleep
and Trout, 2013). This is a problem not only for managers trying to interpret survey
results but also for modelers who must use two sets of data in the same model but which
were collected from different sources. Error is both common in field data collection and
can be large for plant distribution and abundance values, because of the spatial issues
outlined earlier.
In this way, whether it is through drawbacks in survey technique or the lack of
standardization between investigators, resource constraints inevitably reduce the quality
of field data. Given that models predicting future species distributions tend to be based on
presence/absence data and that status designations often depend on quantitative
population parameters (Jones et al., 2010; Engler et al., 2004; Potts and Elith, 2006),
these surveying and identification difficulties may limit the credibility of management
decisions made with such data.
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1.4. The Consequences of Unreliable or Missing Conservation data
The use of unreliable data can have serious consequences for species
management. While there has been markedly less review in Canada, criticism for current
application of the American Species at Risk Act is born out of a widely held belief that
quantitative data, particularly for abundance measures, is necessary for informing
effective conservation action. Confusion surrounding the quantitative population
parameters of listed species may result in misrepresentation of true species status and
inappropriate allocation of conservation dollars. SARA, in recognizing the importance of
rare species to Canadian biodiversity and the economy, takes a precautionary approach to
the management of listed species, stating that conservation attempts should not be
foregone in the absence of scientific certainty of the status of the species (Sleep and
Trout, 2013). The problem with this approach is twofold: one, species that are incorrectly
prioritized may not be managed appropriately and therefore waste conservation dollars,
negating the usefulness of a conservation governing body at all and, two, management
efforts for species that are correctly prioritized may not be successful because they are
not appropriately informed with accurate biological, ecological, or geographical
knowledge. This stands in contrast to Canada’s acknowledgement of the importance of
at-risk species.

1.5. Species Traits That May Reduce the Reliability of Survey Data
Because we cannot easily improve the quality of plant population data, we must
find ways of prioritizing species in light of the uncertainty surrounding their true status.
This requires an understanding of why species are difficult to locate and assess, because
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species that are prone to surveying difficulty may be more likely to have misrepresented
statuses. Therefore, conservation managers should be considerate of this relationship and
prioritize species for management efforts accordingly. In many cases, these species may
demand a more rigorous investigation into their true distribution and abundance, as the
less intensive techniques used for other species may not suffice. Surveying difficulty is
not often recorded by Canadian status reports, perhaps because surveys are always
inherently difficult for the aforementioned reasons. However, there may be biological or
ecological traits specific to certain species that may hint at whether surveys for those
species are likely to produce unreliable data. For example, plant species can be evenly or
patchily distributed, as a result of either natural or anthropogenic causes (fragmentation),
and can also be small or large, again depending on natural and anthropocentric factors
(Guisan et al., 1998; Bastin and Thomas, 1999; Moristia, 1959). Using the survey and
estimation techniques outlined earlier, an investigator seems to be more likely to miss a
population when patch size is small, the number of individuals is few, and patch
distribution is highly fragmented and random (Fortin et al., 1989; Barry and Welsh, 2001;
Melville and Welsh, 2001; Rew et al., 2006; Araujo and Guisan, 2006). Plant species atrisk tend to exist in such a pattern (Rew et al., 2005). Knowledge gaps in these areas
may exist for a few reasons, one likely explanation being the serious survey inefficiencies
that may affect the likelihood of finding and subsequently collecting data from plant
populations. If this is the case, then these species need to be identified and managed
accordingly. There may be biological or ecological traits common to these species that
allows us to identify them as difficult to survey.
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1.5.1. Ephemerality
Ephemerality may affect the likelihood of finding a population in a plant survey if
the target species has cryptic life history traits. This may be true for both surveys of
known populations and targeted searches for new populations, based on the assumption
that species that do not persist over winter, do not live for more than one year, or only
exist in seed bank for long periods of time are more likely to be missed by a survey
because they do not exist in showy form for as long as other species. For example,
populations of herbaceous species, species that do not experience secondary woody
growth, may be more difficult to find (and therefore more likely to be reported as
missing) because they tend to be shorter lived over the season compared with woody
species. Woody plants also have a characteristically effective advantage over herbaceous
species in being able to resprout after a disturbance (Bellingham and Sparrow, 2000) and
therefore may be regarded as more resilient than herbaceous plants. Plant size may be
important here as well, as smaller plants even under healthy conditions tend not to live as
long as larger species (Marba et al., 2007). It may be that herbaceous species are more
likely to be missed in subsequent or new surveys because they are either small in size or
do not exist in showy form over the winter season or a disturbance regime. Similarly,
annual plants, which only live over the span of one year and reproduce once, may be
more difficult to find because they are shorter lived than perennial plants, which may live
and reproduce for many years. From a survey perspective, these situations produce false
absence data. Ephemerality may be an important trait for identifying species more likely
to yield unreliable data because it affects the likelihood of spotting individuals, either
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because they may not be noticeable when they are present or because they may be more
likely to disappear.

1.5.2. Susceptibility to Stochasticity
Stochasticity may similarly influence the accuracy of a plant survey because it
affects the longevity of population existence. Demographic stochasticity refers to the
random variation in birth and death rates of individuals in a population. It is most
effective in small isolated populations, which are more susceptible to change due to the
lessened buffering effect of small numbers, called the rescue effect (McArthur and
Wilson, 1967; Richter-Dyn and Goel, 1972). Populations with few individuals are more
likely to decline dramatically in number because they cannot easily recover from the
random incidence of a large number of deaths. They are also more susceptible to
inbreeding, which may reduce overall fitness. Species at-risk are particularly susceptible
to dramatic changes in population structure due to stochasticity because of their typically
small population sizes (Schemske et al., 1994; Engen et al., 2003; Vindenes et al., 2008).
Populations of fewer than 100 individuals are typically regarded as being at risk of
extinction from stochasticity (Kokko and Ebenhard, 1996; Lande, 1994). Therefore, small
populations may need to be surveyed more regularly to ensure they do in fact still exist.
Furthermore, small populations that have not yet been discovered may remain unreported
because they are less likely to be encountered in the first place and more likely to
disappear before a survey intersects their former location. In this way, susceptibility to
demographic

stochasticity

increases

the

level

of

uncertainty

surrounding

presence/absence data as well as abundance for species with small populations.
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1.5.3. Geographical Isolation
Spatial location may also affect the likelihood of collecting representative data.
Habitat fragmentation often leads to population fragmentation in species at-risk (Lienert,
2004). Being highly fragmented from other populations is typically a result of
unavailable habitat, which often means the population is going to stay isolated, as there is
little opportunity for expansion. Furthermore, these populations, especially if they are
small, tend to suffer from inbreeding depression, which may increase the degree of
isolation as it reduces individual fitness (Baur et al., 1995; Boswell et al., 1998). For
populations that are already known, this may mean they are more likely to disappear
between surveys and, similar to species susceptible to demographic stochasticity, may
require more frequent surveying to ensure accurate presence/absence data. When looking
for new populations, geographically isolated populations are less likely to be encountered
because, without neighbouring populations, there may be no reason to survey that area
using adaptive survey techniques (Thompson, 1990; Roesch, 1993; Thompson, 2004;
Conroy et al., 2008). Populations such as these, even if they are abundant in individuals,
may be difficult to locate in the landscape because they are so widely distributed across
the study area. That is, they may be said to have a large extent of occurrence but a small
area of occupancy. Other species, like some large trees, may naturally exist in tiny
populations of only one individual. In these cases, finding new populations would be a lot
like searching for a needle in a haystack. Furthermore, species like these may be difficult
to collect abundance data for because it may be difficult to tell where one breeding
population ends and another begins. Individuals similarly may be missed because they
are so widely separated from eachother. Either way, geographic isolation both increases
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the difficulty of accurately surveying a known population and reduces the likelihood of
finding a new population, thereby reducing data reliability and placing the population at
greater risk of extirpation as a result of faulty management.

1.6. Objectives of This Study
Prioritizing Canadian species for conservation management in light of the
uncertainty surrounding their true status is a difficult task. Some species may be
underrepresented or misrepresented as a result of surveying difficulty and therefore
demand a more rigourous investigation into their true distribution and abundance before
they can be properly assigned a status designation or evaluated for recovery objectives. In
this thesis, I attempt to identify species for which there is a lack of reliable data. I further
attempt to identify some predictor traits that may hint at whether a species is likely to
report reliable population data or not, in the hope that this information may be used to
target listed species for further investigation.
To achieve these goals, I first identify plant population parameters given by
COSEWIC status reports that tend to have major gaps in abundance and distribution
information by counting the number of missing entries in each. I specifically quantify the
number of species for which there are unclear presence/absence data. To do this, I
counted the number of species status reports that reported at least one population of
uncertain existence. I then propose that there may be biological or ecological traits
common to particular species that make them more or less difficult to survey in the field
and suggest some traits that may lead to surveying difficulties and therefore a larger
number of missing data points. These traits relate to surveying difficulty in the degree to
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which they affect species ephemerality, susceptibility to demographic stochasticity, and
susceptibility to geographic isolation, as described above. To investigate this, I have
related nine adapted quantitative parameters given by the status reports as well as three
qualitative parameters to whether or not their species report a population of uncertain
existence. These describe the abundance, distribution, and biology of the species and
include: life span (annual or perennial), outer tissue type (herbaceous or woody), the ratio
of area of occupancy to extent of occurrence, the number of populations, average
population size, average geographical population size, minimum and maximum number
of individuals in a single population, and total population fragmentation (severely
fragmented or not fragmented).
If there are species-specific parameters that increase the difficulty of surveying
populations of that species, then we should see a relationship in the species that have
these traits and the likelihood that their reports will report populations of uncertain
existence. Furthermore, these species may also be more likely to report missing data in
other parameters as well. If there are not, then I have at least identified listed species for
which there is a lack of information cited as crucially needed by COSEWIC’s mandate
and the goals outlined by many Canadian recovery strategies. My results describe the
state of Canadian status reports in terms of these indicators and attempt to answer the
following questions:

 Question 1: Which population parameters described in these reports are
missing needed information (blank entries or “unknown” entries in parameters
describing abundance, distribution, and biological traits)?
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 Question 2: What proportion of species at-risk listed in Canada have at least
one population of uncertain status/existence? How many populations of uncertain
status do these species have on average?
 Question 3: Are some species more likely to have missing information than
others because of similar biological or ecological characteristics?
3A:

Are annual and herbaceous species more likely to be missing
information in status reports or have populations of uncertain
status in status reports than perennial and woody species?

3B:

Are species with small populations more likely to be missing
information in status reports or have populations of uncertain
status than species with relatively large populations?

3C:

Are species with dispersed populations in fragmented landscapes
more likely to be missing information in status reports or have
populations of uncertain status than species whose populations are
clumped or exist in non-fragmented landscapes?

3D:

Generally, are species that lack basic conservation information
more likely to have or have populations of uncertain status than
species with relatively complete conservation information?
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2. METHODS
I retrieved information on at-risk plant species in Canada from the Canadian
Species at Risk Act Registry (SARA) / COSEWIC Status Reports to create a Canadian
database for plant species at risk. For each species I have recorded the number of
populations with known versus uncertain status as well as data points pertaining to
abundance (as it relates to demographic stochasticity), distribution (as it relates to
isolation), and species biology (as it relates to ephemerality). All species with recorded
report traits can be found in Appendix A. To address my objectives, I summarize these
report parameters and then outline a series of ANCOVA tests to compare the degree of
missing information in these parameters to species-specific traits.

2.1. COSEWIC Status Reports in 2013
In the 2003-2008 Species at Risk Act General Status Report, 110 of the 3858
naturally occurring vascular plant species in Canada were listed as “At Risk”. An
additional 552 species were listed as “May Be At Risk”, 112 were listed as
“Undetermined”, and 30 were listed as “Not Assessed” (Environment Canada, 2009). All
together, these largely unexamined species made up approximately 18% of the total
number of Canadian vascular species according to the report. On COSEWICs registry
website (http://www.sararegistry.gc.ca) in August 2013, there were 172 vascular plant
species listed within the Species at Risk Registry including 29 with Special Concern
designation. In April 2014 there were 213 species listed including 66 Special Concern or
Not At Risk. Some of these species may have been added to the list since the 2008
publication from the may be at risk, undetermined, or not assessed categories. My
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analyses are limited to the data available in 2013 but it is important to note that these
numbers have changed. I excluded the 29 species of Special Concern from my dataset
because they were less likely to remain in their current status designation over the
multiple years this study took place. Therefore, if the decision was made to continue
these analyses with next years’ data, these species would be less likely to offer useful
information. Additionally, nineteen reports for Endangered or Threatened species were
either unavailable or incomplete, having no report available on the SARA registry or
having missing sections in a report that was available, resulting in a final sample size of
103 species. Ultimately, I extracted data from 103 COSEWIC status reports for species
that were listed as Believed Extirpated, Endangered, or Threatened. In each status report I
explicitly searched for information in the Biology section and Technical Summary of
each Status Report to collect species distribution and abundance estimates.

2.2. Standardization of Data Collected from COSEWIC Status Reports
For each species, I recorded the number of known and uncertain populations from
the technical summary of the status reports. I next recorded the quantitative and
qualitative parameters that characterize ephemerality, susceptibility to demographic
stochasticity, and geographical isolation, described below. To ensure consistent
interpretation of the information provided, data were extracted and manipulated by the
same method for each report. Where values were given in a range, I recorded the highest
value. For example, a total population size estimate of 1000-1500 would have been
recorded as 1500 individuals. By convention, area of occupancy must not exceed extent
of occurrence in COSEWIC reports. In cases where there was only one population
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present, I assumed the extent of occurrence to equal the area of occupancy, even if stated
otherwise in the report. This choice was based on the observation that reported extents
were based either on grid estimations (that were not as precise as the measured area of
occupancy) or on measurements including the locations of uncertain populations. I
distinguished between populations of known versus uncertain status. In some reports, the
number of populations of uncertain status was presented as its own parameter (called
uncertain populations). In others, however, the total number of known populations was
given as a range and the uncertain populations parameter left blank. In these cases the
low value was used to represent the known populations and the difference between low
and high values was used to represent uncertain locations. When report authors did not
mention the uncertain population parameter, but instead only recorded the known number
of populations as a single numerical entry while leaving the uncertain parameter blank, I
interpreted this to mean that the report is certain of all possible populations for that
species and left a blank for populations of uncertain status. The number of uncertain
populations was never given as a zero in the status reports and I did not record them as
such either, instead my blank entries represent missing data. I recognize that these are
assumptions and my dataset represents a minimum estimate of the degree of uncertainty
in population data. All summary statistics inevitably included some blank entries, as not
all species reports contained every piece of information I was looking for. These were
recorded differently from entries where “unknown” was reported by COSEWIC.
However in the analyses both entries were treated as missing data or as a value of zero,
depending on the question. I summarized each original or calculated variable according
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to the nature of the extracted data. Qualitative data were summarized in counts while
averages, medians, and errors were calculated for quantitative data.

2.3. Data Collection and Analysis by Question
2.3.1. Question 1: Which Population Parameters Are Missing Information?
I recorded whether the species was perennial or annual as well as herbaceous or
woody, from the descriptive paragraphs of the Biology section of the Status Reports.
Biennial species were included with perennial species. Biennial species were recorded as
perennials. I recorded the following data parameters from the Technical Summary of
each report to describe population-level susceptibility to demographic stochasticity: total
number of mature individuals in Canada, number of populations, area of occupancy, and
number of individuals for a single population (minimum and maximum). In addition to
these, I calculated an additional parameter to characterize the average population size by
dividing the total number of individuals by the number of populations. To characterize
the average geographical area, I divided the area of occupancy by the total number of
populations for each species, assuming that this would represent the area of occupancy
for a single average population. I also recorded data from the Technical Summaries to
describe geographical isolation. These included extent of occurrence, area of occupancy,
and qualitative descriptions of fragmentation. I also calculated an additional parameter to
describe the proportion of range occupied (the proportion of the range all populations
together actually take up), by dividing the area of occupancy by the extent of occurrence.
To determine which parameters had large gaps in knowledge, I summarized each by the
number of missing data points.
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2.3.2 Question 2: What Proportion of Species Have At Least One Population of
Uncertain Status/Existence? How Many Populations of Uncertain Status Do These
Species Have On Average?
I recorded the number of current populations (what I call known) and the number
of uncertain populations (what I call populations of uncertain status or missing
populations) from the Technical Summary of the Status Reports. The number of
uncertain populations was inferred either directly from the report parameter “number of
uncertain populations” or indirectly from an estimate of “known populations” given in a
range, as described above. For example, in a situation where the number of known
populations was cited as 10-12 and the number of uncertain populations was left blank, I
interpreted that to mean there were 10 certain populations and 2 uncertain. To determine
the prevalence of missing populations, I calculated summary statistics across species,
comparing those that had at least one population of uncertain status versus those species
for which there were no reported populations of uncertain status and how many of these
populations they reported. I used this parameter below in additional statistical analyses.

2.3.3. Question 3: Are Some Species More Likely to Have Missing Information?
2.3.3.1. Are Particular Species More Likely to Report Missing Data Points in Report
Parameters For Some Common Reason?
To determine whether missing data can be predicted by traits related to species
ephemerality, susceptibility to demographic stochasticity, and susceptibility to
geographical isolation, I ran a series of Poisson distribution ANCOVA tests using SPSS
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Statistics 21 (1989, 2012; SPSS Inc., Chicago Illinois USA).

I used a Poisson

distribution in response to finding non normal distributions for my parameters of interest.
I made number of missing data points the response variable and a number of report
parameters the independent variables: life span, tissue type, fragmentation, as fixed
factors and the proportion of the range occupied (AO/EO) as covariate. I initially
included all parameters examined in this study but found this combination produced the
best model. For these two questions only, I added information to the dataset that was
originally missing from the status reports, as described earlier, from the USDA PLANTS
database (USDA, 2014). This was done to maximize the availability of information on
predictor traits. The number of missing data points however, which was analyzed by the
procedure below, was kept constant with the initial assessment, before gaps were filled in
with outside information.

2.3.3.2. Are Particular Species More Likely to Report Missing Populations For
Some Common Reason?
To determine whether missing populations can be predicted by traits related to
species ephemerality, susceptibility to demographic stochasticity, and susceptibility to
geographical isolation, I ran a series of Poisson distribution ANCOVA tests using SPSS
Statistics 21 (1989, 2012; SPSS Inc., Chicago Ilinois USA) identical to the analysis for
missing data. I made number of missing populations the response variable and a number
of report parameters the independent variables: life span, tissue type, fragmentation, as
fixed factors and the proportion of the range occupied as covariate (AO/EO).
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Concerning data describing ephemerality, I predicted that herbaceous and annual
species would be more likely to report uncertain populations because they are difficult to
find, compared with woody and perennial species. With this premise, I asked whether
species with at least one population of uncertain status differed in a significant way in life
history traits (annual or perennial and herbaceous or woody) from species that did not
report such populations. I did the same comparing tissue type with whether species
reported uncertain populations or not. Concerning data describing susceptibility to
demographic stochasticity, I predicted that species with small population sizes would be
more likely to report uncertain populations under the assumption that these populations
are more likely to be missed during surveys when they are present and are also more
likely to die out between surveys due to stochastic processes. I asked whether species
with at least one uncertain population differed in their average population size
(abundance) of one population from species that did not report any uncertain populations.
Concerning data describing geographic isolation, I predicted that species with small
geographical area would be more likely to report uncertain populations, again, under the
assumption that these populations are more likely to be missed during surveys when they
are present and are also more likely to die out between surveys. I predicted that species
with a small AO/EO (proportion of range individuals actually take up in space) would be
more likely to report uncertain populations because they may either exist in isolated
groups or be very small in size, reducing the likelihood of being found in a survey. I also
predicted that species reporting severe population fragmentation would be more likely to
report uncertain populations based on the assumptions that isolated populations are more
difficult to locate when searching for new sites and that known populations are more
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likely to die out between surveys. I asked whether species with at least one uncertain
population differed in population fragmentation from species that did not report uncertain
populations.
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3. RESULTS
3.1. Question 1: Which Population Parameters Are Missing Information?
3.1.1. Biological Information
Of the 103 species studied, 31 (30%) were annual and 63 (61%) were perennial;
Status reports for nine species did not report life-span (see Table 1 and raw data in
Appendix A). Upon further investigation, I found that these nine species were comprised
of entirely of perennial plants. Further, 80 (78%) species were herbaceous and 7 (7%)
were woody; 16 species reports did not report tissue type (Figure 1). Again, upon further
investigation, I found that these 16 species were comprised of 15 herbaceous and 1
woody species. Of the annual species, 29 were herbaceous while two were woody and
one was missing an entry. Of perennial species, 48 were also herbaceous while six were
woody and eight did not report the parameter. There were seven species that did not
contain information for either life history parameter.
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Figure 1. Summary of ephemerality traits for COSEWIC-listed plant species Status
Reports. Data includes 103 species from the SARA registry. Perennial species includes
true perennials and biennials.

3.1.2. Abundance Information
Average population size was 170,609  1,259,469 individuals (N = 92, Median =
392, Minimum = 0; Maximum = 12000000). Seven reports (7%) did not record the total
number of mature individuals for the species, seven (7%) did not record area of
occupancy, and 39 (38%) and 37 (36%) did not record min and max number of
individuals per population, respectively (see Table 1).

3.1.3. Distribution Information
Average geographical population area was 2.18 km2  4.222 (N = 96, Median =
0.5 km2, Minimum = 0 km2, Maximum = 20 km2). On average, populations occupied
20.89%  0.36% of their range (AO/EO: N = 95, Median =. 2.46%, Minimum =
28

0.0006%, Maximum = 100%). Fifty-one species (50%) were reported as having a
severely fragmented distribution, 25 (24%) were not considered severely fragmented, and
27 species lacked information.

3.1.4. Summary of Missing Information
Most species were missing only one or two parameters out of the nine chosen for
this study. Together this produced a total of 137 missing data points. Fifty-eight percent
of that is attributable to missing abundance estimates, twenty-four percent to
geographical information, and eighteen to biological information (see Figure 2 and 3,
Table 1, and Table 2).
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Figure 2. Frequency of COSEWIC status reports for plant species exhibiting missing data
points (blank or unknown entries). These include life span, tissue type, extent of
occurrence, area of occupancy, number of known populations, total number of
individuals in Canada, minimum and maximum number of individuals in a single
population, and fragmentation.

Figure 3. Distribution of missing data in COSEWIC-listed plant species status reports by
parameter type. There were 137 missing parameters within 103 species. Abundance
estimates were described by total number of individuals, minimum number of individuals
in a population, and maximum number of individuals in a population. Geographical
information was described by extent of occurrence, area of occupancy, and degree of
fragmentation, and biological information was described by life history and tissue type.
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Table 1. Summary of parameter values for 103 COSEWIC-listed plant species with
available status reports in 2013. These include life span, tissue type, extent of occurrence,
area of occupancy, number of known populations, total number of individuals in Canada,
minimum and maximum number of individuals in a single population, and fragmentation.

Mean or summary
(across all species)
63 perennial, 31 annual
80 herbaceous, 7 woody
4866.13
23.86
20.89

SE
n/a
n/a
149.31
0.59
0.36

Median
n/a
n/a
77
5
2.46

n (out of
103
species)
94
87
97
95
95

Number of known
populations

10.5

0.2

5

103

Number of missing
populations

2.19

0.12

1

21

Total number of
individuals in Canada

514,475.91

22,339.98

1,650.00

96

Average Population Size
(total/#pops)

170,609.76

12,689.89

392.31

92

2.18

0.04

0.5

96

891.95

74.89

37.5

64

331,303.97

27,199.89

1,287.00

66

51 severely fragmented,
29 not fragmented

n/a

n/a

80

Trait
Life span
Tissue type
Extent of Occurrence (EO)
Area of Occpupancy (AO)
AO/EO*100

Average Geog. Population
Size (AO/#pops)
Minimum number of
individuals in a single
population
Maximum number of
individuals in a single
population
Fragmentation
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Table 2. The number of missing parameter values for COSEWIC-listed at-risk plant
species status reports and the details of which values were missing in the sections
reviewed of each status report (Technical report, biology section). Species missing more
than three pieces of data critical to conservation action (n=20) are highlighted with grey
shading. . Missing data categories include: AO = Area of Occupancy, EO = Extent of
Occuurence, F = fragmentation, LS = life span, MAX = population size of the largest
known population, MIN = population size of the smallest known population, TN = total
number of mature individuals in Canada, and TT – tissue type. Number of known
populations was not missing for any species.

Actaea elata

Number
of Blank
Entries
0

Agalinis skinneriana

0

Ammannia robusta

0

Antennaria Flagellaris

0

Betula lenta

0

Camissonia contorta

0

Carex tumulicola

0

Celtis tenuifolia

0

Dalea villosa

0

Enemion biternatum

0

Eurybia divaricata

0

Juncus kelloggii

0

Liatris spicata

0

Liparis liliifolia

0

Lipocarpha micrantha

0

Lotus formosissimus

0

Lotus pinnatus

0

Lupinus densiflorus

0

Scientific name

Missing parameters
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Lupinus lepidus

0

Magnolia acuminata

0

Meconella oregana

0

Microseris bigelovii

0

Minuartia pusilla

0

Orthocarpus barbatus

0

Orthocarpus bracteosus

0

Phlox speciosa

0

Polemonium vanbruntiae

0

Polygala incarnata

0

Polystichum lemmonii

0

Polystichum scopulinum

0

Ranunculus alismifolius

0

Salix chlorolepis

0

Sanicula arctopoides

0

Silene spaldingii

0

Stylohorun diphyllum

0

Tephrosia virginiana

0

Tonella tonella

0

Tradescantia occidentalis

0

Trillium flexipes

0

Triphysaria versicolor

0

Tripterocalyx micranthus

0

Uropappus lindleyi

0
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Viola praemorsa ssp. praemorsa

0

Buchnera americana

1

TT

Calochortus lyallii

1

TT

Camassia scilloides

1

F

Carex juniperorum

1

TT

Castilleja levisecta

1

F

Castilleja rupicola

1

LS

Castilleja victoriae

1

AO

Eleocharis geniculata (great lake
plains)

1

F

Lophiola aurea

1

F

Phacelia ramosissima

1

TT

Plagiobothrys tenellus

1

F

Psilocarphus brevissimus

1

TN

Ptelea trifoliata

1

TT

Sanicula bipinnatifida

1

F

Triteleia howellii

1

AO

Abronia umbellata

2

MAX, MIN

Adiantum capillus-veneris

2

EO, AO

Agalinis aspera

2

MAX, MIN

Azolla mexicana

2

MAX, MIN

Bouteloua dactyloides

2

MAX, MIN

Carex lupuliformis

2

MAX, MIN
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Carex sabulosa

2

LS, TT

Castanea dentata

2

MAX, MIN

Centaurium muehlenbergii

2

MAX, MIN

Chenopodium subglabrum

2

MAX, MIN

Cirsium hillii

2

MAX, MIN

Collomia tenella

2

MAX, MIN

Drosera filiformis

2

MAX, MIN

Gentiana alba

2

MAX, MIN

Geum peckii

2

LS, TT

Isoetes bolanderi

2

MAX, MIN

lupinus rivularis

2

MAX, MIN

Plantago cordata

2

LS, TT

Platanthera leucophaea

2

MAX, MIN

Ranunculus Californicus

2

F, LS

Sida hermaphrodita

2

MAX, MIN

Silene Scouler ssp.grandis

2

MAX, MIN

Symphyotrichum frondosum

2

MAX, MIN

Symphyotrichum praeltum

2

MAX, MIN

Woodsia obtusa

2

MIN, TT

Triphora trianthophoros

3

MAX, MIN, TN

Balsamorhiza deltoidea

3

MAX, MIN, TN
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Cirsium pitcheri

3

F, MAX, MIN

Cornus florida

3

F, MAX, MIN

Cryptantha minima

3

MAX, MIN, TN

Frasera caroliniensis

3

MAX, MIN, TT

Hymenoxys herbacea

3

MAX, MIN, TT

Isoetes engelmannii

3

F, LS, TT

Lomantium grayi

3

F, LS, TT

Smilax rotundifolia

3

F, MAX, MIN

Symphyotrichum Laurentianum

3

F, MAX, MIN

Symphyotrichum prenanthoides

3

F, MAX, MIN

Viola pedata

3

F, MAX, MIN

Bartonia paniculata ssp.
paniculata

4

F, MAX, MIN, TT

Epilobium torreyi

4

AO, EO, MAX, MIN

Potamogeton ogdenii

4

AO, EO, MAX, MIN

Plagiobothrys figuratus

5

AO, EO, F, MAX, MIN

Vaccinium stamineum

5

F, LS, MAX, MIN, TT

Isotria medeoloides

5

F, LS, MAX, MIN, TT

Lupinus oreganus

6

AO, EO, MAX, MIN, TN

36

3.2. Question 2: What Proportion of Species Have At Least One Population of
Uncertain Status? How Many Populations of Uncertain Status Do These Species
Have On Average?
Of the 103 species studied, 21 (20%) contained at least one population of
uncertain status (range = 0 – 10 uncertain populations, Figure 4). When species had
uncertain populations, on average, uncertain populations made up 37%  21% (assuming
blank entries for uncertain populations had a value of zero) of the total number of
populations known or speculated to exist for each species (median = 25%, Figure 5). The
proportion of uncertain to known populations (percent total species missing) ranged from
8% (n = 3) to 100% (n = 4, these species are assumed extirpated).

Species were

summarized by parameter value, comparing species with missing populations and those
not reporting missing populations, in Table 3. I explore differences between these groups
below.
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Figure 4. Frequency of uncertain populations among COSEWIC-listed plant
species status reports with at least one uncertain population. N = 103 species.

Figure 5. Frequency of the proportion of uncertain populations among
COSEWIC-listed species status reports with at least one uncertain population. N
= 103 species. The value for the first bar is off the chart at 84 species.
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Table 3. Summary of parameter values (Mean, Standard Error (SE), and Median) for both
species reporting populations of uncertain status and species not reporting populations of
uncertain status. Qualitative traits are presented first followed by quantitative. N = 103.
Proportion of range occupied was calculated as AO/EO*100, Average Population Size
was calculated as total # individuals / # populations, and Average Geog. Population Size
was calculated as AO / # populations.

Trait
Life span
Tissue type
Fragmentation

Mean or
Count of
Species with
No Uncertain
Populations
50 perennial,
26 annual
64 herbaceous,
6 woody
42 severely
fragmented,
22 not

SE

Median

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

Mean or
Count of
Species with
1+ Uncertain
Populations
13 perennial, 5
annual
16 herbaceous,
1 woody
9 severely
fragmented, 7
not

SE

Median

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

Extent of
Occurrence (EO)

3,461.08

136.34

70.00

11,979.22

1,565.40

778.50

Area of
Occpupancy (AO)

19.03

0.55

4.05

49.66

6.30

8.00

Proportion of
range occupied

22.19

0.44

2.56

13.92

1.86

2.46

Number of known
populations

11.40

0.28

5.00

7

0.36

4.00

Number of
missing
populations

n/a

n/a

n/a

2.19

0.12

1.00

Total number of
individuals in
Canada

643,202.53

31,535.29

1,650.00

25,314.70

3,604.00

1631.50

Average
Population Size

214,100.60

19,351.19

416.67

3,513.41

598.26

350.00

Average Geog.
Population Size

2.10

0.05

0.50

2.5

0.27

0.42

Minimum number
of individuals in a
single population

1037.77

102.11

44.50

260.083

46.79

33.00

Maximum
number of
individuals in a
single population

408,137.17

37,724.07

1,274.00

18,060.92

2,980.14

1300.00

39

3.3. Question 3: Are Some Species More Likely to Have Missing Information? Are
Particular Species More Likely to Report Missing Data Points in Report Parameters
For Some Common Reason? Are Particular Species More Likely to Report Missing
Populations For Some Common Reason?

Biological, demographic, and life history traits did not predict the degree to which
data was missing in status reports. However, missing data points in these species-level
characteristics, did predict the frequency of other missing data. There was a significant
difference detected among classes of fragmentation (assuming a Poisson distribution for
count data: Wald 2 = 21.609, df = 2, P < 0.001), but this was due to the large difference
in number of missing populations between species that were not severely fragmented and
those with missing information regarding total population fragmentation (post-hoc
comparison, df = 2, t=12.075, P = 0.001) and not due to differences between fragmented
and non-fragmented populations (Table 4). Species that had missing entries for
fragmentation had 2.296  0.4891 missing parameters on average while species that
reported sever fragmentation only had 0.855  0.1791 missing parameters.
Species with populations of uncertain status did not differ from populations that
did not report populations of uncertain status for any of the parameters studied.
Fragmentation was marginally significant (Wald X2 = 5.004, df = 2, P = 0.082) due to the
large difference between species reporting severe fragmentation and those with missing
data (post-hoc comparison, df = 3, t=3.910, P = 0.061). Species with more populations of
uncertain status tended to occupy a smaller proportion of their range (AO/EO) ( = 0.025, F = 4.980 df = 1, P = 0.025) (see Table 5).
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Table 4. Results of ANCOVA testing whether missing data can be predicted by traits
related to species ephemerality, susceptibility to demographic stochasticity, and
susceptibility to geographical isolation, using Poisson distribution and SPSS Statistics 21
(1989, 2012; SPSS Inc., Chicago Illinois USA). The number of missing data points was
the response variable and a number of report parameters the independent variables: life
span, tissue type, fragmentation, as fixed factors and the proportion of the range occupied
(AO/EO) as covariate. Information that was originally missing from the status reports
was added from USDA PLANTS database (USDA, 2014).
Intercept
Life Span
Tissue Type
Fragmentation
AO/EO

Wald X2
2.876
0.713
0.700
21.609
0.775

Fragmentation
Status
No Data on
Fragmentation
Status
Not
fragmented
Severely
fragmented

df
1
1
1
2
1

P
0.090
0.398
0.403
0.000
0.379

Mean

SE

2.296

0.4891

1.063

0.2611

0.855

0.1791

pairwise
comparison
Sig.

} 0.001
} 0.411
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Table 5. Results of ANCOVA testing whether populations of uncertain status can be
predicted by traits related to species ephemerality, susceptibility to demographic
stochasticity, and susceptibility to geographical isolation, using Poisson distribution and
SPSS Statistics 21 (1989, 2012; SPSS Inc., Chicago Illinois USA). The number of
populations with uncertain status was the response variable and a number of report
parameters the independent variables: life span, tissue type, fragmentation, as fixed
factors and the proportion of the range occupied (AO/EO) as covariate. Information that
was originally missing from the status reports was added from USDA PLANTS database
(USDA, 2014).

Intercept
life span
tissue type
fragmentation
AO/EO

Wald X2
8.095
0.095
0.527
5.004
5.205

df
1
1
1
2
1

Sig.
0.004
0.758
0.468
0.082
0.023
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4. DISCUSSION
4.1. Discussion of Findings by Question
4.1.1. Question 1: Which Population Parameters Are Missing Needed Information?
On average, species were missing data (“unknown”s or blank entries) for a total
of 1.33  1.45 out of 9 parameters given in the reports and analyzed in this study (n =
103, median = 1, min = 0, max = 6). This resulted in a total of 137 missing data points
across all species and examined parameters. Most species were missing only one or two
data points out of the nine chosen for this study, but of the data missing, most is
attributable to missing abundance estimates (79 missing points out of 137 total = 58%),
including information on number of known populations, total number of individuals, and
minimum and maximum number of individuals in a single population. The remainder
consisted of missing geographical (33/137 = 24%) and biological information (25/137 =
18%).

4.1.1.1. Many Status Reports Are Missing Biological Information
Twenty-five species (24%) were missing biological information, in the form of
either life history or tissue type. Tear et al. (1995) found distribution data was most
commonly reported for American listed vertebrate species (88%) in recovery plans while
abundance data was available about half as often. This may reflect improved data
availability in American reports or a bias towards estimates for animals. There is little
literature available to compare vascular plant species. Biological information about
species life history patterns is crucial to understanding population dynamics over time
and therefore essential to population management (Clark et al. 2002; Boersma, 2001;
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Rohlf, 1991). This may pertain to either the types of ecological interactions species have
with other organisms or with the environment, both of which alter the reproductive
health, death rates, and seedling establishment.

4.1.1.2. Many Status Reports Are Missing Single Population Abundance Estimates
In addition to number of populations, which will be discussed later, reports were
also often either reporting approximate values or leaving entries blank for other
descriptive parameters. More than a third of reports did not include the minimum and
maximum number of individuals in a single population, indicating missing single
population estimates. Three of these species probably didn’t have these parameters
included because they only had one known population, negating the need to record two
different abundance estimates, and five species probably did not record it because they
have zero known populations and are presumed extirpated. The rest, however, essentially
only offer presence/absence values at the population level, contrary to popular
recommendation for quantitative abundance data (Justice Laws, 2002; Sleep and Trout,
2013; Ontario, 2007; IUCN, 2010). I calculated average population size for myself by
dividing total number of individuals by number of known populations, an estimate that
revealed sizes for 92 out of 103 species (89%), but these estimates are approximate,
evenly distributed by averaging, and not based on field observations and thus would not
be used for management purposes. Estimating other parameters in this way is likely not
possible as more field data is needed. Total number of individuals for the species was
noted more often (96/103 species = 93%), but I am unclear about how this figure could
have been estimated with much confidence considering how many single population
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estimates were missing. Perhaps single population estimates are simply not reported in
the reports though they are collected and used to estimate total species abundance. In
either case, it is unclear how many individuals make up populations of ar-risk plant
species in Canada.
In total, there were seventy-nine missing abundance estimates in the form of
either total number of individuals, minimum number of individuals in a population, or
maximum number of individuals in a population. Thirty-eight and 37 species were
missing single population abundance estimates in the form of min and max number of
individuals, respectively. This is 37% of all 103 species I was able to collect information
from and 22% of all 172 listed species (extirpated, endangered, or threatened) in Canada.
Gerber and Hatch (2002) found that population size was the most frequently used
quantitative recovery criterion in American recovery plans, whereas I found total number
of individuals was the parameter in Canadian reports that was missing the least. This lack
of abundance measures for single populations is a problem, firstly, for assessing the
overall health of species, as population size is important for assessing extirpation risk
(Haines et al., 2013; Schemske et al. 1994; Boersma et al. 2001; Lodge et al., 2006).
Secondly, abundance estimates are important for making regional goals for species
protection. As populations may reside in areas of different environmental governance
from one another, it is important to know where the most vulnerable populations are.
Thirdly, monitoring species recovery requires tangible measures of change over time.
Changes in abundance at the population level may signal population growth or decline as
a result of regional influences. These need to be identified and understood to ensure
species conservation.
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4.1.1.3. Many Status Reports Are Missing Distribution Information
Thirty-three species (32% of all 103 species studied) were missing geographical
information in the form of either extent of occurrence, area of occupancy, or degree of
fragmentation. Spatial information, such as species ranges and total population
fragmentation, is important for assessing health at both the population and species level
and also for setting management goals for the data it lends to distribution. This includes
data on the distance between populations and the distance between individuals.
Furthermore, these parameters are recognized by COSEWIC as being necessary for
informing status designation (Justice Laws, 2002).

4.1.2. Question 2: What Proportion of Species Have At Least One Population of
Uncertain Status/Existence? How Many Populations of Uncertain Status Do These
Species Have On Average?
4.1.2.1. Many Status Reports Are Missing Presence/Absence Data for At Least One
Population
Many status reports either directly reported missing populations in their “number
of uncertain populations” parameter or indirectly implied missing populations by giving
the “number of known populations” in a range. To clarify, what the reports call uncertain
populations and I call populations of uncertain status, refers to populations that were at
one time known or suspected to exist but that have either not been located with recent
surveys or not been surveyed at all. Of the 103 species I was able to find complete status
reports for, twenty-one (20%) had at least one or more populations of uncertain status,
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typically making up 25% (median) to 39% (average) of the total number of populations
for the whole species in Canada. This means that, in 2013, 20% of Canadian at risk
species with status reports only had reliable presence/absence data for a maximum of
three quarters of their populations. Therefore, 52% of all listed Canadian at-risk plant
species do not have reliable population presence/absence data because they either do not
have a status report (60/172 = 40%) or they have too many missing populations (21/172 =
12%).
Populations may go missing between surveys for a couple reasons: the population
may have died out, which is more likely to happen when the last survey abundance
estimates for that population were very low; the population may have shrunken to a size
that is no longer detectible by the survey technique being used; the population may have
shifted boundaries if growth over time was directional; differences in survey technique
between years as well as differences in investigator may result in different survey results,
and finally, it is possible that the population has never been formally surveyed but instead
only reported by casual naturalists (Barry and Welsh, 2001; Melville and Welsh, 2001;
Rew et al., 2006). In any case, missing populations contribute a large degree of
uncertainty to the overall understanding of the species’ status in Canada and therefore
drastically limit management attempts (Sleep and Trout, 2013; Rew et al., 2006). Little
more than half of Canadian species not having reliable presence/absence data at the
population level is concerning. Knowing the number of populations present in Canada, or
present in local areas, for at-risk species is important for not only for having a general
idea of true species presence and distribution but because the number of breeding
populations may affect the long term health status of the species (Schemske et al., 1994;
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Engen et al., 2003; Vindenes et al., 2008). More populations may mean more individuals,
a basic qualifier for reduced status. Presence data is especially important for assessing the
likelihood of rescue effect occurring for the most threatened populations. Where one
population is particularly threatened because of low number of individuals, the
conservation prioritization for that species could change if a missing population near it
was confirmed, or similarly if a new nearby population was found, as more populations
enhances the rescue effect (McArthur and Wilson, 1967; Richter-Dyn and Goel, 1972).
Obtaining absence data is difficult, as not finding a population does not necessarily mean
it was not truly there (Engler, 2004), but increased confidence in presence data may
suffice in place of true absences and should be a priority for COSEWIC’s future efforts.
This may require more field investigation for species where presence data is particularly
incomplete.

4.1.3. Summary of Missing Information
Not including the 29 Special Concern species I did not search for, only 103
species out of the possible 172 listed had available status reports in 2013. This means that
only approximately 60% of the most at-risk Canadian vascular plant species currently
have potentially reliable status reports. COSEWIC did often provide at least an executive
summary when status reports were missing, but these were not necessarily
comprehensive enough for extracting population data. In addition, many of the reports
that were available were often lacking in presence/absence and abundance data as well as
biological and geographical species-specific information. These are described below. To
compare to other studies, in 2005, Venter et al. (2006) found there were 151 vascular
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plant species listed by COSEWIC. In extracting information on threats facing listed
species, Venter et al. used COSEWIC status reports, executive summaries, and Canadian
Wildlife Service data to inform their study, acknowledging that the data sources
COSEWIC uses for compiling species-specific information does not often come from
experimental or quantitative sources. They did not comment on how many status reports
they were able to find or use. Neel, et al. (2012), examining all species types under the
American Endangered Species Act, were able to extract information from 1173 recovery
plans out of 1320 listed species (89%), the equivalent informative document to Canadian
Status Reports. This is much larger than the proportion of species I was able to find
information for in Canada.

52% of all listed Canadian at-risk plant species do not have reliable population
presence/absence data because they either do not have a status report (60/172 = 40%) or
they have too many missing populations (21/172 = 12%, of 103 species studied = 20%).
Seventy-seven percent of all 103 species I was able to collect information from
(extirpated, endangered, or threatened) in Canada were missing abundance estimates in
the form of either total number of individuals, minimum number of individuals in a
population, or maximum number of individuals in a population. Thirty-three species
(32% of all 103 species studied) were missing geographical information in the form of
either extent of occurrence, area of occupancy, or degree of fragmentation, and twentyfive species (24%) were missing biological information, in the form of either life history
or tissue type.

49

4.1.4. Question 3: Are Some Species More Likely to Have Missing Information?
If survey difficulties are one of the main reasons for missing information in
species reports, as suggested by literature (Barry and Welsh, 2001; Melville and Welsh,
2001; Rew et al., 2006; Sleep and Trout, 2013; Buckland et al., 2007), then it is
important to identify situations where surveys are likely to yield incomplete data. These
may include situations where the traits of particular species make new populations
difficult to locate or known populations difficult to extract data from. I have suggested 4
possible situations in Appendix A-3 that might reduce field data quality despite not
finding statistical justification for them, as described below. Here I discuss the results of
my attempt at relating species-specific traits to the number of missing populations
reported by the status report.

4.1.4.1. Are Particular Species More Likely to Report Missing Data Points in Report
Parameters For Some Common Reason?
My ANCOVA did not reveal significant differences in total number of missing
data points between species. There was a significant difference detected among classes of
fragmentation, but this was due to the large difference in number of missing populations
between species that were not severely fragmented and those with missing information
regarding total population fragmentation and not due to differences between nonfragmented and fragmented populations. This means that species with missing data, at
least in terms of fragmentation, may be more likely to have missing data in other areas as
well. It does not mean, contrary to my assumptions, that a higher degree of population
fragmentation makes species more likely to have missing data.
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4.1.4.2. Are Particular Species More Likely to Report Missing Populations For
Some Common Reason?
Ephemerality of above-ground biomass may affect the likelihood of encountering
an individual at ground level due to differences in time plants exist in various forms.
Annual and herbaceous species may be more difficult to find on average because they
tend not to persist over winter and may only exist as seed bank for some years across
environmental gradients. Woody species are more likely to survive or at least persist in a
dead but identifiable form through small fires and floods but are more likely to disappear
during extensive flooding (Bellingham and Sparrow, 2000; Marba et al., 2007). The vast
majority of Canadian listed species are herbaceous (77%) with more than a quarter of all
species being both herbaceous and annual. Statistical analysis by means of a contingency
table revealed no significant differences between species that reported populations of
uncertain status and those that did not with respect to ephemerality of the species. Life
history and tissue type, according to my findings, have no effect on whether a population
is likely or unlikely to report a missing population. This is contrary however to how the
IUCN and Sleep and Trout (2013) understand surveying difficulties. Both point out how
accurate data may be difficult to obtain from short-lived species. Species with short life
spans fluctuate significantly in population parameters over time, a characteristic that is
normally predictive of higher extinction risk but that is natural for short-live species
(IUCN 2010). These species may be more likely to report missing populations, simply
because they have shifted their boundaries or died out faster than longer-lived species. It
is more likely that the species under study here are so varied both in life history traits and
tissue type, as well as number of other characteristics, that I was unable to discern a
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difference between them looking at individual traits at a time. Being herbaceous may
render a species more likely to disappear over the winter, thereby becoming harder to
survey for, but only if surveys are conducted during the winter. Woody plants may persist
longer after fires, but this is only relevant to surveys in areas prone to wildfires.
Similarly, populations of herbaceous or annual plants may be prone to shorter life cycles
than woody plants or even perennial herbs, but they may also be faster to regenerate after
death, or happen to be more genetically diverse, or have ample resources in their
landscape placement, or any other number of factors that might give them an advantage
despite their possibly disadvantageous ephemerality. It is obvious that many more factors
are at work in determining the ease with which a population of plants might be surveyed.
The amount of information missing in Canadian status reports contradicts
acknowledgements by SARA and literature over the importance of biological information
in assessing species status (Sleep and Trout, 2013; IUCN, 2010). Twenty-five species
(24%) were missing either life history or tissue type information. I would suggest, despite
finding a relationship between these species-specific traits and surveying difficulty, that
such biological knowledge needs to be vastly improved in COSEWIC status reports in
part for the possible relationships I have presented here and in part because of wide
agreement in literature (Clark et al. 2002; Boersma, 2001; Rohlf, 1991). Biological
information is already accepted as being widely important for understanding population
dynamics, and therefore integral to assessing extinction risk. I am suggesting that it is
additionally important for prioritizing species for further investigation, as it may hint at
the likelihood of obtaining high quality data from the field. Life history may affect
surveying difficulty in a number of ways depending on the species of interest and the
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nature of the population location. Tissue type as well may alter survey effectiveness
depending on the species and time the investigation takes place. Seed banks present a
unique problem to comprehensive plant surveys because clearing events such fire and
flood are likely to open space for the dormant seeds. COSEWIC did not have thorough
biological information on individual species to estimate likely seed bank persistence
times, and therefore was not analyzed with the other parameters in this study. However,
seed bank residency time should be specified more often in status reports for the
information it may lend to surveying ease, and therefore also to the quality of retrieved
field data. My results are novel here in two ways. Firstly, I have revealed a large degree
of missing data associated with biological information in Canadian status reports.
Secondly, I have for the first time revealed possible predictors of data reliability when
collecting information for at-risk plant species, though I did not find statistical
significance. Based on sound theory, it is reasonable to assume ephemerality would pose
surveying challenges were all other factors held constant. I would suggest first, that
further collection of species biological knowledge be undertaken to improve the
information used to assist in status designation and, second, that species with the traits I
have outlined here be reconsidered for further survey work, as the data coming from
these populations may be less reliable than that of other species.
Susceptibility to stochasticity may affect the likelihood of collecting
representative data from plant populations because it affects the size and longevity of
populations. In my findings, population size was highly skewed towards species with
lower average abundances, meaning that most Canadian-listed species exist in
populations of few individuals. This is not surprising for species at risk. Small population
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size combined with the few number of populations there are to begin with may make
most listed species difficult to locate using traditional ground survey techniques (Barry
and Welsh, 2001; Melville and Welsh, 2001; Rew et al., 2006). Hence, assuming these
trends are true for all populations of the species, locating new populations with traditional
survey techniques will be very difficult for most listed species. Small populations are also
the ones that tend to die out as a result of stochastic effects, meaning known populations
may be more likely to disappear from record between survey dates (Kokko and Ebenhard,
1996; Schemske et al., 1994; Engen et al., 2003; Vindenes et al., 2008). Even so, there
were no significant differences between species reporting populations of uncertain status
and those that did not with respect to abundance. This may be because of faulty logic in
the creation of my parameter for population size. Average population size is not given in
status reports and I did find that the minimum and maximum number of individuals for a
single population was not reported for more than a third of listed species, indicating that
abundance estimates for many populations are not known. It is possible that my averaged
parameter, using the given parameters of total number of mature individuals and area of
occupancy, has made species appear more similar to each other in size than they actually
are. At the least, I think these findings identify a significant weakness in the parameters
given by status reports, in the reporting of about two thirds of the single-population
abundance estimates for listed species. Quantitative abundance estimates are cited as
being needed for extinction assessment by both the IUCN and Canada (IUCN, 2010;
Justice Laws, 2002), yet, in 2013, Canadian species were underrepresented in both
available status reports (40% of all listed not available) and single population abundance
estimates (38% of 103 studied not available). This means that only 64 species out of all
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listed 172 at-risk species in Canada (37%) had abundance estimates at the populationlevel. Though most of this is due to status reports being unavailable, there is an obvious
and large knowledge gap in how many individuals make up the known populations of atrisk plant species in Canada. This needs much improvement, firstly, to improve the
availability of information that aids in species assessment according to cited need in
Canada (Jusitce Laws, 2002; Ontario, 2007), and secondly, to better inform further search
effort for small populations that may be misrepresented in current survey work.
Geographical isolation may affect the reliability of field data for plant populations
because it affects the size of the search area and individual population persistence over
time. Average geographical population size was small for most species, indicating that
individuals of Canadian listed species tend to be clumped together. The proportion of
range a species actually occupies in space was also skewed towards smaller values,
indicating that the geographical area most species take up is significantly smaller than
their respective ranges. For known existing populations, having a large range and small
area of reported occurrence may mean there is potential for highly dispersed species to
move undetected outside their recorded population boundaries. New populations could
also exist across a vast expanse of the remaining range, assuming the necessary
conditions. Because the remaining range is so large, the likelihood of finding new
populations may be much reduced compared with species that tend to grow only in one
area of the country. However, there were no significant differences between species
reporting populations of uncertain status and those that did not with respect to this
parameter, likely because most listed species do not exist in populations with highly
dispersed individuals but rather are clumped in one or a few locations. Populations that
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are tightly clumped as opposed to spread out over a large area may be both easier to find
and assess for population parameters such as abundance and geographic size.
Twice as many species were reported as having fragmented populations compared
with those that were reported as not fragmented. Together with other findings in this
study, this means that listed species tend to exist in small, isolated clumps with few
individuals in each group. Unrecorded populations such as these may be easily missed by
surveys. Furthermore, known populations may be more likely to disappear between
surveys due to the compounding consequences of isolation and small population size
(Henle et al., 2004) already outlined in this paper. Still, there were no significant
differences between species reporting uncertain populations and those that did not, with
respect to total population fragmentation, likely for the reasons already explained.
Fragmentation was marginally significant due to the large difference between species
reporting severe fragmentation and those with missing data. The proportion of the range
occupied (AO/EO) was also marginally significant and negatively sloped, indicating that
smaller AO/EOs may be related to increased number of missing populations. This would
make sense, as fragmentation and isolation may impair the ability to detect populations.
Habitat fragmentation is generally expected to be detrimental to the survival of small
populations (Lienert, 2004; Baur et al., 1995; Boswell et al., 1998). Across groups of
species though, it may not be reasonable to assume this effect works in the same way.
Monocots, graminoids, clonal, abiotically pollinated, and self compatible species are
underrepresented in studied on habitat fragmentation (Hienken and Weber, 2013) and our
study system may be too broad across a taxonomical range to see differences.
Furthermore, we may be seeing compound effects across the parameters examined in this
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study. Like the other parameters however, a large amount of information about the
distribution of species was missing from Canadian status reports. Thirty-three species
(32% of all 103 species studied) were missing geographical information in the form of
either extent of occurrence, area of occupancy, or degree of fragmentation. This
information is necessary for accurately informing status assessment according to SARA
and the IUCN (Justice Laws, 2002; IUCN, 2010). I am suggesting, despite not finding a
significant relationship, that it may also be important for targeting further investigation
into species with highly fragmented populations, as they may not reveal confident
population-level data as accurately as other species.

4.2. Implications for Managing Species At Risk
Threatened and endangered plant species are rare because they occur in very few,
small, or highly dispersed populations continually affected by anthropogenic and natural
stressors (Sleep and Trout, 2013; Rabinowitz, 1981; Rabinowitz et al., 1986).
Quantitative data on population characteristics do not exist for many of the species listed
in the US Endangered Species Act, likely due to the technical and financial difficulties
associated with obtaining accurate distribution and abundance data for species with these
characteristics (Sleep and Trout, 2013; Rew et al., 2006). Yet, the American and
Canadian acts both heavily stress the importance of quantitative data for informing
recovery strategies (Sleep and Trout, 2013; Justice Laws, 2002; Rew et al., 2006; Neel et
al., 2012; Neel et al., 2013). In fact, species listed under the American act have been
shown to be more likely to recover when their recovery plans emphasize quantitative
population parameters (Haines et al,. 2013). More often though, reports for American
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species do not include data required by the recovery objectives or inventory goals, most
of which are quantitative (Neel et al., 2012; Stohlgren et al., 1995). Abundance data
specifically are often left out or reported as educated guesses (Tear et al., 1995). We
know that conservation efforts in the USA are more successful when status reports are
made but there is wide consensus that American reports require much greater emphasis
on species biology for setting and assessing recovery criteria (Schultz and Gerber, 2002;
Taylor et al., 2005). Thus, the American Endangered Species Act process that determines
whether or not to list a species has been criticized for being too subjective (Ferraro et al.,
2007; Robbins, 2009).
Two things are therefore needed for informing environmental management and
policy decisions: highly representative landscape surveys and the reporting of error in
imperfect data. This is particularly important for the management of threatened or
endangered species (Neel and Che-Castaldo, 2013), species that are used as indicators of
ecological performance (Mandelik et al., 2010), and invasive species (Verloove, 2010).
Loss of biodiversity is one of the greatest threats to ecosystem functioning. The removal
of one species can have profound effects on the ecology of others connected by
competition dynamics and food web structure (Ferenc et al., 2006; Gustafsson and
Bostrom, 2011). In Canada, there has been little review of the quality of plant population
data. In order to manage the conservation and recovery of rare plants then, land managers
and policy makers must firstly, know the current locations of important populations and,
secondly, be able to accurately collect or estimate characteristics of these populations
(such as abundance). If we are inaccurately estimating information about the locations
and abundances of these populations, then it is possible that some rare species may be
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more or less rare than their current listing suggests and may therefore be incorrectly
prioritized.

4.3. Conclusion
Before taking on this study, I had noticed that some, but not all, SARA-listed
species seemed to be missing population presence/absence data as well as descriptive
information for the populations that were present. I assumed that this missing information
represented species that were more difficult to achieve representative data from, because
of either biological or spatial constraints on the ability to survey populations. I therefore
assumed that these species would have traits, whether they be biological, ecological, or
geographical characteristics, in common that, if understood, may be used to better target
and inform searches, and therefore improve the confidence of COSEWIC status
designations. To investigate this I compared both the proportion of species reporting
populations of uncertain status to those that did not and the degree of missing data among
species, with respect to the species and population parameters given by the COSEWIC
status reports. No significant differences were found in any parameter between species.
This may indicate that all listed species are equally likely to report missing information. I
think though that it is more likely I was unable to discern differences because the
parameters themselves were too broad. Populations may differ in ephemerality,
population size, and fragmentation for many reasons. Those reasons may in turn aid in
maintaining the existence of the population. For example, the herbaceous species
analyzed in this study may be more likely to report populations of uncertain status, but
that effect may be masked by the fact that all of those species also happen to have large
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populations, or non-fragmented populations, or any other population character that may
make them easier to locate and survey for. Looking at one parameter at a time, I could
not separate species so that other parameters were not possibly influencing the ability of
an investigator to collect complete or representative field data. Therefore, in this study I
could not identify single species traits that significantly alter the likelihood of finding and
properly surveying a population of that species. However, I do recommend traits in this
thesis that, in certain combinations, may affect the quality of data being retrieved from
field surveys (Appendix A-3).
Without accurate population-level data it is impossible to reliably assess the status
of any species (Regan et al., 2006). Many types of population-level information are
missing for Canadian species at-risk. Furthermore, it is nearly impossible to
systematically improve the likelihood of obtaining complete and representative data (Foin
et al., 1998) in surveys when dealing with a large study area, as conservation is inherently
inefficient simply due to financial and logistical constraints (Miller et al., 1994).
Prioritization must therefore occur in other ways (Norton, 1988). While there are a
number of factors that should inform species prioritization, lack of reliable data makes
biologically informed parameters difficult to set. Other investigators have made various
suggestions for improving population-level data quality, including the use of diverse
author groups in report writing and greater biological information (Gerber and Schultz,
2001), Sleep and Trout, 2013; IUCN, 2010; Clark et al. 2002; Boersma, 2001; Rohlf,
1991). At the applied level though, prioritization is likely to boil down to costeffectiveness (Arponen, 2012; Possingham et al., 2002).

Determining the state of

conservation funding for each species is nearly impossible as reports do not mention
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recovery feasibility from a financial perspective (Miller et al., 2002) and some stress the
issue of allocating conservation dollars to highly threatened species without justification
of likely improvement (Possingham et al., 2002).
Assessment of data quality though may aid in prioritizing species for conservation
because it allows investigators to allocate a degree of confidence to particular species.
Prioritizing conservation only for species that are confidently assessed as being at-risk
may save time and financial resources. It is important therefore to identify species for
which improved data availability and accuracy is most important. This should reduce
spending and effort at ensuring data quality for all species. Species that are annual,
herbaceous, take up a relatively small proportion of their range, have small average
population sizes in number of individuals or geographical space, and that have a high
degree of fragmentation both between individuals and between populations, may be at
greater risk of reporting biased or incomplete survey data, all other factors held equal.
Species with these traits, or combinations of traits, may therefore require further
investigation into their true population parameters before they can be confidently
assessed and given a formal status designation by COSEWIC. I have included a list of all
species with their traits and report authors in Appendix A-1 and A-2. I would recommend
that species with my predictor traits be prioritized for more intensive investigation into
their population-level characteristics to ensure that surveying difficulty has not impaired
the quality of the data retrieved from the field. I would also recommend that the species
indicated by grey shading in Figure 2 be investigated with further survey work to obtain
the quantitative information missing from reports presently that cannot be estimated.
Furthermore, I would recommend that all investigations into species status make greater
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emphasis on collecting and reporting population level abundance estimates, as these seem
to be largely missing from status reports currently and are integral to assessing population
and species health as well as cost effectiveness of recovery.

4.4 Limitations and Recommendations for Future Work
There are a number of limitations to this study. Firstly, I have only analyzed the
parameters given by the reports I had available. There is an abundance of information on
species biology outside these sources that could better inform my predictions. I did not
look at typical plant size or flower morphology here for example, which may affect the
likelihood of an individual being discovered during a survey. I also did not look at any
predator or human interactions that may have affected the longevity and therefore
surveying difficulty of various species. There may be other traits that species reporting
populations of uncertain status have in common that could help predict how difficult it
will be to find and/or properly assess populations. However, quantitative information on
populations is likely only available from government-regulated bodies. Perhaps a
combination of species data from provincial and federal sources would have reduced the
number of missing data points I found in my analysis of the SARA registry. There are
many organizations in Canada, including the provincial species management bodies, that
could contribute data to the status assessment process for at-risk species (NCASI, 2010),
though it is unclear how many of these are consulted during species assessments due to
time and resource constraints on COSEWIC investigators (Sleep and Trout, 2013).
Improved data sharing in general would both improve the rigour of my analyses and the
state of Canadian at-risk plant monitoring in general. I was able to quickly add additional
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biological information relating to life span and outer tissue type to my dataset when
answering Question 3. Perhaps, with more effort, much of the information I found to be
lacking could be filled in to form a more complete dataset for Canadian plant species,
allowing for larger sample sizes in my analysis attempting to discern a relationship
between traits and missing information. Collection of most quantitative parameters
though may be limited by the availability of survey records and therefore may not be as
easy to obtain without further survey work. There is also bias in the small sample size of
the species reporting populations of uncertain status. For example, of the 21 species that
reported populations of uncertain status, very few were woody or annual, limiting my
ability to draw conclusions on my comparisons. This could be improved by including
more species into the dataset.
I only looked at Canadian species in this study, which may display less diversity
in form and function being located at a northern latitude. There is sampling bias present
in my analyses. The final number of species studied (103) was not a large sample of
subjects nor a large proportion of all potentially at-risk species, as my results show there
are many species that simply do not have reports yet. Furthermore, Canadian species may
be inherently more similar to each other than when comparing between species around
the world or over a whole continent, and these similarities may have prevented me from
seeing any difference in survey difficulty. There are also significantly fewer species listed
in Canada than there are in the United States, limiting my sampling size. Expanding this
analysis to look at American species, or even just including Canadian special concern
species, may increase our chances of seeing significant differences in number of missing
populations between species. A comparison to American data would be especially
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interesting because we could compare across management strategies in different
conservation bodies.
There are also limitations associated with the use of meta-analyses. Like all metaanalyses (Gurevitch and Hedges, 1999), I was faced with two sources of error here.
Firstly, the reports I used to collect this information from were written by different
authors, compiled from different sources of data, and by different survey and estimation
techniques. There is likely to be some discrepancy between reports solely based on these
factors. Therefore, comparing across reports may not be justified for cases where authors
and primary investigators have different backgrounds or experiences. Also, many of the
reports taken from COSEWIC were published in different years. While each represented
the most recent report for their species, comparing across different time scales may have
produced unwanted differences in how information was collected or presented. Secondly,
it is possible my own data collection techniques were flawed. Though I indicated what
information was to be extracted and where from each report, the recording was done by
volunteers and I cannot account for their quality, though they were randomly assigned to
species. I also took a great deal of freedom in my standardization of reported data
parameters. As outlined in the methods, for certain parameters I often had to take the
maximum number from ranges or pull information for another parameter out of a related
parameter. Any changes in the process by which I standardized my dataset may alter my
results. Also, species with a larger number of missing entries for certain parameters were
less likely to offer any resolution to my comparative analyses. Given the nature of my
data, it may have been more appropriate to weight species reports by quality (either in
date created, author, or amount of missing data), but this would have required more time
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that I had. However, this could be easily done in the future to see whether the results
reported in this study would change, given a new ranking of reports. I am also dealing
with nonindependence of studies here, as some reports share an author. This may be
another factor to consider if I pursue this idea further.
In the future, I would recommend a re-visitation of this data with abundance,
distribution, and biological information added from either provincial or nongovernmental species monitoring sources. I would also be interested in comparing the
results of this study to one examining the same trends for American species, particularly
when species cross the border. To achieve better resolution in the relationships I have
proposed here between species-specific traits and surveying difficulty, I think it would be
useful to add extra parameters describing population dynamics in abundance, distribution,
and biology. The few I analyzed were likely too interrelated to see differences in
comparisons between species and increasing the number of traits analyzed may improve
this. Together, these works might give us a better idea of the state of conservation
registries in North American and may illustrate opportunities for improving data
collection and management for at-risk plant species.
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APPENDIX A: RAW DATA AND PREDICTOR TRAITS

20

Actaea elata

Perennial

Herbaceous

2075

0.11

0.01

8

148

18.5

0.01

Adiantum
capillus-veneris

Perennial

Herbaceous

1863

465.75

Agalinis aspera

Annual

Herbaceous

250

22.73

4
3725

5

0.13

11

66

1

0.45

Is TOTAL pop severely fragmented
(yes/no/likely/unknown etc)

5

Max # individuals for a single
population

5

Min # individuals for a single
population

1

Average geographical pop size
(=Area of Occupany/#pops)

100

Average pop size (= total
individ./#pops)

# of known populations

20

Total # of MATURE individuals (in
all populations) in Canada

AO/EO*100 (proportion of range all
pops together actually take up)

20

# of uncertain populations

Area of occupancy (sq km, how
much space all pops actually take up)

Herbaceous

Woody/Herb

Perennial

Perennial/Annual

Abronia
umbellata

Scientific name

Current extent of occurrence (tsq
km)

A-1: Raw data by species name and parameter value taken from the technical report or biology section of COSEWIC status reports for
at-risk plant species. N = 103. Proportion of range occupied was calculated as AO/EO*100, Average Population Size was calculated
as total # individuals / # populations, and Average Geog. Population Size was calculated as AO / # populations. (Report Authors are
given in next table to meet formatting requirements)

yes
1

63

183

1300

yes

yes

Agalinis
skinneriana
Ammannia
robusta

Annual

Herbaceous

70

20

28.57

2

23000

11500

10

6000

17000

no

Annual

Herbaceous

50

0.01

0.02

3

150000

50000

0

30

150000

yes

Antennaria
Flagellaris

Perennial

Herbaceous

4.8

0.0022

0.05

3

1400000

466666.67

0

400

14000000

no

Azolla mexicana

Annual

Herbaceous

5400

11

0.2

8

10000000

1250000

1.38

no

Balsamorhiza
deltoidea

Perennial

Woody

1200

8

0.67

8

1

no

Bartonia
paniculata ssp.
paniculata

Annual

400

1

0.25

6

1000

166.67

0.17

Betula lenta

Perennial

Woody

0.75

0.75

100

1

14

14

0.75

Perennial

Herbaceous

2383

172

7.22

10

Perennial

28

1.22

4.36

3

Perennial

150

0.041

0.03

3

Bouteloua
dactyloides
Buchnera
americana
Calochortus
lyallii
Camassia
scilloides
Camissonia
contorta
Carex
juniperorum

2

14

14

10000
488

yes

no
162.67

0.41

1940

no
yes

0.01

40

400000

Perennial

Herbaceous

4.5

1.1

24.44

6

21200

3533.33

0.18

865

5680

Annual

Herbaceous

750

1

0.13

7

4500

642.86

0.14

20

1000

yes

3

1

33.33

4

7000

1750

0.25

1000

5000

yes

Perennial

67

Carex
lupuliformis
Carex sabulosa
Carex
tumulicola
Castanea
dentata
Castilleja
levisecta
Castilleja
rupicola
Castilleja
victoriae

Perennial

Herbaceous

20280

40

0.2

12

200

0.74

0.37

1

166

13.83

3.33

yes

5

5000000

1000000

0.15

38000

4000000

no

1

500

yes

Perennial

Herbaceous

1700

10

0.59

10

1445

144.5

1

perennial

Woody

11000

12

0.11

120

150

1.25

0.1

Perennial

Herbaceous

100

4

4

2

3400

1700

2

169

3192

Herbaceous

1000

1

0.1

3

9

500

166.67

0.33

1

3

yes

Annual

Herbaceous

9

3

1

8000

2666.67

31

8000

no

Celtis tenuifolia

Perennial

Woody

5000

20

0.4

6

893

148.83

3.33

2

724

yes

Centaurium
muehlenbergii

Annual

Herbaceous

160

20

12.5

3

1000

333.33

6.67

yes

Chenopodium
subglabrum

Annual

Herbaceous

82000

23

0.03

26

10000

384.62

0.88

yes

Cirsium hillii

Perennial

Herbaceous

3000

30

1

64

500

7.81

0.47

no

Cirsium pitcheri

Perennial

Herbaceous

43438

136

0.31

30

50435

1681.17

4.53

Collomia tenella

Annual

Herbaceous

0.056

0.056

100

1

127

127

0.06

Cornus florida

Perennial

Woody

22500

150

0.67

154

1300

8.44

0.97

68

10

yes

yes

Cryptantha
minima
Dalea villosa
Drosera
filiformis
Eleocharis
geniculata
(great lake
plains)
Enemion
biternatum
Epilobium
torreyi
Eurybia
divaricata

Annual

Herbaceous

15726

284

1.81

25

Perennial

Herbaceous

65973

344

0.52

25

Perennial

Herbaceous

77

11.5

14.94

Annual

Herbaceous

7.7

5

Perennial

Herbaceous

1000

20

Annual

Herbaceous

Perennial

Herbaceous

Frasera
caroliniensis

Perennial

Gentiana alba

Perennial

Geum peckii
Hymenoxys
herbacea
Isoetes
bolanderi
Isoetes
engelmannii
Isotria
medeoloides

Herbaceous

Perennial
Perennial

Herbaceous

11.36
145000

5800

13.76

5

10000

2000

2.3

64.94

3

2500

833.33

1.67

300

2000

2

6

1000000

166666.67

3.33

100

700000

0

0

0

0
1500

50

3.33

25

2000

1

0.05

12

4.1

4.1

100

17

8

75246

4

no

2

9000

110000

no
yes

yes
no

165

3800

yes

4200

350

0.08

1

42

42

4.1

47.06

3

9000

3000

2.67

14

0.02

39

6800000

174358.97

0.36

yes

0.02

0.02

100

1

12000000

12000000

0.02

yes

15

0.1

0.67

4

2000

500

0.03

0

0

0

0

69

1

2000

1

yes

500

50

8500

no

300

no

Juncus kelloggii

Annual

Herbaceous

0.025

0.025

100

1

600

600

0.03

3

6

no

Liatris spicata

Perennial

Herbaceous

8800

172

1.95

10

70000

7000

17.2

1

120000

no

Liparis liliifolia

Perennial

Herbaceous

41200

75

0.18

10

360

36

7.5

1

33

no

Annual

Herbaceous

20

1

5

3

50000

16666.67

0.33

70

50000

yes

50

2

4

2

1300

650

1

240

1650

300000

50000

17.33

35

100000

Lipocarpha
micrantha
Lomantium
grayi
Lophiola aurea

Perennial

Herbaceous

3330

104

3.12

6

1

Lotus
formosissimus

Perennial

Herbaceous

24

4

16.67

5

968

193.6

0.8

3

600

no

Lotus pinnatus
Lupinus
densiflorus

Perennial

Herbaceous

100

0.0006

0

7

2000

285.71

0

10

1500

yes

Annual

Herbaceous

2

0.0012

0.06

3

2000

666.67

0

227

1045

yes

Lupinus lepidus
Lupinus
oreganus

Perennial

Herbaceous

12

5.5

45.83

2

250

125

2.75

250

250

yes

Perennial

Herbaceous

lupinus rivularis
Magnolia
acuminata
Meconella
oregana
Microseris
bigelovii

Perennial

Herbaceous

70

0.5

0.71

6

Perennial

Woody

557

23

4.13

16

Annual

Herbaceous

2500

100

4

Annual

Herbaceous

20

0.01

0.05

1

0

0
248

41.33

0.08

200

12.5

1.44

1

43

yes

5

3500

700

20

52

1274

yes

6

6500

1083.33

0

50

2500

yes

70

2

yes

Minuartia
pusilla

Annual

Herbaceous

0.01

0.01

100

1

Orthocarpus
barbatus

Annual

Herbaceous

45

1

2.22

3

Orthocarpus
bracteosus

Annual

Herbaceous

1

1

100

1

Phacelia
ramosissima

Perennial

1

1

100

2

Phlox speciosa

Perennial

Herbaceous

57

1.4

2.46

Plagiobothrys
figuratus

Annual

Herbaceous

Annual

Herbaceous

Plagiobothrys
tenellus
Plantago
cordata

Platanthera
leucophaea

Polemonium
vanbruntiae
Polygala
incarnata
Polystichum
lemmonii

9

9

0.01

9

9

yes

12500

4166.67

0.33

367

8485

yes

300

300

1

300

300

yes

1

700

350

0.5

6

700

no

8

1

7000

875

0.18

5

2400

0

1

0

0

0

1

300

0.35

0.12

7

800

114.29

0.05

0

800

1

1

100

2

8149

4074.5

0.5

3200

5083

yes

Perennial

Herbaceous

20000

10

0.05

20

1000

50

0.5

Perennial

Herbaceous

644

0.05

0.01

11

20000

1818.18

0

1

13000

yes

Annual

Herbaceous

52

8

15.38

4

1800

450

2

0

1700

no

Perennial

Herbaceous

0.024

0.024

100

1

853

853

0.02

853

853

no

71

yes

Polystichum
scopulinum
Potamogeton
ogdenii

Perennial

Herbaceous

Perennial

Herbaceous

Psilocarphus
brevissimus

Annual

Herbaceous

Ptelea trifoliata

Perennial

Ranunculus
alismifolius

Perennial

0.48

0.013

2.71

2

1

0

3

1000

500

0.01

215

412

0

2

0.001

0.05

3

117

7.5

6.41

34

1025

Herbaceous

500

8

1.6

2

Herbaceous

20

8

40

5

yes
no

0

30

2000000

yes

30.15

0.22

1

350

yes

306

153

4

121

185

yes

3515

703

1.6

27

2700

Ranunculus
Californicus
Salix
chlorolepis

Perennial

Woody

7.5

0.05

0.67

4

300

75

0.01

300

300

no

Sanicula
arctopoides

Perennial

Herbaceous

4.3

3.6

83.72

5

3650

730

0.72

52

6015

yes

Sanicula
bipinnatifida

Perennial

Herbaceous

676

12.5

1.85

26

2000

76.92

0.48

1

1138

Sida
hermaphrodita

Perennial

Herbaceous

35

12

34.29

2

2510

1255

6

72

1

no

Silene Scouler
ssp.grandis

Perennial

Herbaceous

1

0.0158

1.58

2

350

175

0.01

Silene spaldingii

Perennial

Herbaceous

0.3

0.3

100

1

200

200

0.3

Perennial

Herbaceous

5000

50

1

50

10000

200

1

Perennial

Herbaceous

150

3

2

3

530

176.67

1

Symphyotrichum
frondosum

Annual

Herbaceous

56

1

1.79

4

1000

250

0.25

no

Symphyotrichum
praeltum

Perennial

Herbaceous

1000

20

2

12

5000

416.67

1.67

yes

Symphyotrichum
Laurentianum

Annual

Herbaceous

2000

5

0.25

28

12000000

428571.43

0.18

Perennial

Herbaceous

1039

76

7.31

7

1000

Perennial

Herbaceous

10

9

90

2

567

283.5

4.5

1

566

no

Tonella tonella

Annual

Herbaceous

0.34

0.062

18.24

4

315

78.75

0.02

30

150

yes

Tradescantia
occidentalis

Perennial

Herbaceous

500

10

2

5

22000

4400

2

100

9422

yes

Smilax
rotundifolia
Stylohorun
diphyllum

Symphyotrichum
prenanthoides
Tephrosia
virginiana

73

yes
100

200

yes

24

225

yes

Trillium flexipes

Perennial

Herbaceous

7

2

28.57

2

Triphora
trianthophoros

Perennial

Herbaceous

62

16

25.81

5

Triphysaria
versicolor

Annual

Herbaceous

24

5

20.83

7

104400

14914.29

0.71

49

89600

no

Annual

Herbaceous

9.7

1

10.31

2

2

1

0.5

1

1

yes

Perennial

Herbaceous

50

9

704

78.22

1

450

Annual

Herbaceous

150

20

13.33

5

2000

400

4

20

1190

yes

100

20

20

6

250

3

20400

yes

499

yes

Tripterocalyx
micranthus
Triteleia
howellii
Uropappus
lindleyi
Vaccinium
stamineum

1500

750

1

1012

3.2

Viola pedata

Perennial

Herbaceous

40

1.5

3.75

5

5000

1000

0.3

Viola
praemorsa ssp.
praemorsa

Perennial

Herbaceous

450

14

3.11

14

49000

3500

1

Woodsia obtusa

Perennial

14,000

20

0.14

8

1400

175

2.5

74

453

1

no

no

A-2: COSEWIC-listed plant species in 2013 by scientific name and status report author
(N = 103).
Scientific Name

Abronia umbellata

Actaea elata

Adiantum capillus-veneris

Agalinis aspera

Agalinis skinneriana

Ammannia robusta

Antennaria Flagellaris

Azolla mexicana

Balsamorhiza deltoidea

Bartonia paniculata ssp. paniculata

Betula lenta

Bouteloua dactyloides

Report Author
Douglas, G. (2004). COSEWIC status report on the pink
sand-verbena Abronia unbellata in Canada. Ottawa:
Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in
Canada.
COSEWIC. (2001). COSEWIC assessment and status
report on the tall bugbane Cimicifuga elata in Canada.
Ottawa: Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife
in Canada.
Miller, M. T. (2011). COSEWIC. 2011. COSEWIC status
appraisal summary on the Southern Maidenhair Fern
Adiantum capillus-veneris in Canada. Ottawa:
Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in
Canada.
Hughes, M. (2006). COSEWIC assessment and status
report on the rough agalinis Agalinis aspera in Canada.
Ottawa: Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife
in Canada.
Bowles, J. M., White, R. C., & Jacobs, C. R. (2010).
COSEWIC assessment and status report on the Skinner's
Agalinis, Agalinis skinneriana in Canada. Ottawa:
Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in
Canada.
* no longer available publicly, available on request from
the COSEWIC Secretariat
Douglas, G. W., Penny, J. L., & Barton, K. (2004).
COSEWIC status report on the stoloniferous pussytoes
Antennaris flagellaris in Canada. Ottawa: Committee on
the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada.
Klinkenberg, B. (2008). COSEWIC assessment and
update status report on the Mexican Mosquito-fern
Azolla mexicana in Canad. Committee on the Status of
Endangered Wildlife in Canada.
Fairbarns, M. (2009). COSEWIC assessment and update
status report on the Deltoid Balsamroot, Balsamorhiza
deltoidea in Canada. Ottawa: Committee on the Status of
Endangered Wildlife in Canada.
COSEWIC. (2003f). COSEWIC assessment and update
status report on the branched bartonia Bartonia
paniculata ssp. paniculata in Canada. Ottawa:
Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in
Canada.
COSEWIC. (2006a). COSEWIC assessment and status
report on the cherry birch Betula lenta in Canada.
Ottawa: Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife
in Canada.
COSEWIC. (2011c). COSEWIC assessment and status
report on the Buffalograss Bouteloua dactyloides in
Canada. Ottawa: Committee on the Status of
Endangered Wildlife in Canada.
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Buchnera americana

Calochortus lyallii

Camassia scilloides

Camissonia contorta

Carex juniperorum

Carex lupuliformis

Carex sabulosa

Carex tumulicola

Castanea dentata

Castilleja levisecta

Castilleja rupicola

Castilleja victoriae

Celtis tenuifolia

Centaurium muehlenbergii

COSEWIC. (2011b). COSEWIC assessment and status
report on the Bluehearts Buchnera americana
in Canada. Ottawa: Committee on the Status of
Endangered Wildlife in Canada.
COSEWIC. (2011e). COSEWIC assessment and status
report on the Lyall’s Mariposa Lily Calochortus lyallii in
Canada. Ottawa: Committee on the Status of
Endangered Wildlife in Canada.
COSEWIC. (2002h). COSEWIC assessment and update
status report on the wild hyacinth Camassia scilloides in
Canada. Ottawa: Committee on the Status of
Endangered Wildlife in Canada.
COSEWIC. (2006c). COSEWIC assessment and status
report on the contorted-pod evening
primrose Camissonia contorta in Canada. Ottawa:
Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in
Canada.

* no longer available publicly, available on request from
the COSEWIC Secretariat
COSEWIC. (2011d). COSEWIC assessment and status
report on the False Hop Sedge Carex lupuliformis in
Canada. Ottawa: Committee on the Status of
Endangered Wildlife in Canada.
COSEWIC. (2005a). COSEWIC assessment and status
report on the baikal sedge Carex sabulosa in Canada.
Ottawa: Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife
in Canada.
COSEWIC. (2008a). COSEWIC assessment and status
report on the foothill sedge Carex tumulicola in Canada.
Ottawa: Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife
in Canada.
COSEWIC 2004. COSEWIC assessment and status
report on the American chestnut Castanea dentata in
Canada. Committee on the Status of Endangered
Wildlife in Canada. Ottawa. vi + 19 pp.
COSEWIC. (2007b). COSEWIC assessment and update
status report on the golden paintbrush Castilleja
levisecta in Canada. Ottawa: Committee on the Status of
Endangered Wildlife in Canada.
COSEWIC. (2005c). COSEWIC assessment and status
report on the cliff paintbrush Castilleja rupicola in
Canada. Ottawa: Committee on the Status of
Endangered Wildlife in Canada.
COSEWIC. (2010f). COSEWIC assessment and status
report on the Victoria’s Owl–clover Castilleja
victoriae in Canada. Ottawa: Committee on the Status of
Endangered Wildlife in Canada.
COSEWIC. (2003g). COSEWIC assessment and update
status report on the dwarf hackberry Celtis tenuifolia in
Canada. Ottawa: Committee on the Status of
Endangered Wildlife in Canada.
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Lophiola aurea
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Lotus formosissimus
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A-3: COSEWIC-listed at-risk plant species (N = 103) summarized by 4 traits I suggest
may make them more likely to report missing data (0 = no, 1 = yes), ranked by total
number of traits had. The species at the end of this list are examples of species I would
suggest need the greatest further investigation into population characteristics.

Scientific name

Annual?

Herbaceous
?

Pop size
fewer than
500?

Total pop
fragmented
?

# Traits
had

Antennaria Flagellaris
Balsamorhiza deltoidea
Bouteloua dactyloides
Camassia scilloides
Carex sabulosa
Castilleja levisecta
Cirsium pitcheri
Dalea villosa
Geum peckii
Isoetes engelmannii
Liatris spicata
Lomantium grayi
Lophiola aurea
Lupinus oreganus
Phlox speciosa
Polystichum lemmonii
Potamogeton ogdenii
Ranunculus Californicus
Sida hermaphrodita
Symphyotrichum
prenanthoides
Trillium flexipes
Triphora trianthophoros
Vaccinium stamineum
Viola pedata
Adiantum capillusveneris
Agalinis skinneriana
Azolla mexicana
Buchnera americana
Calochortus lyallii
Carex juniperorum
Castilleja victoriae
Cirsium hillii
Cornus florida
Cryptantha minima
Drosera filiformis
Eleocharis geniculata
(great lake plains)

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

0

0

1

0

1

1
1
0
0
0
1
0
0
1
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
1
0
0
0
1
1
0
0

0
0
0
1
1
0
0
0
0
1

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1

0

0

0

1
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Enemion biternatum
Eurybia divaricata
Gentiana alba
Hymenoxys herbacea
Isoetes bolanderi
Isotria medeoloides
Juncus kelloggii
Liparis liliifolia
Lotus formosissimus
Phacelia ramosissima
Plantago cordata
Polemonium vanbruntiae
Polystichum scopulinum
Salix chlorolepis
Sanicula arctopoides
Sanicula bipinnatifida
Smilax rotundifolia
Symphyotrichum
Laurentianum
Tephrosia virginiana
Tradescantia occidentalis
Triphysaria versicolor
Triteleia howellii
Viola praemorsa ssp.
praemorsa
Abronia umbellata
Actaea elata
Ammannia robusta
Bartonia paniculata ssp.
paniculata
Betula lenta
Camissonia contorta
Carex lupuliformis
Carex tumulicola
Castanea dentata
Castilleja rupicola
Celtis tenuifolia
Epilobium torreyi
Frasera caroliniensis
Lipocarpha micrantha
Lotus pinnatus
Lupinus densiflorus
Lupinus lepidus
lupinus rivularis
Magnolia acuminata
Meconella oregana
Microseris bigelovii
Orthocarpus barbatus

0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
1
0
0
1
0
1
1
1
0
0
0
1
0
1
1

1
1
0
1
1
0
0
0
0
0
1
1
1
0
1
0
0

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1

0

0

0

1

0
0
1
0

0
0
0
0

1
0
0
1

0
1
0
0

1
1
1
1

0

0

0

1

1

0
0
1

0
0
0

1
1
0

1
1
1

2
2
2

1

0

1

0

2

0
1
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
1
0
1
0
0
0
1
1
1

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

1
0
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
0
1
0
1
1
1
0
0
0

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
0
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
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Plagiobothrys figuratus
Plagiobothrys tenellus
Platanthera leucophaea
Polygala incarnata
Psilocarphus brevissimus
Ptelea trifoliata
Ranunculus alismifolius
Silene Scouler
ssp.grandis
Silene spaldingii
Stylohorun diphyllum
Symphyotrichum
frondosum
Symphyotrichum
praeltum
Woodsia obtusa
Agalinis aspera
Centaurium
muehlenbergii
Chenopodium
subglabrum
Collomia tenella
Minuartia pusilla
Orthocarpus bracteosus
Tonella tonella
Tripterocalyx micranthus
Uropappus lindleyi

1
1
0
1
1
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

1
1
1
1
0
1
1

0
0
1
0
1
1
1

2
2
2
2
2
2
2

0

0

1

1

2

0
0

0
0

1
1

1
1

2
2

1

0

1

0

2

0

0

1

1

2

0
1

0
0

1
1

1
1

2
3

1

0

1

1

3

1

0

1

1

3

1
1
1
1
1
1

0
0
0
0
0
0

1
1
1
1
1
1

1
1
1
1
1
1

3
3
3
3
3
3
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APPENDIX B: DEFINITIONS

Area of Occupancy: the estimated amount of ground space all individuals of the species
in Canada together take up
At-Risk: A species recognized as needing conservation action in Canada, to be assessed
and categorized as either extirpated, endangered, threatened, or special concern
COSEWIC: The Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada, the
assessment and listing body for SARA in Canada.
Endangered: According to COSEWIC, a wildlife species facing imminent extirpation or
extinction
Extent of Occurrence: the total range of the species in Canada
Extirpated: According to COSEWIC, a wildlife species no longer existing in the wild in
Canada, but occurring elsewhere
IUCN: The International Union for the Conservation of Nature, the first world wide
conservation authority and listing body, created the standard quantitative criteria
commonly used for listing species in nations own protection acts
SARA: The Species At Risk Act, enacted in Canada with the ratification of COSEWIC in
2002 for the listing and protection of all Canadian native wildlife species.
Special Concern: According to COSEWIC, a wildlife species that may become
threatened or endangered because of a combination of biological characteristics and
identified threats, formerly referred to as Vulnerable
Threatened: According to COSEWIC, a wildlife species likely to become endangered if
limiting factors are not reversed
Meta-analysis: a form of statistical analysis where information is extracted from a
number of other studies to analyze trends between different findings
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