
March 29, 2017 

 
National Energy Board 
Attn: Energy East Review Panel 
517 Tenth Avenue SW 
Calgary, Alberta 
T2R 0A8 

NRCan's NEB Modernization Secretariat 
580 Booth Street, 17th floor 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0E4 

The Honourable James Gordon Carr, Minister of Natural Resources 

611 Corydon Avenue, Unit 102 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

R3L 0P3 

 

My name is Marco Gruwel and in 2015 I was accepted as an Intervenor in the Energy East process. In 

September 2016, the three-member National Energy Board (NEB) Energy East panel recused themselves from 

the hearing process due to an apprehension of bias. On January 27th, 2017 in Ruling #1, the new panel 

essentially hit the reset button and voided all decisions of the original panel.  

As an Intervenor in this process, I have witnessed the inefficiencies, delays and bias toward industry and truly 

understand the flawed nature of the NEB as it stands today. Speaking as a member of the public and an 

engaged citizen, the current system presents an arduous situation that does not encourage nor help to 

facilitate my democratic right to have my voice heard in a fair and transparent hearing.  

The present Liberal government committed to modernize the NEB to ensure that its composition reflects 
regional views and has sufficient expertise in fields such as environmental science, community development, 
and Indigenous traditional knowledge. By conducting the NEB Modernization process, the government has 
recognized that the NEB is broken and ineffective as a regulator. As such, the review of the Energy East 
pipeline must be delayed until a modern regulatory system is developed and implemented.  
 
I am genuinely interested in participating in the Energy East hearing, but feel as though my efforts will be a 
waste of time if the review continues under such a blatantly broken system. I urge the NEB Modernization 
Panel to recommend that the Energy East pipeline review be put on hold until the NEB is modernized and 
strongly encourage Minister Carr to act quickly to approve this recommendation.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of this matter.    
 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Marco L.H. Gruwel 

NEB Intervenor – Energy East Project 


