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September 10, 2019 

 

Dear Principal, 

Liberation75 is a not-for-profit global event dedicated to commemorating the 75th anniversary of liberation from the 

Holocaust. Liberation75 will focus on remembering the victims, honouring the survivors, showcasing the future of 

Holocaust education, reflecting on historical and modern anti-Semitism, celebrating the liberators, and protecting 

freedom, diversity, human rights and inclusion. Liberation75 will be held at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre 

from May 31st-June 2nd, 2020, and anticipates approximately 4,500 attendees from around the world.  

May 2020 is a month of deep significance to the memory of the Holocaust, because it marks 75 years since the end of 

the Second World War in Europe. Liberation75 will celebrate the anniversary of survivors being liberated from Nazi 

camps, ghettos, and hiding spaces, and explore their subsequent challenges including locating loved ones, and 

healing physically and emotionally. 

A FREE Teacher Professional Development event will occur on Monday, June 1st, 2020, from 4:30 PM to 7:30 

PM (dinner will be provided).  

A FREE full-day summit for students and teachers (titled Education Day) will occur on June 2nd, 2020, at the 

Metro Toronto Convention Centre.  

More information on both programs can be found at www.liberation75.org.  

Liberation75’s Teacher Professional Development programming will aid teachers in meeting curriculum expectations. 

The workshop offerings are cross-curricular, and will cover curriculum expectations in social studies, history, media 

literacy, arts, language arts/English, French, and ESL courses. Specifically, the programming will align with the 

expectations of the Grade 10 history course and the locally-developed Grade 11 (CHG33I) Genocide and Crimes 

against Humanity course, as well as with the Ministry’s four main elements of the Citizenship Education Framework 

(Active Participation, Identity, Attributes and Structures). Teacher PD will feature the best speakers, educators, exhibits 

and organizations from around the world. It will also provide teachers with the opportunity to meet with Holocaust 

survivors.  

Students will draw many benefits from attending Education Day on June 2nd, 2020.  Open to students in grades 7-12, 

Education Day will feature workshops, discussions, exhibits, performances, and more, led by the world’s top Holocaust 

education organizations (including the Azrieli Foundation, Neuberger Holocaust Education Centre, Facing History and 

Ourselves, USC Shoah Foundation, Yad Vashem, Canadian Friends of Simon Wiesenthal and many others). This special 

event will feature a variety of programming including lectures, hands-on activities, revolutionary interactive 

technologies, Holocaust survivor testimonies, interpretive performances, and various artworks. Additionally, Education 

Day will offer a unique chance for students to cooperate and collaborate with students from other schools in Ontario. 

The timing is crucial, as students of this generation will be the last to directly communicate with witnesses of the 

Holocaust. Soon, the irreplaceable opportunity for our youth to connect with living Holocaust survivors will not be 

possible. 
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Liberation75’s Education Day will teach students the history of the Holocaust, and the lessons to be drawn from it. The 

specially curated and diverse programming will elevate students’ abilities to make contemporary connections, think 

critically and responsibly about hate and genocide, and understand the Holocaust’s relevance to their own lives. The 

goal of this event is for students to become active global citizens equipped with the requisite knowledge and skills to 

combat contemporary racism and anti-Semitism. Education Day will be an exciting and educationally worthwhile 

excursion for students and teachers. We hope that you will support their attendance at the once-in-a-lifetime event! 

Sincerely, 

Rachel Luke & Claudia R. Wiedeman 

Co-Chairs, Liberation75 Education Committee  

 

CHC2D (C3.2 analyse responses of Canada and Canadians to some major international events and/or developments that occurred during this period; C3.3 analyse the impact of the 

Holocaust on Canadian society and on Canadians’ attitudes towards human rights; E3.3 assess the significance of public acknowledgements and/or commemoration in Canada of 

past human tragedies and human rights violations, both domestic and international). 

 

CHG331 (the examination of identity formation and how “in groups” and “out groups” are created; analysis of how bias, stereotypes, prejudice, and discrimination impact on various 

groups; students will also use critical-thinking skills to evaluate the ways in which active citizens may empower themselves to stop future genocides). 


