
History of Memorial Avenue 

Memorial Avenue is one of the oldest streets in Parksville 
and has been at the centre of life in the City for over a 
hundred years. It is a living monument with century-old elm 
trees planted as a tribute to Parksville's fallen WWI soldiers. 
The street is anchored at the west by the Parksville School 
building completed in 1913, now home to the McMillan Arts 
Centre. 

 

At the heart of the community 
Memorial Avenue was initially named Van Houten Street  
as shown on the original survey from 1914. It was renamed 
Memorial Avenue in the early 1920s. The Women's 
Institute along with the Royal Canadian Legion worked 
together to donate a cenotaph and dozens of trees as a 
civic monument in honour of the many young lives lost at 
war. 
 
 

 

Parksville's Fallen Soldiers 
This link provides information about local veterans who 
gave their lives in WWI and WWII and to whose memory the 
trees and street name of Memorial Avenue are dedicated. 
Each veteran has a page dedicated to them on the Canadian 
Virtual War Memorial.  

  

Memorializing lives lost 
After WWI, the Parksville Women's Institute spearheaded a drive to 
raise money to erect a cenotaph in memory of those who died while 
serving. In 1922, M D C Millin purchased a three-ton granite block 
from Nelson Island, Jervis Inlet. Bill Wheeler, a stonemason, 
proceeded with the work of splitting and chipping of the granite, 
assisted by W G Brice. (Leffler). After much discussion, the Memorial 
Avenue site was chosen for the cenotaph. Mrs Esther Tryon, 
president of the Women's Institute, promised to donate the trees to 
border both sides of the street. Mrs H K Harrison ordered the trees 
which were planted by W G Brice. 

Parksville soldiers preparing to depart for the front. The date is unknown, estimated to be in mid to late 1910s. 

 

Memorial Avenue in the 1920s with trees still in  
the protective boxes but much bigger in size.  

 

This image shows Memorial Avenue in the early 1920s, taken shortly after the memorial trees were planted with 
protective boxes to help them root in place. These trees reinforced the early street edge and helped to form Memorial 
Avenue's earliest streetscaping. 
 

Parksville Women's Institute in the 1920s.  

https://www.parksville.ca/cms.asp?wpID=670


History of Memorial Avenue 

Putting the monument in place 
The cenotaph was unveiled on the old Parksville School site in 
1923 with due ceremony. The cenotaph has since been relocated 
three times: moved to Memorial Park in 1967, then to Parksville 
Community Park in 1976, and finally to its current location in 
2001, near the Parksville Civic and Technology Centre at Jensen 
Avenue West and Craig Street. 
 

The trees still stand, now providing much 
more shade than when they were planted 
along the street leading to the cenotaph in 
the early 1920s. 
 

Spirit of Community 
Learn more about the history of the old Parksville School building, now the 
MacMillan Arts Centre and early settlement in Parksville through this video 
produced by Qualicum Beach Tourism. 
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This image shows the cenotaph in its original place during a remembrance ceremony, on the old Parksville School 
property, now the McMillan Arts Centre.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M0zUYTelU2g
https://www.facebook.com/RoyalCanadianLegionBr49MtArrowsmith/
https://www.facebook.com/RoyalCanadianLegionBr49MtArrowsmith/
https://parksvillemuseum.com/
https://mcmillanartscentre.com/
https://mcmillanartscentre.com/

