


Agenda

7:00 – 7:05 Welcome and Introductions

7:05 – 7:30 Presentation

7:30 – 8:30 Group Discussion

8:30 – 8:55 Group Reports and Discussion

8:55 – 9:00 Wrap-up and Next Steps

9:00 Adjourn



Purpose of the Study
Review the 2017 Indoor Facilities Development Strategy, which 
recommended a recreation centre in south Bowmanville.

Update the community profile (present and future), and information 
about relevant facilities and demand.

Review the original concept for a recreation centre in south 
Bowmanville and revise as required to respond to new information 
and future needs.

Update capital and operating costs.

Determine the feasibility of the facility.



Indoor Facilities 
Development Strategy

Short-Term (2017-2021)
Provide a new recreation centre in south Bowmanville at the location 
of the indoor soccer facility (South Bowmanville Recreation Centre).
Phase One (2018):
• Twin-pad arena (subject to confirming that there is sufficient ice-related demand)
• Gymnasium
• Fitness/wellness facility
• Indoor walking track
• Multi-purpose program spaces and youth and older adult space
• Community Services administration offices



Indoor Facilities 
Development Strategy

Medium-Term (2022-2026)
Phase One: Expand Diane Hamre Recreation Complex – Newcastle (2022)
• Fitness/wellness facility
• Youth and older adult space

Re-assess arena needs (2023).

Expand the Courtice Community Complex (2024).
• New teaching pool

Phase Two: Expand Diane Hamre Recreation Complex – Newcastle (2026):
• Twin-pad arena (subject to the results of the arena needs assessment in 2023)
• Indoor walking track



Indoor Facilities 
Development Strategy

Long-Term (2027-2031)

Expand the South Courtice Arena facility (2027)
• Add a gymnasium

Assess indoor aquatic needs (2028)

Phase Two expansion of the South Bowmanville Recreation Centre (2029)
• Indoor aquatic facility



Community Profile
Clarington Population by Community, 2006 – 2031

(Includes Net Undercount of 2.8%)

Year Bowmanville Courtice Newcastle Rural Clarington

2006
2011
2016

31,600
36,100
40,473

23,200
24,900
26,000

8,900
8,300
9,424

17,200
18,400
18,692

80,900
87,700
94,589

2018
2021
2016
2031

46,600
47,100
55,100
64,200

27,422
31,300
33,900
36,600

10,881
12,200
15,300
19,300

19,667
9,100

19,600
20,300

104,580
109,800
123,900
140,400

Growth
2018-2031

17,600
37.8%

9,178
33.5%

8,419
77.4%

633
3.2%

35,820
34.3%



Community Profile
The age profile of Clarington is younger than the Ontario 
average, and is similar to Durham Region.

In Clarington, there is a high percentage of young families with 
children living at home – this trend should continue for another 
decade.

Bowmanville is even younger than Clarington as a whole.

In 2015, average household income in Clarington was higher 
than Ontario and Durham Region; however, in Bowmanville, it 
was lower than Clarington as a whole.



Community Profile
Educational attainment in Clarington and Bowmanville were 
similar to Durham Region and Ontario – across all levels.

Although the population is not as ethno-culturally diverse as 
Durham Region and Ontario, it will become more so in the 
coming years.

15% of the Ontario population has a disability. That is expected 
to rise to 40% over the next 20 years.  There are likely over 
13,000 residents living with a disability in Clarington.



Community Profile
By 2031:
• The age profile of Clarington will be much older as the Baby 

Boom and Millennial generations continue to age.  Aging of 
the population will accelerate as full build-out is reached.

• There is projected to be a much smaller proportion of mid-
age adults (age 40-54) and a much larger proportion of 
young adults (age 20-39), as well as older adults (age 65+).

That will impact demand for culture and recreation services.



Some National Trends in Demand
Rigorous team and individual sports and recreation activities decline 
with age, while less rigorous activities gain in popularity.

Since swimming is in demand through all age groups - demand 
should remain strong, including growing interest in women’s only, 
therapeutic and fitness-based aquatics.

Interest in fitness/wellness is increasing across all age groups.

Interest in arts and culture and life-long learning increase with age, 
income, education and level of professionalism.



Some Facility Trends
Trend toward multi-facility culture and recreation facilities, sometimes 
including libraries, a municipal service centre, EMS, tourism, etc.

Partnership opportunities in facility provision are popular.

Barrier-free facility design has become a ‘must’.

Environmentally-friendly/energy-efficient facility design is 
increasingly popular.

Trend toward facilities that can be repurposed as demands shift.



Aquatics
• Most pool uses are program-based and run by the Municipality.
• Increased demand for registered programs and public swims.
• Programs offered determined by available resources.

• Existing pools and programs are meeting most current needs.  
Facility utilization was at about 65% in 2017. Current supply will be 
maxed out in 4-7 years (based on expected growth in demand).

• Shortage of life guards and instructors could impact the ability to 
maintain current services and support expanded services.

Updated Local Demand Indicators



Arenas
• Most prime time use is group-based rentals – limited opportunity for 

program-based uses in PT (e.g., public skate, shinny, parent and tot).

• Increased expectation for programmed uses and in prime time.

• Current allocation to minor sport organizations is not adequate to meet 
needs. Hundreds of thousands spent annually on out-of-town ice by 
Clarington groups.

• Increased prime time for municipal programs and expansion of sport 
tourism (tournaments and special events) will increase facility needs.

• Conclusion: Current supply is insufficient to meet current and future needs 
as population increases and municipal and user group programs expand.

Updated Local Demand Indicators



Updated Local Demand Indicators
Fitness
• Participation in group fitness is increasing (national trend).

• Courtice Fitness Facility – 1,200 members (approx. 6,000 sq. ft.).

• Dryland training + team and group training requests are growing.

• Popular programs: Weight Loss Challenge, Learn to Lift and OCR 
classes are offering participants competition, challenges, motivation and 
variety.

• Increasing demand for an indoor walking track.



Other Indicators

Updated Local Demand Indicators
Other Indicators
• Increasing demand for unstructured play, drop-ins, pay-as-

you-go, low fee/no fee opportunities.  People want more 
flexibility in their leisure activities schedule.

• Camp Activities – increasing demand for specialty, educational 
and experiential camps (e.g., cooking, science, outdoor play).

• Growing demand for preschool, educational, short-duration 
classes (less than 1 hour) and prep for entry to kindergarten.



Lifecycle Status of Older Facilities
Darlington Sports Centre
• Built in 1975 (50 years old in 2025)
• $2.2M renovation in 2010 to extend useful life 10-15 years

Alan Strike Aquatic and Squash Centre (formerly Clarington Fitness 
Centre)
• Built in 1982 (50 years old in 2032)
• $3.5M renovation in 2014
• Appeal of facility is diminishing and pool design is limiting for most programs

Do you invest more to extend life for current uses or explore 
potential to repurpose?



Community Engagement
So Far:
• Facility User Group meetings
• Community Services staff session
• Engage Clarington online survey (ongoing)

Tonight’s Community Forum

Still to come:
• Clarington youth engagement
• Further use of Engage Clarington



The Site



Evolving Concept
• Twin-pad arena
• Gymnasium (dividable)
• Fitness/wellness centre
• Indoor running/walking track
• Flexible programming spaces to support activities for all ages
• Aquatic facility (type to be determined)
• Branch library
• Location for Tourism Clarington
• Other features: changerooms, lobby and socializing spaces, meeting 

rooms, child-minding room, food services, washrooms, storage, admin 
offices



Discussion Topics

1. What do you most like about what’s being 
proposed so far for the South Bowmanville 
Recreation Centre?

2. Is there anything that you would add, subtract or 
otherwise change about the emerging facility 
concept?



Next Steps
• Complete research and analysis, including the remaining community 

engagement.

• Release results of public consultation and emerging trends.

• Finalize facility concept, including components/features, sizing, 
characteristics.

• Estimate capital and operating costs.

• Develop project schedule and decide on approach to construction.

• Report to Council in the Fall, seeking approval to proceed to design 
stage.
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