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Aamjiwnaang First Nation welcomes the opportunity to make submissions with respect to the 
modernization of the National Energy Board ("NEB"). Canada has a duty to protect and preserve 
our natural environment for present and future generations as the use and enjoyment of these 
traditional territories is inherently protected by our Aboriginal and Treaty rights. 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has promised a renewed relationship with Indigenous Peoples. In 
carrying out this promise Prime Minister Trudeau provided the Minister of Natural Resources 
with a mandate letter instructing the Minister to: 

• Modernize the National Energy Board to ensure that its composition reflects regional views and has
sufficient expertise in fields such as environmental science, community development, and Indigenous
traditional knowledge [emphasis added].

The Expert Panel (the "Panel'') tasked with overseeing the modernization process was provided 
Tenns of Reference 1 which further expand on this mandate with respect to Indigenous 
engagement: 

1) Governance: the mandate letter to the Minister of Natural Resources asks to ensure the
Board's composition is diverse and has sufficient expertise in relevant fields such as
environmental science, community development, and Indigenous traditional knowledge.
Therefore, potential outcomes could include findings and recommendations in the
following areas:

• Composition and expertise of Board members;
• Governance and division of the NEB's operational and adjudicative functions,

including the roles of the Board's Chief Executive Officer and Chair;
• Role of the NEB in implementing Government policies and priorities, including

mechanisms for policy direction; and
• Delegation of authorities to Board members and senior NEB staff.

2) Mandate: Canada's energy sector has undergone significant changes in recent years due
to technological innovations and shifting global dynamics. Therefore, potential outcomes
could include findings and recommendations in the following areas:

• Defining and measuring public interest ( e.g., consideration of national, regional,
Indigenous, and local interests as well as environmental, economic and social
factors);
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To this end, we will conduct a full review of the legislation unilaterally imposed on Indigenous Peoples by 
the I larper government, through the Jens of section 35 of the Constitution. Where measures are found to be 
in connict with Aboriginal rights, where they are inconsistent with the principles of good governance, or 
where they simply make no public policy sense, we will rescind them. 

Therefore, we call on the federal government to honour the commitments it has made to 
Indigenous Peoples and to modernize the NEB in light of the recommendations provided above 
in order to better protect the Aboriginal and Treaty rights of Indigenous communities, including 
Aamjiwnaang First Nation. 

Colonialism continues today in the fonn of government policies and legislation that ignores 
Indigenous Peoples' inherent rights and subjects our people to discretionary decisions which are 
not in their best interest. Reconciliation requires sincere acts of mutual respect, tolerance and 
goodwill that serve to heal rifts and create the foundations for a hannonious relationship. This 
includes the work of this government and its legal obligations to protect our community's lands 
and environment. The National Energy Board as currently constituted is an obstacle to 
reconciliation and maintains barriers to protecting our community and upholding our inherent 
rights. 

Sincerely, 

Sharilyn Johnston 
Environmental Coordinator, 
Aamjiwnaang First Nation 

Joanne Rogers, 
Chief of Aamjiwnaang First Nation 
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