
Keynote presenters: Topic and Background 
 
Dr. Larry Brendtro  
The Resilience Revolution: Transforming Young Lives 
 
Dr. Larry Brendtro, PhD, is a licensed psychologist and Professor Emeritus at Augustana 
University in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. He holds a doctorate from the University of Michigan 
and is a leader in the worldwide reclaiming youth movement. For fourteen years, he was 
president of the Starr Commonwealth Schools in Michigan and Ohio. He taught in the area of 
children’s behavior disorders at the University of Illinois.  He has authored over 200 
professional publications including 15 books on strength-based strategies with children, youth, 
and families.  
 
Dr. Brendtro’s presentation focuses on giving at-risk youth the most important factor in their 

success: a positive adult connection. This positive connection helps youth build resilience, the 

ability to persevere through and recover from adversity.  

 
 
Dr. Lee Brown 
Key Principles of Indigenous Parenting Skills 
 
Dr. Lee Brown is the former Director of the Institute of Aboriginal Health in the College of 
Health Disciplines and the Indigenous Doctoral Program in the Department of Educational 
Studies at The University of British Columbia.  
He wrote his Doctoral Thesis entitled: Making the Classroom a Healthy Place: The Development 
of Affective Competency in Aboriginal Pedagogy.  
 
Dr. Brown is the Co-author of The Sacred Tree, an educational curriculum based in Indigenous 
values and epistemology. Dr. Brown has also contributed to the Round Lake Native Healing 
Centre in Vernon, BC during the last Thirty years in a number of capacities including clinical 
supervisor and currently as a cultural resource to the center.  
Dr. Brown has been the keynote speaker at over one hundred Indigenous conferences. He has 
been invited to share his knowledge of culture and healing in over five hundred indigenous 
communities in North America. 
 
Dr. Brown has developed a theory of holistic emotional education that is predicated upon six 
principles of emotional competency that arise out of his research in the area of affective 
education and learning.  
 
Dr. Lee Brown’s presentation will focus on the key principles of Great Indigenous Parenting 

Skills, including: welcoming the child to life; creating teachability in our children; creating an 

emotional competent child; creating meaning as a foundation for health and raising an adult 

that is a blessing to the human community. 



 
Dr. Jody Carrington 
Parent Super Powers and Trauma Informed Practice 
 
Dr. Jody Carrington is a Clinical Psychologist who has spent most of her career working with 
children and families who have experienced trauma. Growing up on a farm in rural Alberta, 
Canada, and after 13 years of post-secondary education, she took her first job on the Mental 
Health Inpatient Units of the Alberta Children’s Hospital in Calgary. It was during those 10 years 
that she learned the most about kids, families, relationships, and the vital importance of 
connection. Today, she is back living in a rural setting, managing a private practice, raising a 
family, speaking around the country about relationships, connection and her new book, “Kids 
These Days”.  
  
Dr. Carrington passionately believes in the power of the relationship with the people we love, 
lead, and teach. It’s time, she believes, that we need to start focusing less on kids these days, 
and more on those of you who hold them every day. The core of everything she speaks and 
writes about comes down to this: we are wired to do hard things. 
www.drjodycarrington.com 
 
 
Derek Clark 
The Power of Trauma, Resilience and Redemption! 
 
Derek Clark’s life is one of resilience and redemption. As a child he suffered unthinkable child 
abuse, abandonment and emotional distress before being turned over to the psychiatric 
hospital at age five. His 13 years in the San Francisco bay area foster care system reflected an 
early life of humiliation, aggression, emotional distress, overwhelming anxiety and being 
wrongfully labeled. Eventually, with the help of foster parents, a fantastic social worker and 
mentors, he defied the artificial limitations imposed upon him. Derek knows first-hand how to 
cope with adversity and overcoming hardship. His past has never held him back from 
accomplishing what he set his heart and mind to. 
   
Derek is an inspiring motivational speaker/trainer and the author of seven books including 
Disable the Label: Never Limit the Potential of a Child, Never Limit Your Life and the I Will Never 
Give Up book series. Derek’s true-life trials and personal triumphs have inspired organizations 
worldwide with his message of resilience, hope, courage, unwavering perseverance and 
redemption. He recently received the International Foster Care Award through SOS Children's 
Village where they are located in 134 countries helping and protecting children. 
 
Derek’s presentation on trauma, resilience and redemption is sure to inspire you to never limit 

the potential of a child.  

 

https://www.iwillnevergiveup.com/ 
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