
MAKING THE CASE FOR LOW-CARBON SOLUTIONS

Climate Leadership Institute

November 2017   |



www.climateaccess.org



BRITISH COLUMBIA IS MAKING PROGRESS
THE PRIORITY CHALLENGE



Things are really bad (leads with the daunting goal, scientific challenge)

Municipalities have no choice but to respond

Climate is a new mandate

THE TYPICAL CASE FOR ACTION



This is what we aspire towards…

• Quality of life

• Affordability

• Vibrant economies

• Sustainable growth

• Protecting natural assets

Choice
This is how we get there…

• Conserving and producing our own energy

• Taking smarter approaches to how we develop and grow

• Promoting active transportation

• Turning waste into a resource

Opportunity
The benefits are many and outweigh the costs…

• Reducing costs and redirecting savings back into local programs that benefit the 

community.

• Attracting investments, new industries, jobs and talent.

• Help manage and stabilize the cost of living.

• Promote public health and well-being.

• Protect natural resources and promote a sense of place and community pride.

There are also risks if we don’t take action…

• Decline of certain industries/economies

• Extreme weather and other climate impacts

• Population growth

• Rising municipal debts

Challenge

Vision

THE CASE FOR VITAL COMMUNITIES



MAKE AND SAVE MONEY
THROUGH ENERGY INNOVATION

BUILD STRONG ECONOMIES 
CREATE LASTING JOBS

IMPROVE
AFFORDABILITY

PROMOTE DEVELOPMENT
AND A HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE

POWER STRONG 
COMMUNITIES

TURN WASTE INTO 
OPPORTUNITY



MAKE AND SAVE MONEY 
THROUGH ENERGY INNOVATION





BUILD STRONG ECONOMIES
CREATE LASTING JOBS



The City of Langley delivered $192 million in new construction and 850 
new jobs through its brownfields redevelopment strategy while 
encouraging density and preserving greenfields. 



IMPROVE
AFFORDABILITY





An extensive lighting upgrade to the Strathcona Hotel
is expected to save the downtown Victoria business  
$24,000/year in energy costs.



PROMOTE DEVELOPMENT
AND A HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE



DUAL BENEFITS OF 
DENSITY & EFFICIENCY 

North Vancouver’s Energy 
Efficient Buildings Initiative has 
led to nearly all new construction 
in the city being built to higher 
energy standards while helping 
developers achieve maximum 
building density.



Four public charging stations have 
powered more than 2,700 electric 
vehicles in the Township of 
Langley, avoiding 10,000 litres of 
gas consumption, an even greater 
amount in fuel costs, and 23 
tonnes of carbon emissions – all at 
a cost of $1,700 to the 
municipality. 



POWER STRONG
COMMUNITIES





Canada’s first Aboriginal solar 
community, T’Sou-ke First Nation built 
one of the largest solar photovoltaic 
projects in B.C., undertook a solar hot 
water project for 40 homes and used a 
combination of conservation and 
efficiency to cut their energy use by 75%.  



TURN WASTE INTO
OPPORTUNITY



Curbside composting in Nanaimo has saved the region $16 
million in capital costs by extending the life of the landfill, and 
increases employment in recycling and composting. 85% of 
residents are happy with the Zero Waste program.



THE CLIMATE IMPERATIVE

RACE TO THE TOP

Rising impacts

Race to the top

Increasing infrastructure demands



► VISION: Develop and set clear goals. Measure and communicate outcomes.

► INTEGRATION: Embed with core community programs.

► CO-RESPONSIBILITY: Involve municipal staff and focus on capacity building.

► ENGAGEMENT:  External stakeholders part of the process from the outset. 

► PILOTING: Discreet projects that generate short-term results and help motivate further action.

► INNOVATION: Return cost savings into tangible community projects. 

► LEVERAGING: Learn from others. Seek out partnerships. 

A RECIPE FOR SUCCESS
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