Options For Use In A Wedding Ceremony
Note: Except where noted below by text in a red text box, this ceremony can be changed in a manner consistent with the wishes of the pastor and the marriage couple. Please submit your ceremony choices at least three weeks prior to your wedding.
1. THE PRELUDE

Option Number 1
Traditional Organ Music

Option Number 2
Other Instrumental and/or Vocal Music

Option Number 3
Pre-recorded Music

Please arrange this with your organist, musician, vocalist, or sound technician.

2. THE PROCESSIONAL 

There are innumerable options including the traditional as well as the ultra-modern.  Please think this through, discuss it with the Pastor and draw a diagram to assist him in leading the rehearsal and the wedding.
3. OPENING REMARKS TO GUESTS (all remain standing)
Option Number 1


A wedding is that occasion when a man and woman publicly proclaim their love and declare their commitment to one another.  By its very nature it is both a solemn and a happy event.  For some of you gathered here, this ceremony will prompt a flood of personal memories, for others of you it will set in motion dreams and aspirations.  For all of us it will be a sharing in a most intimate and love-filled moment in the lives of two people we know and appreciate.  But for ___________ and ___________ who stand here before us, this ceremony will be an act of participation in what they believe to be God’s will for their lives.

They are both pleased and honoured that you have responded to their invitation to share these happy and sacred moments with them and are prayerful that the blessing of the Lord, our God, will be upon us all as we assemble here.

Option Number 2

In recognition of the part that family and friends have had in their lives to this point, and in affirmation of their desire publicly to declare their mutual commitment to marriage, ___________ and ___________ have invited you to this ceremony.  By our presence here we have committed ourselves to be more than just observers of the acts of people we know.  We are in fact accepting responsibility for supporting, enriching and encouraging ___________ and ___________ in the new relationship into which they are about to enter.

God established marriage as the foundation of a healthy society, and as a part of the society in which ___________ and ___________ shall live, we are called upon to be thankful when they experience happiness, to be understanding when they err, to assist them in times of difficulties and to be prayerful at all times for their well-being.  Let us not dismiss this marriage as just another happy occasion in which we have been privileged to share.  Instead, let us resolve to make ___________ and ___________ very much a part of our every day lives.

Option Number 3

___________ and ___________ stand before you today to exchange their marriage vows.  None among you has shown any just cause why they may not be married, nor have they themselves declared an impediment.

They are honoured to have you as their guests and are pleased that you have come to share these happy and sacred moments with them.

May the blessing of the Lord be upon us all as we worship together.

Option Number 4

___________ and ___________ have called you to assemble here today that, before God and in the presence of family and friends., they might publicly declare and affirm their love for each other and their choice of each other as life mates.  Further, they wish to exchange vows of mutual commitment to the fulfillment of married life together.

On their behalf may I tell you how honoured they feel to count you as family and friends and how pleased they are that you have chosen to share with them in the solemnity and joy of these sacred moments.

Option Number 5

We are gathered here in the presence of God and these witnesses to solemnize the marriage of ___________ and ___________.

Marriage is one of the oldest and most sacred institutions of God.  It was established in the garden of Eden, graced by the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ at Cana of Galilee, likened by the Apostle Paul to the union which exists between Christ and His Bride, the Church, and is declared in the Scriptures to be honourable before all men.  It, therefore, should not be entered into lightly, but rather with due consideration, solemnity and in the fear of God.

4. PRESENTATION OF THE BRIDE

Option Number 1

___________ (Bride) is about to pledge her faith, love and loyalty to _________ (Groom).  Is there one of her family who is prepared to present her to him?  Father or other designate: “I commit ___________ (Bride) into your love and care.  May God bless you richly.”
Option Number 2

Who gives _______ to be married to ______?  Response: “I do” or “Her mother and I do.”
Option Number 3

Do you as parents of ___________ and ___________ pledge your support and encouragement to this marriage of you children?  Response: “We do.”
Option Number 4 - Reaffirming Family Ties

The parents of the groom and the mother of the bride are led to their seats in the traditional manner.  The father escorts the bride down the aisle.  But when she gets to where the groom is waiting, her father immediately sits with his wife.

At the point in the ceremony where the bride is normally given in marriage, both sets of parents will be asked to come forward and stand behind their son and daughter.  This follows:

Mr. and Mrs. _______; Mr. and Mrs. _________; I have asked you to come forward now because your presence at this time is a rich testimony of the importance of family ties.  You have encouraged _________ and __________ to come to this moment in the spirit of creating a new family constellation.  You are giving your children to life’s adventure, and not merely away from yourselves.

This is what you raise your children for: to let them go—their way.  And in their going, they come back again and again to share their discoveries and their joys with you.  They confirm for you, who are parents, that you have fulfilled your task.  Now, your new role is to support and encourage your son and daughter in theirs.

It seems right, then, to ask you all, mothers and fathers, to make a vow, just as 
___________ and ___________ will make theirs to each other in a moment.

Do you support ___________ and ___________ in their choice of each other, and will you encourage them to build a home marked by openness, understanding and mutual sharing?   Response: The parents will answer “We do.”  Mr. and Mrs. _________ and Mr. and Mrs. __________, thank you for your good influence and steady ways that bring ___________ and ___________ to this day.

5. REMARKS TO THE COUPLE

Option Number 1

___________ and ___________, the moment to which you have looked forward has now come.  As a company of family and friends, we have, at your invitation, assembled in this place of worship to witness the public exchange of your vows of commitment to each other.  We are conscious that there is an unseen Guest who is also present with us by reason of our faith in Jesus Christ.

We acknowledge openly that it is by God’ kindness and plan that we live at all.  It is by His love that we are redeemed, and by His providence that you have been brought together for this moment and for life.  It is appropriate, therefore, that we pause to pray.

Option Number 2

___________ and ___________, on behalf of your family and friends here assembled may I affirm our love for you and our pleasure over your intended marriage.

Our minds are filled with memories of previous association with you and our hearts are already joyful over the prospect of you sharing life together.  We thank God for the gift of life and love He has granted to you and voice our confidence that as you allow Him, God will join with you in the fulfillment of your hopes and dreams for married life.

The Bible is extremely clear concerning man’s two most vital relationships, both of which are held together by trust and love.  The second is based entirely on the first.  The first and highest is a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  There comes a point in a person’s life when he realized there must be more to life than mere existence; it is Christ in one who enables one to live life to the fullest.  ___________ and ___________, you have both already come to that point and found new life by placing your faith in Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour.  Your friends and relatives will bear witness that since entering the primary relationship an unusual change has taken place in your lives.  As each of you has followed Jesus in this new life, He has led you together into that second relationship —the joining of one man and one woman to be one in Christ.

6. INVOCATION 

Option Number 1

Father in Heaven, thank You for the gift of life, for family and friends, and for the love that exists between ___________ and ___________.

As we assemble here together in the name of Jesus Christ, we are mindful of the guidance of Your Spirit who has brought us to this event, and mindful of the continuing need for your Spirit’s help if the intentions declared this day are going to be fulfilled.  We turn, therefore, to You and in faith ask that You would not only be a part of this wedding ceremony, but also enhance the lives of these Your servants in this their union.

Our God, we commit to You the very sacred moments that follow, and pray that Your blessing and love might be an integral part of the lives of ___________ and ___________ in the years to come.  Through Jesus Christ, Amen.

Option Number 2

God, our Father, we acknowledge You as the Creator and Sustainer of life.  It is You Who has designed that man and woman should be together.  To You we offer our expressions of gratitude for bringing ___________ and ___________ to this day of their marriage.  Our prayer is, that as we share with them in their exchange of commitments, Your blessing and love might be theirs.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Option Number 3

Lord, life comes from You and love originates with You.  You are aware of the events of our lives and even now You are conscious of this significant event in the lives of ___________ and ___________.  Even as You blessed the marriage of Cana by Jesus’ presence and participation, so also, by Your Spirit, be present with us. Enhance all that we seek to do and place Your seal of love and approval upon the union that is about to be formed between ___________ and ___________.  Hear us as we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Option Number 4

God, ___________ and ___________ are standing before me here, about to exchange vows of faithfulness and love as they seek to be joined in marriage.  I pray that You would make these very important moments in their lives into very sacred ones and grant that their marriage be blessed and a source of joy to both of them.

Even as you have shown the world, through Jesus Christ, what real love is, so also be with ___________ and ___________ and help them discover more and more of that love.  In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen.
7. THE PLEDGE 

A.
WORDS OF INTRODUCTION

Option Number 1

___________ and ___________, by your previously announced engagement, you have already made public your intention to be married today.  Not one of your acquaintances has shown any just legal, moral or religious cause why you may not now be married, nor have you yourselves declared any impediment.  So that your faith and integrity of purpose may appear to all of us who have assembled, would you respond to these questions: (to be directed separately to, and answered separately by the Groom and Bride).

Option Number 2

___________ and ___________, by your presence here you are already making public your intention to marry.  So that your integrity of purpose may be made clear to those of us present, would you each respond to these questions: (to be directed separately to, and answered separately by the groom and bride).

B.
DECLARATION OF PLEDGE

Option Number 1

__________, will you have _________ to be your wife?  Response: “I will.”
__________, will you have _________ to be your husband? Response: “I will.”
Option Number 2

(Address Groom)

__________ do you purpose in your heart and mind to live with __________ in a fashion consistent with God’s design for marriage?  Do you purpose to love __________, honour ___________ and be faithful to ____________ in times of personal need and personal blessing?  Do you pledge, with God’s help and to the best of your ability, to seek to establish and maintain honest, open and loving communication between yourself and _______ as long as you both live?  Response: “I do.”
(Address Bride)

__________, do you purpose in your heart and mind to live with ____________ in a fashion consistent with God’s design for marriage?  Do you purpose to love __________, honour _________, and be faithful to __________ in times of personal need and personal blessing?  Do you pledge, with God’s help and to the best of your ability, to seek to establish and maintain honest, open and loving communication between yourself and ___________?  Forsaking all others, do you promise to remain faithful to ________________ as long as you both live?  Response: “I do.”
Option Number 3

_____________, will you have ________________ to be your wife, to live together according to God’s plan in the God-honoured state of marriage?  Will you love her, comfort her, honour and keep her in sickness and in health; and forsaking all others remain faithful to her as long as you both shall live?  Response: “I will.”
_____________, will you have _______________ to be your husband, to live together according to God’s plan in the God-honoured state of marriage?  Will you love him, comfort him, honour and keep him in sickness and in health; and forsaking all others remain faithful to him as long as you both shall live?  Response: “I will.”
Option Number 4

____________, will you have _____________ to be your wife?  Will you pledge to her your loyalty in all love and honour.  In all duty and service, in all faith and tenderness, to live with her and hold her dear according to the God-ordained state of marriage?  Response: “I will.”
_____________, will you have ____________ to be your husband?  Will you pledge to him your loyalty in all love and honour, in all duty and service, in all faith and tenderness, to live with him and hold him dear according to the God-ordained state of marriage?  Response: “I will.”

8. THE WORD OF GOD - PASTOR’S SELECTION 

“Haven’t you read”, he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator made them male and female, and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife and the two will become one flesh.’  So they are no longer two, but one.  Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.”


Matthew 19:4-6

Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.


Hebrews 13:4

Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain.


Psalm 127:1

If, therefore, there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion; make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.  Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind, let each of you regard one another as more important than himself; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.  Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus.


Philippians 2:1-5

Who although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of man.  And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  Therefore also God highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.  Do all things without grumbling or disputing; that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life.


Philippians 2:6-16a

Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the Church, his body, of which he is the Savior.  Now as the Church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the Church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.  In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies.  He who loves his wife loves himself.  After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the Church—for we are members of his body.  For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.  This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the Church.  However each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.


Ephesians 5:22-33

Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.”  So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh at that place.  And the Lord God fashioned into a women the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man.  And the man said, “This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”  For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother and shall cleave to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.  And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.


Genesis 2:18-25

And let not your adornment be merely external—braiding the hair and wearing gold jewelry or putting on dresses, but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.  You husbands likewise, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with a weaker vessel, since she is a woman; and grant her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.  To sum up, let all be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit, not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead, for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.


1 Peter 3:3-4, 7-9

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.  Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is not selfseeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  Love never fails.  But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.  For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears.  When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child.  When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me.  Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face.  Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.  And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.  But the greatest of these is love.


1 Corinthians 13
9. PASTORAL GUIDANCE TO THE COUPLE 

10. THE VOWS 



As an expression of your willingness to engage upon these obligations, and as a seal of the holy vows you are about to make, you face one another and join your right hands.  Groom says vow first, then Bride.  They should face each other and speak directly to each other.

Option Number 1

____________ with joy and in love I take you to be my wife, to be the mother of my children and the companion of my days.  I promise to share with you in whatever happiness or sadness, abundance or want, adversity or blessing that may be a part of our lives.  I intend that our lives should together be woven into a single tapestry of love and mutual concern for as long as we both remain alive.

____________ with joy and in love I take you to be my husband, to be the father of my children and the companion of my days.  I promise to share with you in whatever happiness or sadness, abundance or want, adversity or blessing that may be a part of our lives.  I intend that our lives should together be woven into a single tapestry of love and mutual concern for as long as we both remain alive.

Option Number 2

In the presence of God and before these witnesses, I _________ take you ________ to be my wife, to be the mother of my children and the companion of my days.  I shall bear with you whatever sorrow or hardship life may lay upon us.  I shall share with you whatever of joy and bounty life may hold in store.  I intend that my life shall be entwined with yours as long as we both shall live.

In the presence of God and before these witnesses, I _________ take you _______ to be my husband, to be the father of my children and the companion of my days.  I shall bear with you whatever sorrow or hardship life may lay upon us.  I shall share with you whatever of joy and bounty life may hold in store.  I intend that my life shall be entwined with yours as long as we both shall live.

Option Number 3

God is here!  God has revealed His purposes for our marriage.  Before Him, and this company of our family and friends, I affirm my faith that He has led me to you.  With joy and in love I take you to be my wife.  I promise to share with you in whatever happiness or sadness, abundance or want, adversity or blessing may be a part of our lives.  I intend that our lives should together be woven into a single tapestry of love and mutual concern for as long as we both remain alive.

Option Number 4

I, _____________ (Groom), take you, ____________ (Bride), to be my wedded wife.  With deepest joy I receive you into my life, that together we may be as one.  As Christ is to the Church, so I will be to you a faithful, sacrificial husband!  I promise to direct our lives always into a life of faith and hope in Christ Jesus, honouring God’s guidance by His Spirit through the Word.  Therefore __________ (Bride), throughout life, no matter what may lie ahead of us, I pledge to you my life as a loving and faithful husband.

I, _____________ (Bride), take you, ___________ (Groom), to be my wedded husband.  With deepest joy I come into your life that together we may be as one.  As you have pledged to me your life now, I do happily give you my life, and in confidence submit myself to your headship as to the Lord.  As the Church is in her relationship to Christ, so I will be to you.  Therefore, ____________ (Groom), throughout life, no matter what may be ahead of us, I pledge to you my life as a loving, obedient and faithful wife.  And where you go I will go.  Where you lodge I will lodge.  Your people will be my people.  Your God my God.

Option Number 5

In the presence of God and before these witnesses, I _______, take you _______ to be my wife, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, in joy and in sorrow, to love and to cherish, as long as we both shall live; and to that end I pledge you my loyalty.

In the presence of God and before these witnesses, I ________, take you ________ to be my husband, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, in joy and in sorrow; to love and to cherish, as long as we both shall live and to that end I pledge you my loyalty.

Option Number 6

In God’s perfect will and in the presence of these friends, I take you ____________, to be my wife, to love, honour, and respect from this day forward, even forever.  I promise to provide for you, protect and defend you as God shall make me able.  I will strive without ceasing to edify, encourage, and instruct you according to the command of the Lord Jesus Christ.  With the love God has so freely manifested in me I shall endeavor to give likewise this same affection to you.  I vow my life to you trusting in the providence of God, the power of the Holy Spirit, and the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ, in whom all things hold together.

_________________, I take you to be my husband and give to you all that I am and have.  Through the power and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, I promise to love you with all of my being; to honour, respect, and esteem you above all others, submitting to your loving leadership in all things as unto Christ.  I will comfort and care for you, endeavoring always to encourage and edify you.  As we are blessed of God with children, I will strive to bring them up in the love of God, instructing them in His ways.  As Jesus Christ is the most important person in our lives because He gives us life, I will seek to help you attain the stature and fullness of Christ, as we serve Him together, from this day forward and throughout eternity.

Option Number 7

If you, then, ______________ and ______________, have freely and deliberately chosen each other as partners in this holy estate, and know no just cause why you should not be so united, in token thereof you will please join your right hands.

__________________, in taking the woman you hold by the right hand to be your lawful wedded wife, before God and witnesses present, you must promise to love her, to honour and cherish her in that relationship and leaving all others cleave only to her, and to be to her in all things a true and faithful husband so long as you both shall live.  Do you so promise?  Response: “I do.”
Then are you each given to the other for richer or poorer, for better or worse, in sickness and in health, till death shall part you.

Option Number 8

____________, I thank God for you and praise His name that we have both come to know Jesus Christ as our personal Saviour.  I believe that God has hand-picked you for me and in His perfect will has brought us together to complete each other and be His faithful servants.  I need you.  I need your love and your total life.  As that need is met, I pray that our love for and obedience to Christ will be perfected.  That through our relationship, God will demonstrate to the world around us what Jesus Christ can do in an individual life and any relationship. ________, I love you, and before God and these people here, I pledge my life to you.  I promise to love you in an understanding way as Christ loves the Church.  I pledge to care for, to protect to honour, and to love you no matter what the circumstances might be, until death separates us or Jesus Christ returns to take us home. __________, I believe God has truly brought us together and this love I have for you, no man can put asunder.

__________________, with joy and thanksgiving I accept your pledge of life and love.  God said it is not good for man to be alone, so He created me for you to complete you and to be a helpmate or helper suitable for you.  I need you, _________, and I need your love just as we as Christians need Christ and His love.  This life I now commit to you, has first been committed to God and in commitment to Him, I will submit to you.  I give to you now my life and my love and will from this day forward, honour you, respect you, and give to you all that is even yet mine as we are two.  I will be greatly honoured to be your wife, to bear your children and to grow old with you.  I love you, ___________, and I can rejoice in knowing that the love I have for you is based on the Word of the living God.

Option Number 9

_______________, tonight as I take you to myself to be my life partner, I thank God that in His omniscience He has brought us together.  The Word of God teaches that “he who finds a wife as found a good thing, and is blessed by God,” I have been blessed by God in finding that good thing in you and I commit my life to the most wonderful gift the Lord has every given to me; and _________________, know in your heart and in your mind that apart from my own relationship with the Lord, I will cherish nothing more than I do you.  I do and will love you as Christ loves the church, His bride, and I will honour you as a child of God and as my divinely chosen wife.  All that I have and all that I am, I give to you.  And, I will love you until death do us part or until the Lord comes again and takes us both home to be with Him for eternity.  I adore you, I need you, and from this day forth I belong to you and to you alone.

____________, because we are both at peace in the assurance that our Lord planned and blesses our coming together, I entrust my life and my love to you from this day forward.

I come to you with my need for your strength, your understanding, and your tender care—needs you have so lovingly developed in me by completely filling them for me.

I will strive with Christ’s help to be a sensitive., gentle, and godly wife, and with His strength and guidance I’ll stand with you through everything.  I’ll laugh with you and share your happiness, but as well, I’ll comfort you in your sadness.  I’ll care for you when you’re ill.  I’ll honour you in your hours of strength.  And, I’ll joyfully submit to you as the head of our home because I respect you and your integrity and because God planned that it should be this way.

Forsaking all others, I will keep myself to you until death shall temporarily separate us.  And with our own love molded and directed by our Father in heaven, we will become one even while we are yet two.

Option Number 10

_________________, this day before God and these witnesses, with deepest joy, I receive you into my life to be one with you in marriage.  As Christ is to the church, so by the grace of God, I will be to you—a loving and faithful husband, living my life for you, yet always exercising my headship over you even as Christ does over me.  By the power of the Holy Spirit within me.  I will fulfill all my responsibilities to you so that the love and righteousness of our Lord Jesus Christ might be manifested in our marriage.

_________________, this day before God and these witnesses I commit myself to you in marriage, knowing that God meant us for each other.  I accept my responsibility to submit to you as the head of our household as a service to the Lord.  By the power of the Holy Spirit within me, I will fulfill my obligations, realizing that our relationship is exclusive of all others and is permanent in the sight of God, and I will strive to become one person with you.

Option Number 11

I, __________, take you, _________________, to be my wedded wife; and I do covenant and promise, before God and these witnesses to be your loving and faithful husband; in plenty and in want; in joy and in sorrow; in sickness and in health; as long as we both shall live.

I, ___________________, take you, _______________ to be my faithful husband; and I do covenant and promise, before God and these witnesses to be your loving and faithful wife; in plenty and in want; in joy and in sorrow; in sickness and in health; as long as we both shall live.

Option Number 12

_____________, this day before God as our witness, and these friends, I receive you into my life to be one with you in marriage.

As Christ loves the Church and gave Himself for her, so I give myself for you to be a loving, faithful, and godly husband.

As Christ is head of the Church and is responsible for her, so this day, by the grace of God, I assume full responsibility for you not only materially, but also physically, emotionally, and spiritually.

You are the most important person in my life next to the living Christ.  I count you as a gift from God and as an answer to prayer.  I will rely totally and completely on the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives to ensure that the Lord Jesus Christ is glorified in our marriage.

________________, this day before God and these witnesses I take you to be my husband, and I give to you all that I am and have.

I regard you as an answer to my prayers.  You are the one God has chosen for me to complete me.  I submit myself to your headship as unto the Lord.  Through the power and grace of Jesus Christ, I promise to love you with all my being, to honour, respect, and esteem you above all others.  I will comfort and care for you and endeavoring always to encourage and edify you.  As we are blessed of God with children, I will strive to bring them up in the love and wisdom of God.  As Jesus Christ is the most important person in our lives because He gave us life, I will seek to help you attain the stature and fullness of Christ as we serve Him together.

11. THE EXCHANGE OF RINGS

A.  COMMENTS TO INTRODUCE RINGS

Option Number 1

Wedding rings are outward and visible signs of inward and spiritual truths.  As they are worn, they symbolize to others your union in marriage.  The rings in no way become the binding force that unites, for that is a matter between two hearts.

Option Number 2

Our lives are marked by many symbols, not the least of which is the wedding band.  In the same way a legal seal marks the authenticity of a document, so also the ring(s) you give and receive today serve to mark, seal and declare in a visual way the spiritual and unseen commitments you have exchanged in this joyfully solemn hour.  In that your rings have no beginning and no end, may that endlessness symbolize also the character of your mutual trust.

Option Number 3

Precious metal is the substance of these rings.  May the precious possession of love be the substance of your marriage.  The essence of these rings is that they are unbroken circles; so also let your mutual love be unbroken throughout your earthly lives.

Option Number 4

This ring is a beautiful symbol and token of your purity and never-ending love for one another.

Option Number 5

From the earliest of time, the golden circle has been a symbol of wedded love.  It is made of pure gold to symbolize pure love.  Being one unbroken circle, it symbolizes unending love.  As often as either of you see these golden circles you will be reminded of this high moment and the unending love you have promised.

Option Number 6 (Double Ring)

In token and pledge of the covenant now made, ___________ and __________ will give and exchange rings.

Option Number 7

Now in God’s sacred providence with us He has given us reminding tokens, and following this precedence you have chosen rings.  These rings are of the most precious metal, which suggests the most priceless relationship on earth, that of a Christian home.  Furthermore, the ring is endless until it is broken by an outside force, which fittingly represents the permanency of the marriage union until it’s broken by the outside force of death.

B.
WORDS OF EXCHANGE

Option Number 1

As the groom places the ring on the bridge’s finger he will say:  

This ring I give you is an expression of, and a pledge of my constant faith and abiding love.

Option Number 2

This ring I give you represents the unending love which I pledge to you.  It represents my intention to honour you with my body and to share all my life with you.

May it all times visibly serve to remind you of my solemn vows to you on this day of our marriage.

This ring I give you is an expression of, and a pledge of my constant faith and abiding love.

Option Number 3

As a sign and pledge of my love, faith and loyalty, I give you this ring.  May it constantly remind you of my commitment to you this day.

As a sign and pledge of my love, faith and loyalty, I receive your ring and declare my intention to wear it as a reminder of our vows this day.

Option Number 4

I place this ring on your finger as a perpetual sign that we are married under the solemn vows that we have exchanged this day.

Option Number 5 (Double Ring)

Do you, ______________, give this ring in token that you will keep this covenant and perform these vows?  Response: “I do.”
Do you, ______________, give this ring in token that you will keep this covenant and perform these vows?  Response: “I do.”
Do you, _______________ and _________________, receive these rings in token that you will keep this covenant and perform these vows?  Response: “We do.”
Option Number 6

I give you this ring that you may wear it as the symbol of the vows we have taken and of the covenant we have made this day.

Option Number 7

Pastor: _____________, in placing this ring, will you repeat after me these words:

Groom: I, _______________, give you this ring, ____________, as a token of my love and I pledge you my loyalty and devotion until death separates us.

Pastor: __________________, will you likewise, in placing this ring, repeat after me these words:

Bride: I, ______________, give you this ring, _______________, as a token of my love and I pledge you my loyalty and devotion until death shall separate us.

Groom: ________________, as a symbol of our new relationship with Christ and each other, I give you this ring, that you may wear it until the Father calls either of us to heaven.

Bride: _________________, as a symbol of our new relationship with Christ as each other I give you this ring, that you may wear it until death separates us.

12. THE DECLARATION OF MARRIAGE 


13. PASTORAL OR DEDICATORY PRAYER 

14. SYMBOL OF UNION (CANDLE CEREMONY)

15. THE BENEDICTION

16. SIGNING THE REGISTER 

17. PRESENTATION OF THE BRIDE AND GROOM 

18. RECESSIONAL

Note:  Under the Marriage Act each of the parties are required to declare the following statements, word for word.  





“I do solemnly declare that I do not know of any lawful impediment why I, (groom/bride) may not be joined in matrimony to (bride/groom).”





“I call upon these persons here present to witness that I, (groom/bride) do take you (bride/groom), to be my lawful wedded (wife/husband).”








Note:  Under the Marriage Act the person solemnizing the marriage is required to say the following statement, word for word.  





“I, (pastor), by virtue of the powers vested in me by the Marriage Act, do hereby pronounce you (groom) and (bride) to be married.”
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