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34 °15'39"N 88

METEOROLOGICAL DATA FOR 1997
TUPELO, MS (TUP)

LATITUDE: LONGITUDE:

ELEVATION (FT):
°46'16"W GRND: 349

TIME ZONE:

BARO: 352

WBAN: 93862

CENTRAL (UTC+ 6)
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AVERAGE DRY BULB
MEAN WET BULB
MEAN DEW POINT
NUMBER OF DAYS WITH:
MAXIMUM =290 °
MAXIMUM <32 °
MINIMUM <32 °
MINIMUM <0 °

51.3
75
3

58.5 6
76 84

16+ 1
48.7 1

20 28 21
315 388 4
8 28 30

.5 45.8
32 |43 59 61
04+ D6 24
80.6 7[7.9 73
6 67.0
7 63.8

9.8 68
82

6+ 14

7.7 57.1 65.6

5 51.3
4 443

8 76.9

88 9

18 2

54.2
13+

60.0
55.2

opow

82.4
3 96
3 27

74.3

66.2 71.1 67

69.5 7H7 T71.
67.4 7p5 68

30+
57

7

0
0

0

o<

90.1 8¢.9 84.
93 P4

20+
9 6

0

3 32
29

O o

88
1.9

0

7 73.2

70 |68

19 |21
29+ 17
3 60.7| 47
54.8 44.7
50.6 41.1

56.

7+ 2§ 20
48.2 |39.0 3

4 50.7 0.9

07

96
JUL 27,

2.7 50.2

8
JAN 11

7 A1.7 60.6

" 38.
34.

H/IC

HEATING DEGREE DAYS
COOLING DEGREE DAYS

0O O
407

3147
1634

RH

MEAN (PERCENT)
HOUR 00 LST
HOUR 06 LST
HOUR 12 LST
HOUR 18 LST

[oe]
I
110000

78
91 91
94 93
59 57
68 66

[e)Ne)NeoNoso]
[eX=X{Xe))

PERCENT POSSIBLE SUNSHINE
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CLOUDINESS

SUNRISE-SUNSET: (OKTAS)
CEILOMETER ( < 12,000 FT.)
SATELLITE (> 12,000 FT.)

MIDNIGHT-MIDNIGHT: (OKTAS)
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PRECIPITATION

WATER EQUIVALENT:
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GREATEST 24-HOUR (IN.)
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PRECIPITATION > 0.01
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DATE OF OCCURRENCE

MAXIMUM SNOW DEPTH (IN.)
DATE OF OCCURRENCE
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NORMALS, MEANS, AND EXTREMES
TUPELO, MS (TUP)

LATITUDE: LONGITUDE: ELEVATION (FT): TIME ZONE: WBAN: 93862
34 ° 15 39" N 88 °46’16"W GRND: 349 BARO: 352 CENTRAL (UTC+ 6)
ELEMENT |P0R JAN FEB| MAR | APR MAY  JUN JUL AUG SHP QCT NOV DEQEAR
NORMAL DAILY MAXIMUM 30 48/8 54.5) 64.3 73.9 80l9 87.§ 90.7 B9.9 84.7 74.9 63.5[52.8 [2.2
MEAN DAILY MAXIMUM 32 [50.5 56.2 65.6 750 81.7| 88.7 P1.7 90.7 85.1 75.3 |63.6 54.7 73.2
HIGHEST DAILY MAXIMUM 13 7p 84 |84 93 94 (101 205 102 103 | 92 84 78| 105
w | YEAR OF OCCURRENCE 1997 1996|1997 1987 1996 1988 1986 1990, 1990 |1986 1987 1987 JUL 1986
MEAN OF EXTREME MAXS. 14 67.8 75.0 81.9 B6.4 90.8 95.6 97.4 (96.9 94.2 86.1 78.1{70.3 |85.0
E NORMAL DAILY MINIMUM 30 30.0 34.0|43.2 51.0 59.b 66.5|70.6 9.3 63(3 49.8/ 41.8 34.1 5§51.2
S |MEAN DAILY MINIMUM 32 29.9|32.6 4p.8 48.9 57.2|65.2 §9.3 67|6 61.5| 48.4 40.0 335 49/6
';: LOWEST DAILY MINIMUM 13| -6 4 16 29| 40 49 58 52 |43 29 19 |-3 -6
| YEAR OF OCCURRENCE 1985 1996|1996 1992 1994 1984 1990 1986| 1994 |1993 1997 1989 JAN 1985
E MEAN OF EXTREME MINS. 14 14|5 17.2|26.2 33.1 45)4 56.4 62.7 59.5 47.0 354 25.7 17.4 6.7
s |[NORMAL DRY BULB 30 3D.9 44.3 537 62.4 70.2 7.2 80.6 79.6 74.0 |62.4 5.6 43.p 61.7
w (MEAN DRY BULB 14 40.8 46.2 53.9 61.4 Y0.1 77.7 81.1 79.8 [73.5 62.6 52.5 44.1| 62.0
= |MEAN WET BULB 12 36.8 41.9 47.8 54.6 3.4 70.4 73.2 71.9|66.6 56.6 48.0 40.6| 56.0
MEAN DEW POINT 12 3113 36.3 41.8 48.4(59.1 6p.8 70{2 68.7| 63.0 52.1 430 35.4 51.3
NORMAL NO. DAYS WITH:
MAXIMUM =90 ° 30/0.0 0j0 0.0|0.7 2{7 15.7 21.4 P1.1 9{3 05|00 Q0 71)4
MAXIMUM <32 ° 30{20 144 0.0[0.0 00 0.0/ 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 25 5.9
MINIMUM <32 ° 30(18.3 1p.1 43 0.7 pP.O 0.p 0.0 |0.0 Op 0.4 |49 154 541
MINIMUM < 0 ° 30{03 00 0.0[{0.0 OO 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 04 0.7
o |[NORMAL HEATING DEG. DAYS (30 (778 580 363 130 |27 O O |0 9|144 379 667 3079
T |NORMAL COOLING DEG.DAYS [30| O QO 15 |52 188 366| 484 453 279 64| 7 1908
NORMAL (PERCENT) 30 70 (70 65 63 [f0O 70| 72 (72 72 72 |71 72 70
HOUR 00 LST 30 76 (76 |72 74 82 |83 85 84 (84 8B 78 |77 80
& HOUR 06 LST 30 80 82 (80 83 87 (88 90 91 |90 88 84 |82 85
HOUR 12 LST 30 61 |62 |54 48 55 |53 56 54 |55 54 59 |62 56
HOUR 18 LST 30 62 |61 |53 48 58 |57 59 59 |60 62 64 |66 59
v |PERCENT POSSIBLE SUNSHINH 11| 54 51 57|74 72 74| 75 73 71| 63 b2 47 64
o MEAN NO. DAYS WITH:
§ HEAVY FOG(VISBY<1/4 MI) 13 27 1.7{15 09 10|11 08 2.0 13 3.3 2.3 2.0 |20.6
THUNDERSTORMS 13 14 |28 44 54 |76 99 94 |69 45 29 |3.1 19 60.2
& IMEAN:
w |SUNRISE-SUNSET (OKTAS) 1 72 56 40 3.2 48 32 24 B2 56 56 (64
Z IMIDNIGHT-MIDNIGHT (OKTAS) [1 7.2 5.6 3R 32140 3j2 24|32 52 64|64
g MEAN NO. DAYS WITH:
O | CLEAR 2 95 9.0|95 140 175 7.0 80 100 40 7.0/ 50 30 1035
d PARTLY CLOUDY 1 3.0 40 40 4.0|110 70 7.0 1.0 RO 1.0 3.0
CLOUDY 2 145 135 80 50|85 65 11.0 3.0 0.0 9.0 9.0 [7.0 96.0
o |MEAN STATION PRESSURE(IN) (12 29.77 29.73 29.66 29.61 29.62(29.60 29.65 29.64 29)66 29.11 29.72 29.77| 29.68
Q. IMEAN SEA-LEVEL PRES. (IN) 10 30{17 30.13 30.06 30.00 30.00 20.97 30.03 30.02 30.08 30.10(30.11 30.17 30.07
MEAN SPEED (MPH) 14 7.8 83 84/ 78 69 56 54 b1l 58 59 |72 75 6.8
PREVAIL.DIR(TENS OF DEGS) 15 86 36| 18 18 18| 18 [19 3§ 36 |36 16 18 36
MAXIMUM 2—-MINUTE:
8 SPEED (MPH) 4 39 |31 |31 29 34 |41 41 29 |30 3B 31|24 41
Z | DIR. (TENS OF DEGS) 24 02 26 |12 3B 02 (25 Q7 30| 25 14 24 02
< | YEAR OF OCCURRENCE 1996 1996|1997 1997 1996 1997 1996 1996/ 1996 (1997 1997 1997 JUN 1997
MAXIMUM 5-SECOND:
SPEED (MPH) 4 53 |46 |48 37 46 |52 54 36 |43 53 41 |31 54
DIR. (TENS OF DEGS) 23 24 26 |17 2B 12 |25 36 29| 26 14 31 25
YEAR OF OCCURRENCE 1996 1997(1997 1997 1997 1997 1996 1997| 1996 |1997 1997 1996 JUL 1996
NORMAL (IN) 30 4.89 4.72|6.07 5)25 5.72 3.84 |4.30 3.05 3.0 3.42(4.85 6.16 55.87
=z |[MAXIMUM MONTHLY (IN) 13(6.98 10.90 |9.34 12.16 17.56 11.37 7.33| 6.22 §.31 7.90 9.6414.49 [ 17.56
O | YEAR OF OCCURRENCE 1989 1991|1994 1991 1991 1997 1996 1985 1988 |1984 1986 1990 MAY 1991
E MINIMUM MONTHLY (IN) 13 0.30| 2.33 2.13 0.46 1.34|0.17 0.48 0.9 1.27 0.36 1.50 1.,57 0.17
~ | YEAR OF OCCURRENCE 1986 1988|1985 1986 1992 1988 1986 1983 1994 |1989 1985 1984 JUN 1988
a [MAXIMUM IN 24 HOURS (IN) 13| 2.2p 5.91 |4.85 3|09 8.5p 3.52|3.60 3.64 3.13 3.27| 3.71 7.17 8§59
O | YEAR OF OCCURRENCE 1989 1991|1997 1991 1991 1997 1993 1985 1993 |1985 1987 1983 MAY 1991
}-J':J NORMAL NO. DAYS WITH:
o | PRECIPITATION =0.01 30 9.4 104 9.1 9.0 107 99|80 74 69|73 81 11.0 107.Z
PRECIPITATION =1.00 80 0.9 1.7/ 1.1 09 14 10 pP3 0% 1.0 1.6 2.0 23 147
NORMAL (IN) 30 19 1.2 0.2 0.4 00 D.O 0Q OO [0O OD T pPS5 39
= [MAXIMUM MONTHLY (IN) 13|72/ 53 17 04 T 00 T (0.0 QO T [0.1 2[2 7.7
< | YEAR OF OCCURRENCE 1988 1985|1993 1987 1989 1990 1993 1991 1983 JAN 1988
§ MAXIMUM IN 24 HOURS (IN) 13| 6.9 3.1 1.7 04 T 0O T| 00 00 T |01 19 6P
O | YEAR OF OCCURRENCE 1988 1985(1993 1987 1989 0 1990| O 1993|1991 1983 JAN 1988
Z [MAXIMUM SNOW DEPTH(IN) 14 |6 4|1 O O pPp 0|0 O O T 2 6
9 | YEAR OF OCCURRENCE 1988 1985|1984 1991 1983 JAN 1988
NORMAL NO. DAYS WITH:
SNOWFALL =1.0 B0 8.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 B.O 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0|36.0
published by: NCDC Asheville, NC 3




PRECIPITATION (inches) 1997 TUPELO, MS (TUP)

YEAR JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OoCT NOV DEC ANNUAL
1983 3.05| 059 [256 3.1 7.03| 13.69
1984 287 339 353 588 |844 059 190 179 130 790 554 157 |44.70
1985 3.75 5/]18 213 494 |535 302 282 6.22 |286 735 150 1.68 |46.80
1986 030 347 338 046 |519 6|57 048 336 |286 581 9.64 5.18 [46.70
1987 268 637 240 120 |549 3196 150 208 |213 103 6.26 4.78 |39.88
1988 241 233 359 337 |292 017 232 123 (631 388 405 505 |37.63
1989 698 9/88 3.68 231 |3.79 11.08 6.2f 2.78| 548 .36 4.7 2.89 | 59.57
1990 584 940 6.3% 250 |426 257 201 102 (241 340 3.0 14.49 | 57.32
1991 3.12 1090 6.2 12.16| 1756 |6.22 06 3.16f 3.06 |1.58 5|36 10.92 81.05
1992 153 317 4.0% 238 [134 711 299 454 |246 265 6.70 4.13 |43.05
1993 294 324 4.0% 4.63 |578 267 380 6.05 |545 245 288 4.80 [48.74
1994 459 649 934 251 |378 560 651 093 |127 433 335 4.76 [53.46
1995 390 4/08 897 7.14 |3.60 679 263 474 (061 318 502 6.39 |57.05
1996 591 366 4.6% 6.09 |205 871 7.33 291 |[6.05 246 697 6.41 |63.20
1997 6.50 4/31 7.43 3.82 |8.42 1137 46D 484 | 1.73 494 212 3.71| 63.79
POR=
14 YRS |3.80 541 49 424 |557 483 329 309 311 366 490 6.01 (5289
WBAN : 93862
AVERAGE TEMPERATURE’F) 1997 TUPELO, MS (TUP)
YEAR JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN Jul AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC |ANNUAL
1983 82.1| 83.1 (7128 642 55.6| 36.5
1984 36.2 4p.8 51% 599 (687 793 79.7 789 |720 69.0 49.7 533 |62.1
1985 32.1 4p4 57. 638 |70.6 781 803 784 (717 66.1 59.1 377 |613
1986 40.7 4B8 544 630 |719 793 844 790 |778 683 541 429 |633
1987 409 4.4 556 611 |750 785 814 828 |744 5.6 543 480 |63.1
1988 373 46 526 627 |69.7 781 809 831 759 583 55 45.0 | 61.8
1989 48.0 433 552 612 |688 764 79.6 795 |717 622 533 348 |61.2
1990 48.2 5p6 56.1 611 |685 79.0 809 811 |776 617 56.1 46.7 |64.1
1991 423 49 551 648 [73.8 79.1 833 806 |754 645 492 47.7 |63.6
1992 423 485 53. 619 [69.2 752 80.6 76.0 |[725 621 51 447 | 61.4
1993 449 438 509 585 |689 774 8364 806 |71.4 602 498 433 |61.1
1994 36.9 450 527 642 |66.7 783 779 775 |71.0 627 551 473 |614
1995 423 442 554 623 [70.7 75.0 80.3 827 |720 619 46.6 429 |61.4
1996 40.1 442 483 587 |729 775 794 782 | 716 626 503 474 |60.9
1997 414 4B7 57.7 571 |656 743 804 779 |733 607 477 417 |60.6
POR=
14 YRS |40.9 4p.1 54. 615 (701 77.6 810 799 |735 624 522 440 |619

published by: NCDC Asheville, NC
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HEATING DEGREE DAYS (base 65 °F) 1997 TUPELO, MS (TUP)

YEAR JUL AUG SEP acT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN TOTAL
1983-84| O 29 91 405 876 886 |524 421 @ 18] 37 0 3450
1984-85| O 22 36 458 363 1016 | 685 272 114 7 0 2978
1985-86| O 19 63 216 838 749 |451 38 115 14 0 2793
1986-87| O 0 | 115 324 676 740 |487 289 165 0 0 2796
1987-88| O 0 [229 323 521 852 |642 388 106 6 0 3067
1988-89| O 0 (216 300 612 518 |607 320 193 55 0 2821
1989-90| O 27 | 135 359 931 512 | 350 292 174 43 0 2825
1990-91| O 14 | 177 276 557 699 | 473 31 59 9 0 259%
1991-92| O 18 | 106 477 531 699 | 472 66 154 33 0 2861
1992-93| O 12 | 102 418 624 617 | 588 432 204 22 3 3027
1993-94| O 21 | 190 464 665 864 | 529 75 114 50 0 3272
1994-95| 0 17 | 114 298 541 695 | 576 05  12( 28 0 2694
199596 | O 18 | 142 545 679 760 | 607 514  21% 13 0 3493
199697 | O 10 | 121 439 541 728 | 451 238 234 61 0 2828
1997- 0 0 0 pO3 518 714

WBAN : 93862
COOLING DEGREE DAYS (base 65 °F) 1997 TUPELO, MS (TUP)

YEAR JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN Jul AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC |ANNUAL
1983 537| 566 |276 13 8 0
1984 0 ¢ 8 38 15p 437 | 465 438 239 165 4 8 1961
1985 0 1 32 89 188 400/ 480 |423 228 105 44 0 199
1986 0 1 6 61 23y 433| 616 443 389 71 5 2262
1987 0 ¢ 5 55 318 409 | 513 B59 288 6 10 2163
1988 0 ¢ 9 43 15p 399 | 500 68 334 14 4 2030
1989 0 5 24 88 182 347 461 |458 286 54 12 0 1867
1990 0 g 25 65 158 427 499 |506 397 80 14 0 2177
1991 0 [( 29 61 287 433| 575 |491 334 98 7 0 2315
1992 0 ¢ 1 72 170 316| 494 B46 242 18 5 1664
1993 0 [t 2 23 151 381| 583 490 219 52 12 0 1913
1994 0 1 1 94 108 406 | 404 B93 205 52 7 1671
1995 1 ¢ 16 48 217 309 482 (554 288 57 0 0 1922
1996 0 1p 5 33 262 382 455 |416 217 57 5 0 1842
1997 3 ¢ 17 9 84 289 | 492 407 256 77 0 1634

published by: NCDC Asheville, NC




SNOWFALL (inches) 1997 TUPELO, MS (TUP)

YEAR JUL | AUG | SEP | OCT | NOV | DEC | JAN |FEB |MAR |APR |MAY |JUN [TOTAL
1983-84 |00 [00 00 00 (00 22 18 |08 17 00| 00 00 65
1984-85 (00 .0 00 00 [00 0p 37 |53 oo 00| 00 Q0 90
1985-86 [00 .0 00 00 [00 1P T |09 oD 00|00 0do0 21
1986-87 [00 0.0 00 00 [00 Of 01| T T 04 |00 o0l 06
1987-88 |00 [00 00 00 (00 0p 72 |11 oo 00| 00 0O 83
1988-89 (00 00 00 00 [00 0p 0603 T 00| T 0o 09
1989-90 (00 [0 00 00 [T 03 00 [00 T 00 |00 0o 03
1990-91 | T 00 00/ 00 [00 01 00 | T T| 00 |00 0f 01
1991-92 |00 [00 00 00 |01 0fp 02 |00 o0 00| 00 00 03
1992-93 (00 .0 09 00 [00 0p 00| T 1f 00|00 Q0 17
1993-94 (00 0 00 T (00 T| 01 |00 00 00 |00 o0l 01
199495 |00 [00 00 00 |00 00 17 |26 00 00| 00 00 43
1995-96 [00 .0 00 00 [T T| T |12 T| T |T 00| 12
1996-97 (00 [0 00 00 [00 05 06 | T 0P 00|00 00 11
1997- DO 00 00| 00 00 02
POR=
1I5YRS [T Q0 00/ T [T 03| 01 p8 T| T [T 00| 12
WBAN : 93862

REFERENCE NOTES:

PAGE 1:
THE TEMPERATURE GRAPH SHOWS NORMAL MAXIMUM AND NORMAL
MINIMUM DAILY TEMPERATURES (SOLID CURVES) AND THE
ACTUALDAILY HIGH AND LOW TEMPERATURES (VERTICAL BARS).

PAGE 2 AND 3:
H/C INDICATES HEATING AND COOLING DEGREE DAYS.
RH INDICATES RELATIVE HUMIDITY
WI/O INDICATES WEATHER AND OBSTRUCTIONS
S INDICATES SUNSHINE.
PR INDICATES PRESSURE.
CLOUDINESS ON PAGE 3 IS THE SUM OF THE CEILOMETER AND
SATELLITE DATA NOT TO EXCEED EIGHT EIGHTHS(OKTAS).

GENERAL:

T INDICATES TRACE PRECIPITATION, AN AMOUNT GREATER
THAN ZERO BUT LESS THAN THE LOWEST REPORTABLE VALUE.

+ INDICATES THE VALUE ALSO OCCURS ON EARLIER DATES.

BLANK ENTRIES DENOTE MISSING OR UNREPORTED DATA.

NORMALS ARE 30-YEAR AVERAGES (1961 — 1990).

ASOS INDICATES AUTOMATED SURFACE OBSERVING SYSTEM.

PM INDICATES THE LAST DAY OF THE PREVIOUS MONTH.

POR (PERIOD OF RECORD) BEGINS WITH THE JANUARY DATA
MONTH AND IS THE NUMBER OF YEARS USED TO COMPUTE
THE MEAN. INDIVIDUAL MONTHS WITHIN THE POR MAY
BE MISSING.

WHEN THE POR FOR A NORMAL IS LESS THAN 30 YEARS,

THE NORMAL IS PROVISIONAL AND IS BASED ON THE NUMBER
OF YEARS INDICATED.

0.* OR * INDICATES THE VALUE OR MEAN-DAYS-WITH
IS BETWEEN 0.00 AND 0.05.

CLOUDINESS FOR ASOS STATIONS DIFFERS FROM THE NON-ASOS
OBSERVATION TAKEN BY A HUMAN OBSERVER. ASOS STATION
CLOUDINESS IS BASED ON TIME-AVERAGED CEILOMETER DATA
FOR CLOUDS AT OR BELOW 12,000 FEET AND ON SATELLITE
DATA FOR CLOUDS ABOVE 12,000 FEET.

THE NUMBER OF DAYS WITH CLEAR, PARTLY CLOUDY, AND
CLOUDY CONDITIONS FOR ASOS STATIONS IS THE SUM
OF THE CEILOMETER AND SATELLITE DATA FOR THE
SUNRISE TO SUNSET PERIOD.

GENERAL CONTINUED:

CLEAR INDICATES 0 — 2 OKTAS, PARTLY CLOUDY INDICATES
3 -6 OKTAS, AND CLOUDY INDICATES 7 OR 8 OKTAS.

WHEN AT LEAST ONE OF THE ELEMENTS (CEILOMETER OR
SATELLITE) IS MISSING, THE DAILY CLOUDINESS IS
NOT COMPUTED.

WIND DIRECTION IS RECORDED IN TENS OF DEGREES (2 DIGITS)
CLOCKWISE FROM TRUE NORTH. "00” INDICATES CALM. "36”
INDICATES TRUE NORTH.

RESULTANT WIND IS THE VECTOR AVERAGE OF THE SPEED AND
DIRECTION.

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE IS THE SUM OF THE MEAN DAILY MAXIMUM
AND MINIMUM TEMPERATURE DIVIDED BY 2.

SNOWFALL DATA COMPRISE ALL FORMS OF FROZEN
PRECIPITATION, INCLUDING HAIL.

A HEATING (COOLING) DEGREE DAY IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
THE AVERAGE DAILY TEMPERATURE AND 65 F.

DRY BULB IS THE TEMPERATURE OF THE AMBIENT AIR.

DEW POINT IS THE TEMPERATURE TO WHICH THE AIR MUST BE
COOLED TO ACHIEVE 100 PERCENT RELATIVE HUMIDITY.

WET BULB IS THE TEMPERATURE THE AIR WOULD HAVE IF THE
MOISTURE CONTENT WAS INCREASED TO 100 PERCENT RELATIVE
HUMIDITY.

ON JULY 1, 1996, THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE BEGAN USING
THE "METAR” OBSERVATION CODE THAT WAS ALREADY EMPLOYED
BY MOST OTHER NATIONS OF THE WORLD. THE MOST NOTICEABLE
DIFFERENCE IN THIS ANNUAL PUBLICATION WILL BE THE CHANGE
IN UNITS FROM TENTHS TO EIGHTS(OKTAS) FOR REPORTING THE
AMOUNT OF SKY COVER.
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TUPELO,

MISSISSIPPI (TUP)

Tupelo is located in the Black Prairie
physiographic region of Mississippi. The surface
is flat to gently undulating, underlain by soft
limestone which has weathered into dark, fertile
soils. The Black Prairie is largely devoid of
trees, although precipitation in the region is
more than sufficient for forest growth. The Black
Prairie is bordered by the Fall Line Hills on the
east and the Pontotoc Ridge on the west, thus
being situated as a low, flat region from 20 to 25
miles wide trending northwest-southeast in the
northeastern corner of Mississippi.

Agricultural interests are varied, but the region

is a major producer of soybeans and livestock.
Tupelo is the dominant urban center of the region,
and population is projected to continue to
increase in the future. Manufacturing and industry
are growing rapidly in the area, enhanced by
recent completion of the Tenn—Tom Waterway. Water
supply for the growing municipal and industrial
demand has been identified as a potential problem
in the region as ground water is being used faster
than it can be replenished by natural processes.

Average annual precipitation of over 50 inches is
well distributed throughout the year. On average,

about half the annual total falls between April

and September, with March being the wettest month
and October the driest month. There is a 90
percent probability that the freeze—free period

will be longer than six months, with a 50 percent
chance for a freeze before the end of October and
after the first of April. Maximum temperatures
over 90 degrees are expected on 78 days between
May and September, with freezes expected on 66
days between October and March.

Record temperatures of over 105 degrees and below
—10 degrees have been observed at Tupelo. Snow is
not infrequent during the winter, although amounts
average less than two and one-half inches each
year. However, accumulations greater than 10
inches have been recorded. Frontal passages are
common features of the climate from fall through
spring, and there are seasonal occurrences of
thunderstorms. Tornadoes, though quite rare, have
occurred in the region, particularly during late
spring. Precipitation amounts of one-half inch or
more are expected on 37 days each year, with one—
tenth inch or more expected on 73 days. Daily
totals of precipitation have exceeded six inches

on several occasions.
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