Learning Activity – English Language Arts
Cycle 1
Nico’s Guitar
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Guide
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Background Information
Title
Nico’s Guitar
Guiding Question
How much does it cost?
Cycle
Elementary Cycle 1
Suggested Duration
2 hours
Pedagogical Intention
To encourage students to explore the concept of financial literacy
Competency
English Language Arts –To read and listen to literary, popular and information-based texts
Essential Knowledge
Response Process
Makes explicit connections between personal experiences and story experiences
Constructs a personal response to the text
Structures and Features of Narrative and Literary Texts
Understands sequence of events and uses this knowledge to construct meaning
Evaluation
Self-Evaluation Checklist (Appendix A)
Marking Grid (Appendix B)
Resources
Teacher’s Guide
Student Booklet
Financial Literacy Glossary
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Required Materials
Three familiar toys or objects (a jigsaw puzzle, a doll, a xylophone, etc.)
Guitar (optional, but interesting!) 
Scissors
Glue Stick or Tape
Illustrations
Ekomini

Summary Chart
The following chart represents four learning activities for Cycle 1. The learning activities are not in sequential order.

	Title, Description and Concept Developed
	Discipline and Competency Targeted
	Progression of Learning

	Kim’s Necklace
The student will be required to build a necklace of solids following a logical sequence, and to calculate its predetermined monetary value.
Concept developed:
Rarity and value placed on objects
	Mathematics
C1: To solve a situational problem related to mathematics.
	Concepts and Processes
· Translate a situation with manipulatives: repeated addition
· Develop written calculation processes: determine the sum of two natural numbers less than 1000.
· Identify plane figures: square, triangle, circle
· Compare and build solids: cone, cube, cylinder, prism, pyramid.
· Compare objects or parts of objects from the environment to the solids studied: (sphere, cone, cube, cylinder, prism, pyramid).
· Identify the main solids (sphere, cone, cube, cylinder, prism, pyramid).

	Nico’s Guitar
Students explore the concept of how much objects cost based on the time and resources required to make them. After reading the text “Nico’s Guitar,” students answer questions about the plot sequence and the characters. Finally, they respond to the text by making connections to an object they desire and reflecting on the value of this object.
Concept developed:
Value of objects
	English Language Arts
C1: To read and listen to literary, popular and information-based texts
	Language-Learning Processes
Response Process
· Makes explicit connections between own personal experiences and story experiences
· Constructs a personal response to the text
Text Types, Structures and Features
Structures and Features of Narrative and Literary Texts
· Understands sequence of events and uses this knowledge to construct meaning

	The Fair
Students explore the concept of making a budget. They plan a day at the fair, choosing rides and buying their snacks.
Concept developed:
Planning a budget
	Mathematics
C1: To solve a situational problem related to mathematics.

C2: To reason using mathematical concepts and processes.
	Concepts and Processes
· Translate a situation with manipulatives: repeated addition.
· Develop written calculation processes: determine the sum of two natural numbers less than 1000.

	My Dream, My Goal
Students explore the concept of work, pay and savings.
Concept developed:
Saving
	Mathematics
C2: To reason using mathematical concepts and processes.
	Concepts et Processes
· Recognize the operation or operations to be performed in a situation.
· Develop written calculation process: determine the sum of two natural numbers less than 1000
· Compare natural numbers.
· Vocabulary: is equal to is greater than is less than…


Source: Québec, ministère de l’Éducation, du Loisir et du Sport

Overview of the Task
To answer the guiding question “How much does it cost?” students will explore the concept of the cost of objects based on the time, skilled labour and resources required to manufacture them. [At this stage price inputs such as profit and markup are not considered.)
Students begin by examining three objects that are familiar to them. They respond to questions concerning the materials they believe the objects are made of and the monetary value of these objects.
In order to understand the relationship between the labour and resource inputs and the cost of an object, they read the story “Nico’s Guitar”. This story provides a brief overview of the materials and the manufacturing steps that go into the making of a guitar. To demonstrate their understanding of the text, students answer questions about the plot sequence and the characters. They are asked to write a personal response to the text. Finally, they must make connections to objects that they themselves desire, reflecting on the monetary value of this object.
Guiding Question
How much does it cost?
Preparation Phase
20 minutes

Required Materials
Three familiar toys or objects (a jigsaw puzzle, a doll, a xylophone, etc.)
Student Booklet
Financial Literacy Glossary

Procedure
Ask students the following question and write down their answers:
· “How do we know how much something costs?”
Referring to the list of answers, ask the students to explain the difference between something that seems expensive and something that in their opinion is affordable.
Show the three objects to the students. Ask them to identify them and describe what they are made of. Ask them to guess the price of each object.
Ask students to draw the objects in their Student Booklet, Part 1, and to identify in writing what each object is made of. 
Ask the students to guess the price of each object and write it in their Student Booklet.
Implementation Phase
60 minutes

Required Materials
Guitar (optional, but interesting!) 
Student Booklet
Financial Literacy Glossary
Scissors
Glue Stick or Tape

Procedure
Remind students about the reading strategies that they have already seen in class (wall posters, use of a glossary for writing down new words, underlining words, breaking words into syllables, etc.)
Ask the students to answer the questions about their personal reading strategies in their Student Booklet, Part 2.
Read aloud the story “Nico's Guitar”.
To ensure understanding of the story, ask the students questions about the characters and plot. Point out different reading strategies that you are using.
Ask questions that focus on the financial aspects related to each step in the manufacturing process of the guitar. For example: How many hours does it take an instrument maker to make a guitar? In your opinion, which step in the manufacturing process is the most expensive?
Ask the students to read the story on their own. The story is found in Part 3 of the Student Booklet.
As a class, ask the students to identify new words they encountered in the story. Write the words on the board.
Encourage the students to record these new words in their financial literacy glossary.
Referring to Part 4A of the Student Booklet, ask the students to cut out the pictures of each character and to glue them in the appropriate places in the text.
Ask the students to complete Part 4B of the Student Booklet by rewriting the events of the story in the correct order.
Ask the students to write a response to the story by answering questions 5A, 5B and 5C of the Student Booklet.
Ask the students to form groups of 2 or 3 to discuss something they really want. 
Finally, ask the students to answer questions 5D, 5E and 5F of the Student Booklet.
Integration Phase
40 minutes

As a class, make links between the story “Nico's Guitar” and the students' own “wish list”. Return to the guiding question “How much does it cost?”
Have the students reflect on the reading strategies they used by completing the self-evaluation checklist, Part 6 of the Student Booklet (Appendix A – Guide).
Collect the Student Booklets and correct Parts 4 and 5.

Throughout the four learning activities (“Nico’s Guitar,” “Kim’s Necklace” “The Fair” and “My Dream, My Goal”), students are asked to build a financial literacy glossary.

Appendix A
Self-Evaluation Checklist

	
	
	

	
	
	· When I can’t read a word, I break it into syllables.

	
	
	· To help me understand, I create images in my head.

	
	
	· When I read a new word that I don’t understand, I write it in my glossary (word list).

	
	
	· When I don’t understand a word, I continue to read to see if the other words can help me to figure things out.

	
	
	· I carefully read the questions in my Student Booklet before I answered them.

	
	
	· I used elements of the Nico’s Guitar text to help me answer the questions.

	
	
	· I explained why the object I want to have or buy is expensive or affordable.



Appendix B
Marking Grid

	Retained Evaluation Criteria
	Information Clarifying the Criteria

	Construct Meaning
	· Use of reading strategies to construct meaning according to purpose and text type.
· Interpretation and explanation to support ideas when responding to texts
· Integration of new information to construct meaning
· Justification of interpretation(s) of reading and viewing with reference to the text(s) (print, media and spoken)

	Making Connections
	Establishment of text-to-text, text-to-self and text-to-world connections

	Using structures and features of texts
	Use of knowledge of structures and features (sequence of events) of different text types to interpret texts



Source: QUÉBEC, MINISTÈRE DE L’ÉDUCATION, DU LOISIR ET DU SPORT, Frameworks for the Evaluation of Learning: English Language Arts, Québec, 2011.

Distribution of Marks for the Reading Tasks

	Evaluation Criteria
	Reading Tasks
	Number of Marks
	Percentage of Total Mark

	Construct Meaning
	Part 4A  5 marks
Part 5A  2 marks
Part 5B  2 marks
Part 5C  1 mark
	10 marks
	50 %

	Making Connections
	Part 5D  2 marks
Part 5F  3 marks
	5 marks
	25 %

	Using Structures and Features of Texts
	Part 4B  5 marks
(Precision for Part 4B)
0 errors : 5 marks
2 errors : 3 marks
3+ errors : 0 marks
	5 marks
	25 %

	
	TOTAL
	20 points
	100 %
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