
EDUCATION
Bachelor of Architectural Studies (B.AS) 2013
Entrance Scholarship, Dean’s List, Honors Degree with High Distinction 

Master of Architecture (M. Arch) 2015
Entrance Scholarship, Research Scholarship, TA-position 
Azrieli School of Architecture and Urbanism, Carleton University, Ottawa , Canada
Aalto University, Helsinki, Finland

Lu Yao Luisa Ji

WORK
Partner, Nomadic Labs
2018-present
Nomadic Labs is a future-oriented digital product studio founded by Luisa Ji and Sharon 
Kennedy. The studio works with social impact organizations and civic initiatives to catalyze 
greater social good through design, strategy, and technology. 
www.nomadiclabs.ca

Creative Entrepreneur, ukai Projects
2019-present
ukai Projects is a Toronto-based non-profit and cultural incubator. Ukai helps people 
outside traditional and institutional spheres of arts creation do their work and contribute 
to our collective well-being. Luisa currently works with Ukai to develop its visual identity 
systems, branded content strategy, and digital prototyping approaches.

Global Chapters Director, Advisor to the Board, Design Futures Initiative
2019-present
Design Futures Initiative (c501) - San Fransisco-based non-profit. It’s mission is to bring 
together designers, strategists, artists, scientists, and futurists to have a conversation 
about the ethical, cultural, environmental, political and economic impact of future products 
and services. It serves to answer the questions of what future we want and what are the 
implications of the choices we make today. As the Global Speculative Futures Chapters 
Advisor, Luisa work directly with the board of directors to create guidelines and knowledge 
transfer mechanisms among all global chapter leaders. Speculative Futures currently has 41 
chapters spanning 5 continents. 

President, Design Lead, Milieu Technologies Ltd.
2015-2018
Milieu Technologies Ltd. - Award-winning AI-powered community engagement toolkit 
to facilitate meaningful conversation on urban planning and land development. With 
her formal training in architecture and urbanism, Luisa led the product design team 
composed of technologists and researchers experienced in Natural Language Processing 
and Data Science to create an engagement platform augmenting the statutory urban 
planning community feedback lifecycle. She built partnerships with community initiatives, 
architects, urban designers, and municipal departments to co-create the solution. In 2018, 
upon realizing that larger system change and digital literacy in the social impact sector 
is necessary, she decided to pivot the company (now Nomadic Labs) to provide tailored 
services to social impact organizations, solve unique challenges in ways they engage with 
their audiences, and improve digital and design literacy through a collaborative design 
framework developed in-house.

Luisa Ji is a designer, creative strategist, community builder, and entrepreneur with multi-
disciplinary practices spanning architecture, digital products, social innovation, futurism, 
and foresight. Luisa has worked with municipal departments, private sector clients, impact 
organizations, artists, and creative entrepreneurs around the world to deliver design 
research and strategic interventions. 



EVENTS, PUBLICATIONS, 
AND COMMUNITY-BUILDING
Speaker: Hacking the Dichotomy: Smart City vs. Social City 
2015
Topological Media Lab, Concordia University, Montreal, QC

Symposium Organizer: Exceptional/Exceptionable Space, with speaker: Keller Easterling (Yale)
Joint research project on global geopolitics, border conditions, and emergence of Smart City 
supported by: Migration and Diaspora Studies, TD Grant initiative at Carleton University
2015

Round Table : Animating Our Waterfronts
2016
New Cities Summit 2016, Montreal, QC 

Publication Contributor: Exceptional/Exceptionable Space: Parasitic Urbanism
2016
AC2, Architecture Concordia, Concordia University, Montreal, QC,

Speaker: Facing Information Overload in Citizen Engagement
2017
World Design Summit, Montreal, QC

Speaker: The End-Product as an Inclusive Design Process
2018
Ontario Digital Inclusion Summit

Speaker: Crisis: Failure of Our Imagination
2019
Ottawa Architecture Week

Chapter Founder,  Speculative Futures Ottawa
2018 - present
Speculative Futures is a community of design practitioners leveraging in Critical Design, 
Speculative Design, Design Fiction, Discursive Design, Futurism, Science Fiction or any 
other incarnation of the approach which involves using design to speculate about alternate 
futures and inspire new possibilities.

Chapter Co-organizer, Ladies, Wine & Design Ottawa
2018 - present
Ladies, Wine & Design is a global network of female-identifying designers, creatives, and 
owner of creative businesses redefining the role of women in the creative industry.

Chapter Co-organizer, Civic Tech Ottawa
2017 - present 
As a civic tech group we provide a space for civic engagement between citizens, elected 
officials, and public servants. Civic Tech Ottawa allows motivated individuals with different 
skill sets like design, policy, activism, or software development to connect, innovate, create, 
and complete projects for civic good. 


