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Project overview 
Calgary is committed to providing high-quality, accessible and affordable recreational opportunities for all 
Calgarians. In 2021, the south field at Genesis Centre will be upgraded with artificial turf and lighting, which 
will extend the playing season and increase opportunities for public use. This will be the first artificial turf 
amenity in Calgary’s Northeast and will serve the local sport community and residents. Construction for this 
project is expected to begin in Spring 2021 and be completed by the end of 2021. The field is anticipated to 
be ready for booking and community use in Summer 2022. 

Engagement overview 
The purpose of the public engagement was to gather input from Calgarians. The input will be used to 
support decision making about the design and amenities for the artificial turf field and surrounding area. 
  
The engagement started on 2020 June 22 and ended on 2020 July 24. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
feedback was only collected online through the engage website. The engage website was promoted 
through an information postcard mail out, social media, the regional community newsletter Lotus Link for 
Taradale, Martindale and Saddle Ridge, Ward 5 Councillor’s Office, a sounding board located at the field 
site, and Genesis Centre website. The engage website had the project information, frequently asked 
questions, and timeline all of which was translated into Punjabi to support reaching those residents of the 
area who prefer the Punjabi language.    
 
There was a proposed concept design developed for feedback through the project team which included a 
concept design site plan, rendering, and lighting plan. 
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What we asked 
The following is the list of questions that survey participants were asked to provide input through their 
responses. 
  

1) In the concept design there is a potential gathering space marked on the northeast end of the field. 
Do you have an idea for a public gathering space (e.g. picnic tables)?  

2) What do you like best about the concept design? 
3) How could we make the concept design even better? 
4) Do you have any other comments to share with the project team? 

Participation 
The online participation had a total of 31 visitors that provided feedback, and 2,007 unique visitors to the 
site. The following graphic shows the overall online participation: 
 

 

Views: The cumulative number of times a visitor visits the page in a site. 

Visits: The number of end-user session associated with a single visitor. 

Visitors: The number of unique public or end-users in a site. A visitor is only counted once. 

Contributions: The total number of response of feedback collected through the participation tools. 

Contributors: The unique number of visitors who have left feedback through the participation tools. 
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What we heard 
There was a limited number of participants (31) that provided input in relation to the number of visitors 
(2007) to the Engage website. The following is a summary of input with the bullet lists in random order. 

Participant comments on the potential gathering space ideas most frequently referenced lower cost 
landscaping through comments and up voting (agreeing with other participant comments), such as the 
sample quotes “something very low cost please” and “plant small inexpensive trees”.  Other ideas included 
activities such as: 

 playground 

 outdoor exercise equipment  

 amenities such as a shelter with seating 

 tennis courts 

Participants who commented on what they liked best about the design highlighted: 

 the new artificial turf itself 

 seating  

 landscaping  

 public space  

 lights 

Participants who commented on how the design could be even better suggested additional activity 
amenities such as: 

 more pathways  

 playground  

 outdoor exercise equipment  

Other suggestions included: 

 more landscaping  

 covered seating for players and spectators  

 onsite washroom 

 fence the whole field area 

When asked about other comments for the project team to consider participants suggested: 

 more landscaping  

 fully fenced field area 

 secured field area (locks) 

 outdoor activity infrastructure such as tennis and basketball courts 

Some suggestions were out of scope for this project such as a larger field to accommodate cricket and a 
removable artificial turf.   
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 For a verbatim listing of all the input that was provided, please see the Verbatim Responses section. 

 

Next steps 
 

Fall 2020 – Design Finalized 

Spring 2021 – Construction Starts 

End of 2021 – Construction Completion Expected 

Summer 2022 – Field expected to be available for booking
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Verbatim Comments 
The verbatim comments have not been edited for spelling, grammar or punctuation. Language deemed 

offensive and personally identifying information has been removed (*). 

QUESTION 1 – POTENTIAL GATHERING SPACE: In the concept design there is a 
potential gathering space marked on the northeast end of the field. Do you have 
an idea for a public gathering space (e.g. picnic tables)? 

Up 
Votes 

Small amphitheatre, which would provide a platform for outdoor shows/dances as well as 
seating space for people of all ages and backgrounds. 3 

I think a playground with outdoor exercise equipment would be perfect. The players could use 
it to warm up as well and seniors and adults. 5 

The gathering place should have seating without any picnic tables. The viewing area should be 
designed with spectators in mind. 1 

Please do something about the existing field maybe build it a Baseball stadium, cricket, or 
even outdoor or indoor tennis 0 

I would like for this area so that people could  sit at the stands during a soccer game with lights 
on at night or a practice 1 

Two picnic tables in Public gathering area and two picnic tables in informal viewing area would 
be useful for the public community. 1 

tennis courts. There is not many tennis courts in the further northeast area. 1 

Please reconsider spending big money on big trees, when you can spend small money on 
several more small trees or save the money. 6 

Use large rocks that require zero maintenance, trees for shade (plant small inexpensive trees). 
Low maintenance ground cover. 7 

Tennis Courts. Golf Courses. Let’s get people moving. Move moving less sitting. Sitting is the 
new smoking. 4 

Punjabi Translation has so many errors. 0 

Something very low cost please. 6 

Very effective project, at-least a proper football ground. 
 
What about in snow season, wouldn’t there be a convertible roof 

2 

picnic tables, soccer drill area, outdoor fitness equipment 1 

community garden would be nice. Either real vegetables and fruit trees or flowers. I really don’t 
want a field of fake grass. 4 

Please include Tennis Court. It has huge demand. 0 

The proposed concept of the soccer field is amazing. I 100 percent agree to this! Or a 
basketball court. 

0 

Please smaller soccer courts with barriers or cages similar to the designs in Europe 0 
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Should make an outdoor gym for adults and kids. Use only bodyweight exercises and no 
weights. Have chinup bars dip bars etc.. 0 

We should able to remove the turf during big events at Genesis Centre to be able use the 
space as additional parking space or other events. 1 

A small shelter or gazebo with seating. 0 

Roofed Shelters for players and spectators. 0 

Why are we still spending money on nice to haves when transit and other required services 
are being cut and taxes go way up? 2 

build the shelter with a closed roof to protect us from our daily violent thunderstorms. 0 

Are you people kidding? Yearly tax hikes and claims of budget short falls, so many people not 
working AND THIS is being done?  SERIOUSLY! 2 

if city is controlling thess fields its fine, if they gonna give * genesis centre to control these field 
then its unfair to NE PLAYERs 0 

It is good news for our neighbourhood. However, please do not build the changing rooms on 
the west side as it will lessen the visability. 0 

Please stop spending on things like this. Raising everyone’s taxes every year has to stop. 1 

How much will it cost to maintain this field (in the long run) mainly in terms of water usage. 
Water conservation is at an all time high 0 

Including bleachers similar to those at Hellard Field would make this field multipurpose.  
Usable for both sports and marching arts. 0 

It is good idea  
It should have done years ago 0 

 

QUESTION 2 - What do you like best about the concept design? 

I like that it includes elements on the periphery of the field including ample moveable seating, mast lights, 
and green life. 

the bleachers and the walk way from the community 

The field is closest to the parking lot. Very appropriate.  With a north south axis there will be wind issues. 
However we will not have sun reflection issues when playing. 

artificial turf 

will look so nice when it is finished 

Like  lots of trees in the public gathering and informal viewing area 

Natural playground with bigs rocks 

I like how they have heard the demand of soccer fields it’s a really good thing they listens to the 
community 

About time the North East get an outdoor soccer pitch. 
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QUESTION 3 - How could we make the concept design even better? 

I think that, space permitting, including some elements to engage people in activity/recreation would only 
amplify this model. Things like outdoor gym equipment, kid's play structures, etc. 

add benches along the pathway 

I am worried about the maintenance of the non turf area.  I saw the field in SW Calgary Earnest Manning 
High School how due to lack of maintenance the ground around the field is breaking apart and big ruts in 
the ground. 

Add trees and inter-great cricket field into the field so YMCA can run their own cricket tournament or 
league which would be ideally popular for the culture that sustain in the area. 

I would like for this area so that people could  sit on the stands during a soccer game with lights on at 
night or a practice 

Extend more area on the west side with trees beside the walk way and a small public washroom for MEN 
and WOMEN like in Westwind Park. 

 -Ball control fencing should be around entire field + especially both nets - the ball will continually go into 
the parking lot otherwise. 
-some of the spectator bleachers should be covered for rainy day viewing. 
-where are the player benches? these should also be covered for rainy days 
(see soccer centre AT fields for examples) 

Making the soccer fields smaller and caged similar to how they have it in Europe or in South America so 
the ball won’t fly away and damage anything nearby, as well as having more sports available to share like 
a basketball court because these sports are the biggest demand 

We can have a running track/walking track around the field so that we can better use the space. 

I would incorporate a walking path in the area. 

Just get the project done. 

 

4) Do you have any other comments to share with the project team?  

Thank you for sharing the concept designs. Can't wait! 

no 

I want this field to be a lock and key field. The access should be with a pass lock and for registered users. 
For the community it would be better if the non turf field is used. If you want public access on the turf field 
lets put a time limit am and pm.  You need a good field and security committee of local residents to look 
after it. 

Please integrate a cricket field and trees. 

More threes surrounding the green field on city areas or at-least beside the planned paved-walk way. 

Please don’t use all the space for one sport I feel it’s big enough to incorporate many sport courts and can 
bring all cultures and sports together rather than having them so far for the community to access 
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Genesis Centre has indoor removable turf which is removed to accommodate all kinds of events. We 
should have a removable turf so that we can use the space for other purposes, i.e additional parking, 
occasional night market like the one they have in Richmond, BC. 

I think the place should be more diverse and include fields for other sports, not only soccer (basketball, 
volleyball) 

N/A 

 

 

 


