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Part 1 – Introduction
Your teacher is showing the class three objects.  Take a good look – what do you see?
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	· Draw the objects, one in each of the circles.
· On the lines beside each circle, write what you think the object is made of.
· Take a guess at how much you think each object costs.
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Part 2 – Getting Ready to Read
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	Before reading Nico’s Guitar, complete the following sentences:



If I don’t know how to read a word, I will…









If I don’t understand a word, I will…










Here are other ways I can use to help me to read and understand the story:









Part 3 – Reading the Story
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	Read the following text and look at the pictures. You will see that some of the characters are missing. After you finished reading the story, find the characters in Part 4. Then cut them out and glue them in the places where they belong in the story.



Nico’s Guitar

Don’t forget to write any new words in your glossary!
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Nico and his father are in front of a music store. Nico asks his father to buy him a guitar he sees in the window.

His father asks, “How much do you think the guitar costs?”

“I don’t know,” answers Nico.

His father suggests that they find out how the guitar was made.
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Nico and his father walk to Ekominiville Forest. They see lumberjacks wearing plaid shirts. The lumberjacks cut down a large cedar tree and load it onto a very large truck.

Nico asks his father, “Where is the truck going?”

“The truck is going to the sawmill,” replies his father.
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At the sawmill workers take the cedar logs off the truck and bring them inside.  Then the sawmill operator cuts the logs into planks and boards. He wears safety glasses to protect his eyes. Then another smaller truck carries away the boards.

Nico asks, ”Where is this truck taking the boards?”

The sawmill operator answers, “They go to different places, but these ones are going to an instrument maker. The instrument maker uses the wood to make musical instruments, such as guitars.”

“Let’s go see the instrument maker’s workshop!” exclaims Nico’s father.
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Nico and his father arrive at the instrument maker’s workshop. The instrument maker is wearing an apron to varnish a guitar. He says it takes three weeks to make a guitar.
As they are talking, another man loads guitars that are already finished into a van. The truck driver brings them to the music store.
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Nico and his father return to the music store. Nico watches the salesperson place the guitars in the store window.

“How much does that guitar cost?” asks his father.

Nico looks at the price. “The guitar costs 300 dollars!” exclaims Nico. “That’s a lot of money!”

“Yes, a guitar is expensive,” said his father.  “But now do you understand why?”

“Now I do! When I buy a guitar, I have to pay for the wood that it’s made of. Also, I pay for the work of the lumberjacks, the truck drivers and the guitar maker.” Nico has another idea. “Then there are people who work in the store where I buy the guitar. They have to be paid too.  All this goes into the price of my guitar,” he said proudly.  He was pleased with himself for figuring out why his guitar cost so much money.

Nico’s dad looked happy.  “Congratulations Nico, you figured it out!  Now let’s figure out how you can save money to buy your guitar!”

THE END


Part 4 – Can You Help These Characters?
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	A)	These characters are from Nico’s Guitar, the story you just read. But they have become lost! Cut them out and glue them where they belong in the story.
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	B)	Read and Rewrite
Can you solve this puzzle? The sentences below are not in the right order. Can you figure out their right order? First read the sentences. Then start rewriting!



· Secondly, the sawmill operator cuts the logs into boards and planks.
· Finally, the salesclerk places the guitar in the store window.
· Then, the instrument maker makes the guitar. He wears an apron to varnish the guitar.
· First, the lumberjacks cut down a large cedar tree and load the logs into a very large truck.
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Part 5 – The Story and Me
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	Answer the following questions.



A)	What did you think of the story Nico’s Guitar?
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[image: ]B)	What was your favorite part? Explain why.












C)	What is something new or interesting that you learned from the story?
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D)	Have you ever wanted something that was expensive? Why do you think it cost so much?
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E)	Right now, is there anything that you would really like to have or buy? Draw the object and describe it.













F)	Do you think that what you want to buy is too expensive for you? Can you afford it? If you know its price, write it down. (Take a guess if you don’t know how much it costs.
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Part 6 – My Reading Strategies: Here’s what I think!
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	Put a check mark  in the column that best describes you.



	
	
	

	
	
	· When I can’t read a word, I break it into syllables.

	
	
	· To help me understand, I create images in my head.

	
	
	· When I read a new word that I don’t understand, I write it in my glossary (word list).

	
	
	· When I don’t understand a word, I continue to read to see if the other words can help me to figure things out.

	
	
	· I carefully read the questions in my Student Booklet before I answered them.

	
	
	· I used elements of the Nico’s Guitar text to help me answer the questions.

	
	
	· I explained why the object I want to have or buy is expensive or affordable.
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