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Spotlight on Innovation: Health to Home Conversation 
with the Keynote  

1:30 PM  - 3:15 PM | $100 fee | limited capacity 

Transitioning from Hospital to Home 
When it comes to medicine , surgeons and engineers aren't very different. Together, they can collaborate with the 
similar goal of turning daunting medical problems for patients into solutions. This desire for collaborative solutions 
continues to be Dr. Geoff Fernie's primary motivation as a biomedical engineer. 

Spend some time with Dr. Fernie, hearing his thoughts on what is needed to transition patients from the clinical setting 
to the home setting and discussing how technology can be developed that will help with this transition. 

Dr. Fernie has been the lead on the development of many products that  provide innovative solutions for patients and 
caregivers around the world.  

He has maintained a focus on the reduction of falls through the development of innovative mobility products, non-slip 
winter footwear and improvements to accessibility and building codes. He has made significant advances in preventing 
hospital acquired infections by improving hand hygiene. His recent involvement in the development of a disposable 
instrument for home diagnosis of sleep apnea has the potential to significantly reduce the prevalence of cardiovascular 
complications resulting from untreated sleep apnea. Geoff has been responsible for many products that assist people's 
independence, including innovative wheelchairs and bathroom aids. Many of his inventions have reduced the physical 
burden of caring for people, including the prevention of back and shoulder injuries in professional nurses and family 
caregivers caused by lifting and moving people. 

This session is targeted to anyone who has an interest in the development of assistive technologies that make injured 
lives worth living. 

This session is intended to be an informal, interactive discussion. 

Key Topics covered during the session include: 

• Understanding the transitional needs of patients and their caregivers 
• Supporting innovation in the health sector  
• Cultivating an environment of interdisciplinary collaboration within the healthcare system 
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Geoff Fernie, Ph.D, FCAHS, P.Eng, C.Eng  
 

Geoff Fernie is the Senior Scientist at the Toronto Rehabilitation 
Institute (TRI), University Health Network (UHN), Department of 
Surgery.      
 
During his accomplished career, he has helped launch four successful 
start-up companies, and has 22 awarded patents and 13 additional 
filings related to assistive technologies. He has transferred nine 
products to the marketplace. He also led the development of TRI-
UHN’s $36M CFI-funded iDAPT Centre (intelligent Design for 
Adaptation, Participation and Technology), which is a network of 13 
state-of-the-art research labs.  
 
Geoff ‘s personal research interests are primarily focused on the 
development of technology to help individuals continue to live in their 

own homes as they age. He has published well over 100 peer reviewed journal papers and book chapters.  He was inducted 
into the Terry Fox Hall of Fame in 2008 and became a Fellow of the Canadian Academy of Health Sciences in 2009. 
 

 

 

 


